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A Muslim and a Hindu woman offer prayers for souls of their martyred relatives at Sahebpara mass

grave in Lalmonirhat town.
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Sahebpara mass grave: An
epitome of communal harmony

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

“The Pakistan army and Urdu-speaking Biharis
killed my seven-year-old younger brother Binoy
Chandra Das and four-year-old younger sister
Minoti Rani Das before my very eyes,” said a
tearful Shefali Rani Das.

A Birangana of 1971, from Sahebpara area
of Lalmonirhat town, Shefali is now 64 years
of age.

“My father Charu Chandra Das was a railway
driver. [That day] he was driving a train from
Lalmonirhat to Burimari station. My mother
went to visit a relative in the town. My two
younger siblings and I were at home.

“The day was April 4, 1971. Twilight just
began to fade into evening. The house was
locked from outside. The army and the Biharis
broke the lock and entered our house,” said
Shefali, who was only a teenager back then.

“I cried a lot, but I couldn’t do anything for
my younger siblings. They later blindfolded
me and dragged me out. That day I could
recognise Kalu Mastan, a Bihari gang leader
from Sahebpara area.”

Shefali found out several days later that a
member from the local sweeper community
was engaged to bury the bodies of her brother
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children who were killed the same day, in a
mass grave by a bush nearby.

The names of the nine children are Asma
Khatun, 7, Jalal Uddin, 9, Helal Uddin, 4, Babu
Islam, 12, and Altaf Hossain, 15 (children
of railway employee Nasir Uddin Mandal);
and Benu Khatun, 5, Sheli Khatun, 7, Hosna
Khatun, 9, and Sahidul Islam, 15 (children of
railway employee Mohammad Mandal).

On April 4 and 5 in 1971, the Pakistani
occupation forces, accompanied by their local
collaborators including the non-Bangalees and
Bangalee Razakars, went on a rampage against
Bangalees to retaliate deaths of Pakistanis
during a confrontation that took place at
Lalmonirhat Air Base on April 1, between
Bangalee and non-Bangalee members of East
Pakistan Rifles, according to locals.

Golam Mostafa, 62, son of Mohammad
Mandal, said he lost four of his siblings on
April 4.

father were out of the house that evening. His
mother Sulekha Begum was in the house with
his four siblings.

The Pakistan army and the Biharis abducted
his mother after killing all the four children
in front of her and they later shot her dead,
Mostafa said. “I later came to learn that my
mother’s body was also buried in the same
mass grave, by the same sweeper.

“I still remember the faces of my siblings
and my mother. I can’t forget them. We had no
chance to bury them according to our custom
and we couldn’t arrange Janaza for them,” he
sighed.

In 2009, Golam Mostafa, with the help of
locals, demarcated the mass grave of Sahebpara
and put up protective walls around it. He
continues to hoist the national flag there every
day to honour the martyrs.

With members from both Hindu and
Muslim communities often gathering before
the mass grave at the same time to offer prayers
for the souls of their martyred relatives, the
Sahebpara mass grave has become the epitome
of communal harmony and national unity.

Locals said the site of historic significance
deserves to be preserved by the departments

Bauls in their
hundreds in deep
crisis for survival
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Hundreds of baul artistes in Mymensingh
region are in distressed state as they
are passing their days with almost no
contract since the onset of the coronavirus
pandemic.

Winter is the peak season for baul
artistes as they are hired to perform the
mystical songs especially in the rural areas
but the scenario is totally different this year
because of the pandemic induced crises,
said some baul artistes while talking to this
correspondent.

There are around 4,000 baul artistes
including 1500 female artistes in
Mymensingh region.

Apart from the artistes, around 1000
musicians are also involved with baul songs
in the region that includes Mymensingh,
Netrakona, Sherpur and Jamalpur districts,
said Rezaul Karim Aslam, secretary of
Mymensingh Baul Samity, a forum of baul
artistes.

Most of the artistes, who depend on
income from rendition of baul songs, are
the worst sufferers as they are not being
hired in the pandemic time, he said.

A few of them have got a meagre financial
support amid coronavirus pandemic.

Thirty bauls got 30-kg rice each while six
bauls and four musicians got a grant of Tk
5,000 each from Mymensingh Shilpakala
Academy so far, Aslam added.

A 79-year-old Baul Ahmad Ali of city’s
Kalibari area said the situation that he
experienced in coronavirus pandemic is
first of its kind in his 45-year long career.

“As baul artistes we get respect and love
from all sections of people; usually we
do not get involved in any other work for
survival,” said Ali who has to run a five-
member family from his income. He has so
far managed five contracts of performance.

A 55-year-old baul artiste Maleka Khatun
said since the coronavirus pandemic, she
has not got any contract yet.

“I have been suffering from heart
complication for long but cannot take
medicine regularly. The income from my
profession was the only means to continue
my treatment and my daily meal but now I
am passing my days in serious misery. Now,
I have to depend on my only son Shawkat
Ali, a drummer. Shawkat also has to
maintain a four-member family including
two children.”

“Since the diagnosis of my heart disease,
I mainly perform stage shows in day time
but since the onset of the pandemic I
haven't been able to earn. The crisis that I
am facing this year is the worst in my 35-

year long career. I haven't got any financial
assistance from the government yet”, said a
helpless Maleka.

Another female artiste Ruma Sarker,
40, also echoed her serious hardship amid
coronavirus pandemic.

Rajkumar Wrishi, a famous traditional
a dhol player with baul artistes, said he
has been in the profession since 1981 and
enjoys it much. But now he is in serious
trouble as he has been passing his days in
utter hardship in the prevailing situation.

“In every winter, I had to perform
at about 130 shows but so far, I have
got only six contracts this season”, said
Rajkumar adding “now I have to perform at
programmes marking marriage ceremony
and birthday celebrations to support my
six-member family”.

Some baul artistes rendering song at a
shop of musical instruments ‘Naban and
Co’ in Mymensingh city. The photo was
taken recently. PHOTO: STAR

Baul Sunil Karmakar, president of
the samity said as the number of stage
programmes is nascent in recent months
and most of the baul artistes are out of
work, we have started a programme titled
“Baul Boithak” in the city since November
last year to continue the practice of baul
songs.

Senior baul artistes are invited in the
programme for discussion on the glorious
past of this traditional song in Mymensingh
region where great baul artistes like Jalal
Uddin Khan, Ukil Munshi, Umed Ali, Abed
Ali, Upendra Sarker, Jong Bhadur Shah,
Abdul Mazid, Mahtab Uddin, Sadir Uddin,
Provat Kumar, Mohammad Shamsuddin,
Idris Ali and the like, were born, said Sunil
Karmakar.

The bauls need a long-term loan on soft
interest from the government to survive at
this critical juncture, Sunil Karmakar urged.
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