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Three land 
in jail over 
gang rape
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

A Noakhali court yesterday 
sent three men to jail in 
connection with a case for 
gang-raping a housewife in 
Hatiya upazila on Sunday.

The accused are Fazar Ali 
alias Helal, 25, Miraj Uddin, 
28, and Nizam Uddin, 40. 
They all hail from Khirodia 
village in the upazila.

Officer in Charge (OC) 
of Hatiya Police Station 
Mohammad Abul Khayer 
said a police team arrested 
the trio on Tuesday night 
after the victim filed a case 
with the police station 
accusing the three the same 
day.

According to the case 
statement, the arrestees 
picked up the victim 
woman forcibly when she 
went out of her room to 
respond to the nature’s call 
on Sunday early hours.

They took her to a nearby 
place and gang-raped her, 
before fleeing the scene.  
After recording Helal’s 
confessional statement 
Noakhali Senior Judicial 
Magistrate Nizam Uddin 
sent all the three arrestees 
to jail, the OC said, adding 
that the victim was sent to 
Noakhali General Hospital 
for the medical test. 

‘Include independence 
manifesto in syllabus’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Speakers at a discussion yesterday urged the government 
to include the ‘Manifesto of Independence’ in academic 
syllabus to present the authentic history of the country’s 
independence before the new generation.

The programme was organised at Tangail Press Club 
auditorium, marking the golden jubilee of reading out the 
independence manifesto.

Speakers said March 3 in 1971, was not only the 
day of reading out the manifesto, it was the day when 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was formally 
anointed the title ‘Father of the Nation.’  

They said if Bangabandhu was the leader, architect and 
source of inspiration, Chhatra League was the main driving 
force. If Bangabandhu was the engineer, Chhatra League 
was the mason. 

Noor-E-Alam Siddique, one of the four student leaders 
in history, and Shahidul Islam, general secretary of Jatiya 
Party, joined the discussion virtually, with Rabeya Siraj, 
widow of Shahjahan Siraj, in the chair.

Shajahan Siraj, one of the key organisers of the Liberation 
War, read out the manifesto of the country’s independence 
in presence of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
millions of others on March 3, 1971. 

1 killed over land dispute  
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

A man was killed during a scuffle between two groups 
of villagers allegedly over a disputed land in a in 
Chapainawabganj municipality yesterday.

The victim, Mojibur Rahman, 52, was son of Nazrul 
Islam of Horipur area in the municipality.

Police said following altercations, a scuffle took place 
between two groups after Mojibur and his men obstructed 
Mosharof and his supporters when the latter went to 
take possession of a disputed land. At one stage, Mojibur 
suddenly fell to the ground and went unconscious. 

Neighbours took him to Chapainawabganj Sadar 
Hospital where the doctors declared him dead, Officer in 
Charge of Sadar Police Station Mozaffar Hossain said. 

Five illegal brick kilns in 
one village!

In brazen defiance of the law, the kilns are destroying 
the embankment of the Katcha river too

HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Several unauthorised brick kilns have been 
removing earth from the embankment along 
the Katcha river in Indurkani upazila for over 
a year, but the authorities still seem to be 
oblivious of the criminal act. 

In clear violation of environmental 
laws as well as the ‘Brick Making and Kiln 
Establishment (Control) Act 2013’, five brick 
kilns are being operated illegally within close 
proximity of localities and agricultural land in 
Char Kholpatua village of the upazila. 

Despite the fact, no one dares to protest the 
crime, as the owners of the kilns are highly 
influential in the area, said villagers.

Aside from being victims of various forms 
of environmental pollution, they also face 
threat of flooding due to the damage inflicted 
on at least two locations of the Katcha river 
embankment.      

The village has been experiencing floods ever 
since the authorities of HBI brick field levelled a 
part of the embankment over a year ago for easy 

shipment of bricks using the adjacent waterway, 
they also said.   

Moreover, not only it is surrounded by crop 
fields, pitch black effluent from the brick kiln is 
released into several ponds, dug in the middle 
of rice fields, and into a network of drainage 
running through the crop fields.   

When this correspondent was visiting the 
area recently and asked HBI owner Ramiz 
Howlader about the matter, he refused to make 
any comment. However, a few of his employees 
claimed that the levee was damaged by flood.  

AMBI is another brick maker that also caused 
a substantial damage to the levee of the Katcha 
river in the same village. 

Its proprietor Monirul Islam alias Maruf 
however claimed that they were investing a 
large sum of money on construction of a second 
embankment to protect the original one.

The third illegal brick kiln, NBI, has long 
been making bricks with earth removed from 
the embankment. It is also causing severe air 
pollution by burning firewood in its furnace.

There are only three licensed brick kilns in 

the entire upazila and the illegal ones continue 
to operate openly in remote areas where 
monitoring of the authorities is almost absent, 
said locals. 

Abdur Rahim Khan, a resident of Kholpatua 
village, said, “Although the brick kiln owners 
are involved in numerous illegal activities, no 
steps have ever been taken against them.” 

When the attention of Khadija Akter, sub-
assistant engineer of Water Development Board 
(WDB) in Pirojpur, was drawn over the situation 
at Kholpatua village, she claimed ignorance. 
“Since I’ve come to learn about the matter from 
you, I’ll definitely look into it,” she said. 

This correspondent was unable to reach 
Kamruzzaman Sarker, deputy director of the 
Department of Environment in Barisal Division, 
for his comments as several calls made on his 
cell phone went unanswered.

Contacted, Pirojpur Deputy Commissioner 
Abu Ali Md Shazzad Hossain said they routinely 
conduct drives against such illegal brick kilns. 
“We won’t allow any illegal brick kiln in the 
district,” he assured.

1. Earth removed from a section of the embankment along the Katcha river in Char Kholpatua village 

of Pirojpur’s Indurkani upazila. 2. A flattened part of the same embankment. 3. Liquid waste being 

released in a network of drainage that runs through surrounding crop fields.
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