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Forgotten graveyard for 
unforgettable war heroes

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY

A 1971 mass graveyard remains in shabby 
state due to lack of maintenance by 
authorities concerned in Shakhari Kathi 
village of Bagerhat’s Kachua upazila.

In the graveyard, the then government 
in 1996 constructed a memorial plaque 
bearing the names of 31 martyrs.

Now, the names of the martyrs have 
become faded and plasters have started 
decaying in the concrete plaque.

As there is no boundary fence, people 
are now using the graveyard as a motorcycle 
parking yard and waste dumping place. 
Even, farmers now use the graveyard as 
cattle rearing space, said locals.

Freedom fighters and family members of 
the martyrs expressed their frustration over 
it and demanded government’s immediate 
measure to preserve the graveyard.

“If the memorial cannot be preserved, it 
will be destroyed. The next generation will 
forget the heinous killing by Razakars and 
sacrifices of our valiant freedom fighters,” 
said Nimai Chandra Das, 69, a freedom 
fighter, who now lives at Raghudautta Kati 
village under the same upazila.

He was an eyewitness of the heinous 
killing in Shakhari Kathi Bazar.

“In the afternoon of November 5, 1971, 
Razakars raided Shakhari Kathi Bazar and 
captured at least 42 people. Then, the 
killers tied people’s hand, kept standing in 
row and opened fire,” he was describing the 
incident.

Another eye witnesses Akkas Uddin 
Zamadder, 60, of Alokdia village in the 

same upazila, said the 42 bodies were kept 
in two boats. Then, the bodies were taken 
to Ramchandrapur which now popularly 
known as the Char of the Biskhali river. The 
bodies were buried in a pit there.

Monilal Das was one of the victims of 
the mass killing. 

His son Ananda Lal Das said, “As a 
family member of a martyred freedom 
fighter, we did not get anything from the 

government. Our only satisfaction is that 
my father’s name has been inscribed in 
the memorial plaque. But now, it is also 
decaying. We want immediate preservation 
of the graveyard and the memorial.” 

Contacted, Kachua Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Sujit Debnath said a process remains 
underway to construct a monument and to 
preserve the graveyard area covering around 
20 decimals of land. 
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A memorial plaque bearing the names of 31 martyrs has become faded 

due to lack of maintenance by authorities concerned in Shakhari Kathi 

village of Bagerhat’s Kachua upazila. 
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Covid-19 turns 
marginalaised students 
into child labourers
About 80 percent of them are students of different 
educational institutions
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat                             

The closure of educational institutions due to 
Covid-19 has affected regular learning activities 
of many school children in Lalmonirhat. Due to 
the pandemic situation, especially marginalised 
students in the district have dropped out and 
engaged in child labour.

Although ten-year-old Ayub Ali from Fulgachh 
village in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila was promoted 
to Class V from Class IV through auto-pass, he has 
never got a chance to turn the pages of a book.

Because his day labourer father Mostak Ali sent 
him to work in a motorcycle mechanic shop in the 
district town in June last year.

Now his father wants to see him a motorcycle 
mechanic, said Ayub.  

Ayub added his studies have been stopped due 
to the pandemic and closure of the school.

Rajesh Chandra of Bhatibari village in Sadar 
upazila said he was promoted to Class VI through 
auto-pass. But when he was the student of Class 
V, he had to quit his study and join a motorcycle 
mechanics shop in the town as a labourer in May 
last year. 

Although he wanted to continue his study, 
the Covid-19 pandemic shattered his desire, said 
Rajesh. 

‘My son stopped studying due to closure of the 
school. I have sent him to work in a motorcycle 
mechanic shop and he is now earning Tk 60 to Tk 
70 every day,” said Rajesh’s father Samiran Chandra 
Barman. 

Bhaboranjan Roy, a motorcycle mechanic at 
Uttara Road in Lalmonirhat town, said at least 20 
guardians brought their children to him to build 

them as motorcycle mechanic. He has managed 
to keep three of them in his garage. The three are 
students of class four, five and six. 

Rafiqul Islam, a representative of a non-
governmental organisation named Lalmonirhat 
Unnayan Songsta, said a number of child labourers 
in the town’s businesses and technical centres have 
increased during the coronavirus situation. 

He added that eighty percent of the child 
labourers are students of various educational 
institutions. Especially children from poor families 
quit their studies out due to the pandemic and 
closure of schools.

Lalmonirhat District Primary Education Officer 
Golam Nabi said the dropout rate will be known 
after reopening of schools.

A marginalised schoolboy quits his study due 

to closure of school and works at a motorcycle 

mechanic shop in Lalmonirhat town. The photo 

was taken recently. PHOTO: STAR
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in the early days of March, 1971. PIA’s fleet of Boeings flew 
the troops in. Due to India’s embargo on over-flights all 
Pakistani aircraft had to take a detour via Sri Lanka. The 9 
Division from Quetta, under Major General Nazar Hussain 
Shah, and 17 Division from Kharian under Major General 
Shaukat Riza, were being flown in. 

Khadim Hussain Raza, then general officer commanding 
14 Division in East Pakistan, writes in his memoir that 
at the beginning of Tikka Khan’s induction (March 6, 
1971) as head of the Eastern Command the president’s 
policy stipulated that the troops had to be confined to the 
cantonments and nothing was to be done to provoke an 
incident. [Khadim Hussain Raja, A Stranger in My Own 
Country, UPL, 2012, pg. 67] 

East Pakistani leaders, including Bangabandhu and 
Bhashani, continued to protest the military build-up. 
They called upon people not to provide any support in 
the movement of military convoys across the country. 
In some cases, there were active resistance against such 
strengthening of armed forces. In Chittagong, for example, 
workers, taking their own initiative, suspended unloading 
of MV Swat that carried the first reinforcements from West 
Pakistan. 

The military buildup in East Pakistan was seen by 
Indians as a tactic to cower the Bangalees into diluting 
their demands. [Srinath Raghavan, 1971: A Global History 
of the Creation of Bangladesh, Permanent Black, 2013, pg. 
58] 
SANGRAM PARISHAD DIRECTIVES
Swadhin Bangladesh Kendrio Chattro Sangram Parishad, 
in a statement issued today, warned hoarders, smugglers 
and conspirators of stern action if they don’t desist from 
their evil-mongering immediately. They also directed oil 
suppliers not to provide oil to those who were conspiring 
against the liberation struggle of Bangladesh. 

National Assembly member Jahiruddin today 
renounced his title ‘Hilal-i-Quaid-i-Azam’ in response to 
the call of Chhatra Sangram Parishad. 

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist and researcher. He can 
be contacted at sajen1986@gmail.com
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newspaper reports on the incident before the bench.
DAG Bashar told The Daily Star that the HC wanted 

to know from the local administration of Chattogram 
whether any case was filed against Maulana Yahya, whether 
he was arrested and sacked from his job. 

After examining the compliance report, the HC bench 
will pass necessary directives, DAG Bashar added.

“I have already talked to the deputy commissioner and 
superintendent of police of Chattogram and officer-in-
charge of Hathazari Police Station over the phone about 
this issue. They have informed me that the victim’s father 
has filed a case against Maulana Yahya under the Children 
Act, 2013, and Yahya has been arrested and produced 
before a lower court concerned. The court has sent Yahya 
to jail,” he added.

Video footage showing the eight-year-old child, a 
student of Markazul Islami Academy Hafezia Madrasa, 
being beaten by Yahya has gone viral on social media.

In the footage, it is seen that the teacher is dragging the 
student by the neck into a room. Later, he starts beating the 
student violently with a cane, asking why he went outside 
the madrasa.

The little boy cried his heart out but was not spared.
The incident happened at the madrasa. The upazila 

administration, after being informed of the matter, rescued 
the boy and detained the teacher on Wednesday morning.

Following the incident, the madrasa authorities 
reportedly sacked Yahya.

In a separate incident in Mymensingh, a mobile court on 
Wednesday handed a seven-day jail sentence to a madrasa 
teacher on charges of beating a student in Nandail upazila.

The accused, Shafiqul Islam, 45, is a teacher of a local 
madrasa in Baliapara area of Nandail municipality.

He mercilessly beat a 11-year-old student of the same 
madrasa on Wednesday morning as he could not prepare 
his lessons, said Nandail Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) 
Mohammad Ershad Uddin.

On information, the victim’s father rushed to the 
madrasa and rescued the boy. Then, he informed police 
about the incident.

Police went to the madrasa and detained the teacher. 
Hours later, the UNO conducted a mobile court drive there 
and handed the punishment to the teacher. 

He was later sent to jail, said Mizanur Rahman Akanda, 
OC of Nandail Police Station.

[Our Mymensingh correspondent contributed to this report.]


