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Sri Lanka to ban
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that killed more than 250.
Later that year, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, 

best known for crushing a decades-
long insurgency in the north of the 
country as defence secretary, was 
elected president after promising a 
crackdown on extremism.

Rajapaksa is accused of widespread 
rights abuses during the war, charges 
he denies.

Weerasekera said the government 
plans to ban more than a thousand 
madrasa (Islamic schools) that he 
said were flouting national education 
policy.

“Nobody can open a school and 
teach whatever you want to the 
children,” he said.

The government’s moves on 
burqas and schools follow an order 
last year mandating the cremation of 
Covid-19 victims - against the wishes 
of Muslims, who bury their dead.

This ban was lifted earlier this year 
after criticism from the United States 
and international rights groups.

A student nurse administers a shot at a Covid-19 mass vaccination site  at Martinsville speedway in Ridgeway, 

Virginia, Friday. Health workers in the United States have administered more than 100 million Covid-19 vaccine 

doses, an official tracker showed. PHOTO: AFP

Bhutto suggests power share
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wings, said Bhutto.
Bhutto further said that his party 

had not adopted an uncomprising 
attitude on the Six-Point demand. 
His party was trying its best to narrow 
down the differences on each and 
every point. The only debatable point 
was foreign trade and foreign aid.

He added that in the event of 
acceptance of Six-Point demand, 
Punjab and Sindh would have to 
meet about 80 percent revenues of the 
country. Besides, the Awami League 
maintained that the West Wing owed 
Rs 3,100 crore to the East Wing and 
about Rs 3,871 crore out of 4,000 
crore rupees of foreign aid should go 
to the East Pakistan, said Bhutto.  

He dismissed outright the Awami 
League’s allegation that the date of 
National Assembly’s Session was set 
by President General Yahya Khan after 
consulting him. He swore by ‘Kalima’ 
and his children, that President Yahya 
Khan did not consult him about the 
convening of the National Assembly 
Session. 

On the same day Bhutto met Yahya 
in Karachi. Commenting on the 
incident, Bhutto wrote in his book 
The Great Tragedy he told Yahya that 
Mujib’s demands for a transfer of 
power and the lifting of martial law 

were acceptable to his party but the 
modalities of these had to be worked 
out on the basis of an agreement.  

Did Bhutto actually want the repeal 
of martial law? In hindsight, it is clear 
that he didn’t as that would weaken 
his main ally, the Pakistan military. 
[ Srinath Raghavan, 1971: A Global 
History of the Creation of Bangladesh, 
Permanent Black, 2013, pp.46-47] 
MUJIB’S NEW DIRECTIVES

Bangabandhu in his new directive 
issued on March 14, 1971, called 
upon people to continue the non-
cooperation movement. He further 
said that the people had shown how to 
resist the conspiracy of the oppressors. 

Referring to the new marital law 
order, Bangabandhu said that the 
people would continue with their 
struggle despite such attempts of 
intimidation as they know that no 
force can withstand the strength of the 
united people. His statement fell short 
of saying that defence installation 
employees should not report to work.

Bangabandhu issued 35-point 
directives on the future course of 
the non-cooperation movement. 
He suspended collection of income 
taxes by the central government and 
barred remittance of customs and 
excise duties and sales taxes, which 
were normally sent to the central 

government.
KISSINGER’S ASSESMENT

Henry Kissinger, the US president’s 
assistant for National Security Affairs, 
wrote in his memorandum (dated 
March 13, 1971) to President Nixon: 
“It is not necessary for us to shift now 
to a more activist approach since 
Yahya knows we favor unity and is 
doing everything possible to achieve a 
political settlement.”

Referring to Yahya’s upcoming visit 
to East Pakistan, Kissinger suggested 
three possible outcomes: 1) Yahya 
could decide not to take [Sheikh 
Mujibur] Rahman’s challenge lying 
down and to retaliate, perhaps to 
the extent of arresting Rahman and 
the other leaders, and attempting to 
clamp a military lid on East Pakistan. 
2) A static waiting game could develop 
with neither the army nor the civilians 
prepared to take a bold initiative to 
break the deadlock and each hoping 
the other will break first, and 3) There 
might be more tactical political moves 
by Yahya, Rahman or Bhutto designed 
to probe for areas of accommodation 
and buy more time without giving up 
anything.

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 

sajen1986@gmail.com

Kishore gets
FROM PAGE 12

12:30pm and the surgery ended at 
1:45pm, Ahsan Habib said.

Kishore had gone to court on 
March 10 and told the court that he 
was tortured in custody, after being 
picked up by unidentified personnel 
in May last year.

“At one stage of the interrogation, 
one of the men got up and slapped 
me on my ear so hard that I lost 
consciousness for a while,” Kishore 
said in a statement submitted to the 
court, adding that soon after he felt 
blood coming out of his ear.

“I am still recovering from the 
torture, my ear is still seeping. I cannot 
walk.” he had said.

Kishore was released from prison 
on March 4, after being granted bail 
in a Digital Security Act case that was 
filed against him and ten others last 
year in May.

Body of missing
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the home of the victim’s grandparents 
and informed police of the matter. 

Later, a team of Kotwali Police 
Station under Rangpur Metropolitan 
Police recovered the body around 
2:00pm and sent it to Rangpur Medical 
College Hospital for an autopsy.

Siam’s grandparents later identified 
the body.

The victim’s father, a mason by 
profession, lives in Lalmonirhat while 
the mother, a garment worker, stays in 
Dhaka, said police.

Abdur Rashid, officer-in-charge of 
Kotwali Police Station, said the general 
diary would be treated as a case and 
that the police already opened an 
investigation into the incident.

Sea slugs lose
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head from its body.
“I was surprised and thought it was 

going to die, but it continued to move 
around and eat quite energetically,” 
Mitoh said. “I kept an eye on it for a 
while, and it regenerated its heart and 
body.”

India to review side effects
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Denmark, Norway and Iceland 
paused use of the drugmaker’s shot as 
a precaution after isolated reports of 
recipients developing blood clots.

“We are looking at all the adverse 
events, particularly serious adverse 
events like deaths and hospitalisation. 
We will come back if we find anything 
of concern,” NK Arora, a member 
of India’s national task force on 
Covid-19, told AFP.

India has given at least 28 
million shots in its vast vaccination 
programme, most of them 
AstraZeneca’s which are produced at 
the Serum Institute of India.

New Delhi has also gifted and 
allowed exports of millions of these 
jabs to around 70 countries over the 
last few weeks as a part of its vaccine 
diplomacy.

Arora said there was “no immediate 
issue of concern as number of adverse 
events (in India) is very, very low. We 
are relooking at (adverse events that 
were reported) to see if there was any 
issue of blood clotting.”

“As of yesterday there were 59 
or 60 deaths, and they were all 
coincidental,” the doctor said, adding 
hospitalisation cases were being re-
examined.

The World Health Organization, 

which said its vaccines advisory 
committee was examining the safety 
data coming in, has stressed that 
no causal link has been established 
between the AstraZeneca vaccine and 
blood clotting.

“Yes, we should continue using 
the AstraZeneca vaccine,” WHO 
spokeswoman Margaret Harris said 
Friday, stressing that any concerns 
over safety must be investigated.

AstraZeneca insisted its jab was 
safe, adding there is “no evidence” of 
higher blood clot risks.

Meanwhile, the European Union’s 
coronavirus inoculation programme 
suffered fresh setbacks yesterday after 
Anglo/Swedish pharmaceutical giant 
AstraZeneca said production problems 
and export restrictions would reduce 
planned deliveries of its vaccine.

AstraZeneca blamed production 
problems and export restrictions for 
the latest shortfall, a major setback 
in efforts to fight a pandemic that has 
claimed 2.6 million lives worldwide.

In contrast, the United States has 
ramped up its vaccination programme 
after a shaky start. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said 100 million 
vaccine doses have been administered 
in the US, around 30 percent of the 
world’s total of shots given so far. 

Ethiopia also gave out its first doses 
of vaccine yesterday, as the health 
ministry warned of an “alarming” 
increase in Covid-19 cases there.

Africa’s second most populous 
country last week received 2.2 
million doses of the AstraZeneca jab, 
manufactured by the Serum Institute 
of India, and will give jabs to health 
workers in the first phase.

While the pandemic is slowing 
for some time now, a surge of cases 
in Italy, France, Germany and Brazil 
have caused an alarm bell that the 
pandemic is still potent. 

Italy on Friday announced tough 
new restrictions in much of the country, 
with Prime Minister Mario Draghi 
warning it faced “a new wave” of 
infections. Schools, restaurants, shops 
and museums were ordered to close 
across most regions of Italy, including 
Rome and Milan from next week.

France on Friday said daily 
numbers of admissions into intensive 
care in the Paris region were now so 
high that hospital capacity risks being 
overrun.

Meanwhile, Brazil reported 2,216 
Covid-19 deaths in the last 24 hours, 
the third day in a row that fatalities 
exceeded 2,000 in the worst run of 
deaths since the pandemic began a 
year ago.

Plug leaks to the media
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mentioned that no information can 
be leaked to the media as per the ‘work 
discipline’ of the G-to-G [government 
to government] projects,” reads the 
letter.

“ERD requested taking steps in this 
regard following the Chinese embassy 
letter,” it said. 

The BR director general has been 
asked to take steps or send an opinion 
about the letters from the ERD and 
Chinese embassy.

Expansion of the existing 
Joydebpur-Ishwardi section is one 
of the four projects that are being or 
were supposed to be implemented 
by Chinese firms with Chinese funds 
under G-to-G initiatives.

The Chinese funds are given in soft 
loans and contractors are selected 
through a limited or no tender 
process.

The Tk 14,250.61 crore project to 
turn the 174km Joydebpur-Ishwardi 
section into dual-gauge double lines 
was taken in November 2018. It was 
supposed to be implemented between 
January 2019 and December 2024, 
according to BR documents.

In March 2019, the railways 
ministry sent a letter to the Chinese 
government, requesting it to sign the 

deal. In the last two years, the ministry 
wrote to the Chinese government three 
times, but failed to get a response. The 
last letter was sent in January, ministry 
sources said.

The projects made headlines 
last year after the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO) in September formed 
a committee to review negotiated 
contract costs for three of the projects.

The committee later directed the 
railways ministry to significantly 
reduce the cost of two of the projects.

As per the PMO directives, the BR 
has to cut Tk 3,354.31 crore from the 
project to convert metre-gauge lines 
to dual-gauge lines between Akhaura 
and Sylhet. The amount is about 20.8 
percent of the total cost.

Besides, the PMO asked for slashing 
Tk 1,495.52 crore from the Joydebpur-
Ishwardi rail line expansion project. 
The amount is 12.91 percent of the 
contract price.

The committee also gave directives 
on the Joydebpur-Mymensingh-
Jamalpur dual-gauge double lines 
project.

BR is implementing the Padma 
Bridge Rail Link Project with Chinese 
loans. The 169km line will connect 
the capital with Jashore at a cost of Tk 
39,246 crore. 

Six more killed in Myanmar
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His shooting and that of another 
student who died a few weeks later 
sparked widespread protests against 
the military government known as the 
8-8-88 campaign, because they peaked 
in August that year. An estimated 
3,000 people were killed when the 
army crushed the uprising, at the time 
the biggest challenge to military rule 
dating back to 1962.

Aung San Suu Kyi emerged as a 
democracy icon during the movement 
and was kept under house arrest for 
nearly two decades.

She was released in 2008 as the 
military began democratic reforms. 
Her National League for Democracy 
won elections in 2015 and again in 
November last year.

On Feb 1 this year, the generals 
overthrew her government and 
detained Suu Kyi and many of her 
cabinet colleagues, claiming fraud in 
the November elections.

The coup in Myanmar, where the 
military has close ties to China, is a 
major early test for US President Joe 
Biden.

His administration described a 
virtual meeting with the Indian, 
Japanese and Australian leaders on 
Friday, the first official summit of the 
group known as the Quad, as part of 

a push to demonstrate a renewed US 
commitment to regional security.

“As longstanding supporters 
of Myanmar and its people, we 
emphasise the urgent need to restore 
democracy and the priority of 
strengthening democratic resilience,” 
the four leaders said in a statement 
released by the White House.

A spokesman for the junta did 
not answer phone calls from Reuters 
seeking comment.

The Biden administration also said 
it will grant temporary deportation 
relief and work permits to Myanmar 
citizens living in the United States 
because of the military’s crackdown 
following the coup.

The decision means about 1,600 
Burmese already in the United States, 
including diplomats who have broken 
with Myanmar’s junta, will be eligible 
for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
for 18 months, two administration 
officials told Reuters.

Only people who are already 
residing in the United States and can 
demonstrate continuous residence as 
of March 11, 2021 are eligible for the 
Myanmar program.

United Nations human rights 
investigator Thomas Andrews 
on Friday dismissed as “absurd” 
comments by a senior Myanmar 

official that authorities were exercising 
“utmost restraint”.

Addressing the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, he called for a 
united approach to “strip away the 
junta’s sense of impunity”.

Former colonial power Britain on 
Friday warned its citizens in Myanmar 
to leave, saying “political tension 
and unrest are widespread since 
the military takeover and levels of 
violence are rising”.

South Korea said it would suspend 
defence exchanges and reconsider 
development aid to Myanmar because 
of the violence.

The Kremlin said Russia, which 
has close ties to Myanmar’s military, 
was concerned over the mounting 
violence and was “analysing” whether 
to suspend military-technical 
cooperation.

“We evaluate the situation as 
alarming, and we are concerned about 
the information about the growing 
number of civilian casualties coming 
from there,” Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov was quoted by the 
TASS news agency as saying.

The UN Security Council this week 
dropped language from a statement 
that condemned the army takeover as 
a coup, due to opposition by China, 
Russia, India and Vietnam.

Businesses hit hard
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The Daily Star came to know that 
after visiting and talking to at least 30 
traders in Basurhat Bazar, the main 
business hub in Companiganj, where 
there are around 6,000 wholesale and 
retail shops.

Atul Chandra Bhowmick, who 
runs their family business -- Moumita 
Pharmacy -- one of the oldest 
pharmacies in Basurhat area, said it 
was established around 109 years ago.

“In the recent past, we have never 
seen such a violence and use of 
firearms in Basurhat. Customers now 
fear to come here. Today, I am getting a 
free time to talk to you [journalists]. In 
other days, you wouldn’t get a chance.

“Earlier, if we could sell Tk 70,000-
80,000 a day. Now it goes down to Tk 
3,000 only,” he said.

He said there are around 200 
pharmacies, including 30-40 
wholesalers. All are incurring a heavy 
loss following the volatile political 
situation in Basurhat, he added.

Wholesale grocery shop owner 
Shayon Chakrabarty, proprietor of 
Jaykali Bhandar, said they used to sell 
Tk 1,00,000 a day earlier. Now it is Tk 
20,000-30,000.

Pintu Mazumdar, manager of 
New Apon Jewellers in Basurhat’s 
New Market, said they have been 
incurring losses since the coronavirus 
hit the country. But the recent political 
clashes have worsened the situation.

“Women are our main customers. 
They fear to come here. Earlier, we 
could sell Tk 5-6 lakh a day. Now we 
can’t even sell Tk 50,000,” he added.

Another jewellery shop manager 
Md Sohel of Aradhona Jewellers said 
they failed to sell a single ornament in 
the last three days.

Visiting the area yesterday, 
these correspondents found a 
huge presence of law enforcement 
agencies in different parts of Basurhat 
municipality area. But there were less 
people in the market areas.

Traders said Sunday and Thursday 
are the “haat” days in Basurhat Bazar. 
This 200-year-old market used to be 
filled with hundreds of customers 
and wholesale traders from different 
places -- Kabirhat, Dagonbhuiyan, 
Dudhmukha, Chowdhuryhat, 
Rongmala, Sonagazi, Chaprashihat, 
and Char Elahi. 

The market is now almost empty, 
they said, adding that people now 
instead go to markets of adjacent 
upazilas in Senbagh, Dagonbhuiyan 
and Kabirhat.

Talking to The Daily Star, Nazim 
Uddin Nizam, general secretary of 
Basurhat Baboshayi Samabay Samity, 
said, “In every haat day, there would 
be a transaction of Tk 100-150 crore 
here. Now it’s 4-5 crore. It’s hard to 
differentiate when it is a haat day or a 
normal day here.”

He said the political situation in 
Basurhat became unstable since the 
mayor election.

“Earlier, rallies and counter rallies 
were held on the streets of the Bazar. 
But for the last few days, these turned 
into clashes. We don’t know how it 
will impact on local politicians. But 
traders are the worst victim. Please 
save us,” Nizam said.

“On March 8, traders of Basurhat 

saw people wearing helmets were 
using big firearms on streets. You 
know what happened the next day. 
Such a heavy gunshots for around 
45 minutes targeting the Basurhat 
municipality office … we have never 
experienced such a situation here. 
Earlier, the shops remained open 
till 11:00pm to 12:00am. Now the 
dreadful atmosphere compelled us to 
close the businesses by the evening,” 
Nizam added.

After the clash on March 9, almost 
all the shops in Basurhat Bazar were 
closed for the last three days, he 
added.

“Now there is a presence of a huge 
number law enforcement agencies -- 
Rab, detectives, and intelligence. They 
may be here for our security. But it’s a 
threat to our business too. Customers 
from other places now avoid Basurhat.

“Also, some trade leaders are in fear 
of arrest in political cases. You see, in 
every case there are 150-200 unnamed 
accused. Some traders here may be 
followers of the two political groups 
in Basurhat,” he said, adding that five 
traders of the market were picked up 
on Friday night who were followers of 
Quader Mirza.

Sultan Nasir Uddin Munna, 
president of Basurhat Shop Malik 
Samabay Samity, shared the similar 
experience.

They want immediate intervention 
of local MP Obaidul Quader to make 
the situation normal.
“PLOT TO KILL ME”

At a press conference at Basurhat 
municipality office yesterday, Quader 
Mirza alleged that a conspiracy was 
going on to kill him.

“On Friday night, a meeting was 
held at Ekramul Karim Chowdhury’s 
Kabirhat house to plan to kill me. 
Police and the local administration 
are working against me. Everything is 
going on one-sided.

“I am not thinking about my 
security, but about my activists. Our 
25 activists suffered bullet injures in 
the last attack. But police picked up 
our eight activists,” he alleged.

Talking to reporters, MP Ekramul, 
whose follower is Quader Mirza’s rival 
Badal, said Mirza’s allegation came 
from his imagination.

“I had been in Chattogram for 
business purpose for the last week. 
Later, I moved to Dhaka where my 
wife and son are also with me. Quader 
Mirza’s allegation is baseless,” he 
added.

Badal was arrested on Thursday.
Mir Jahidul Haque Roney, officer-

in-charge of Companiganj Police 
Station, told The Daily Star that the 
overall situation is under their control. 
The situation is now better, he added.

About arresting people in the name 
of unnamed accused, he said, “No 
arrest has been made without specific 
charge. Raids against illegal firearms 
are going on.”

In another development, pointing 
fingers at Obaidul Quader’s wife, his 
younger brother in his Facebook post 
in the evening hinted her role for 
worsening the relationship with his 
brother. 

Quader Mirza also posted two 
photos with his brother in the 
Facebook page.

Prices spike a month ahead
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TK Group, one of the leading importers 
and processors of commodities, 
said the price of crude soybean oil 
increased to $1,190 a tonne in the 
international market recently, up from 
$700 a tonne in August last year.

He said the production cost of 
edible oil rose by around 40 percent 
because of the price spike in the global 
market.

A private farm employee, aged 
about 40, said he went to Karwanbazar 
from Tejkunipara yesterday to buy 
vegetables and daily essentials at 
cheaper prices.

“My expenditure on food has shot 
up by 10 percent in a month whereas 
my annual pay increase remains 

suspended. My monthly salary was 
cut by 20 percent due to pandemic,” 
he told this newspaper preferring 
anonymity.

The employee, who runs a four-
member family, said he cannot save 
money anymore after paying house 
rent, utility bills and spending money 
on food.

SM Nazer Hossain, vice-
president of Consumers Association 
of Bangladesh, (CAB) said the 
government failed to monitor the 
market effectively.

“The authorities are not punishing 
those responsible for the unusual 
price hike. As a result, many traders 
feel encouraged about manipulating 
the prices,” he said.

BRUR VC
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was nothing new. As a probe committee 
of University Grants Commission 
(UGC) would visit the campus 
today, the white paper was released 
to “influence the probe committee 
members”, he said.

At the press conference, Prof 
Mohammad Motiur Rahman of 
Management Studies Department, also 
convener of the parishad, read out the 
keynote paper.

The white paper claimed that Prof 
Kalimullah preferred to stay in Dhaka 
instead of the campus and that he 
had set up a “liaison office” in Dhaka 
in 2017, which has been used as the 
university’s principal office.

The office is being used for various 
corruption, including recruitment 
and tender manipulation. Even the 
syndicate meeting has also been held 
at that office, the paper claimed.

So far, the VC unilaterally suspended 
at least 14 officials and staffers without 
launching any investigation. The 
victims went to the court for justice, the 
teachers alleged.

Corruption allegation was also 
brought against the VC regarding the 
construction of a portrait of Father 
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman on the campus.

Violating the rules, he had been 
holding posts of deans in four faculties. 
Later, he quitted from three. Now, he 
occupies the dean post of social science 
faculty, the teachers said.

They accused the VC of indulging in 
irregularities while holding the three 
posts.

The VC is also a supervisor of Dr 
Wazed Research and Training Institute. 
He has also taken the responsibility of 
teaching in 26 departments, they said. 

An UGC probe body found 
financial irregularities against the VC 
and recommended taking action, the 
teachers claimed, adding that the VC 
promoted people close to him and 
deprived senior and dedicated teachers 
and staffers.

Mahmudul Haque, member of 
Odhikar Surakkha Parishad and a 
teacher of Mass Communication 
and Journalism Department of the 
university, told The Daily Star that 
copies of the white paper will be 
submitted to the President’s Office, 
Prime Minister’s Office, education 
ministry and UGC for their intervention 
and prompt action.


