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Five illegal brick kilns in 
one village!

In brazen defiance of the law, the kilns are destroying 
the embankment of the Katcha river too

HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Several unauthorised brick kilns have been 
removing earth from the embankment along 
the Katcha river in Indurkani upazila for over 
a year, but the authorities still seem to be 
oblivious of the criminal act. 

In clear violation of environmental 
laws as well as the ‘Brick Making and Kiln 
Establishment (Control) Act 2013’, five brick 
kilns are being operated illegally within close 
proximity of localities and agricultural land in 
Char Kholpatua village of the upazila. 

Despite the fact, no one dares to protest the 
crime, as the owners of the kilns are highly 
influential in the area, said villagers.

Aside from being victims of various forms 
of environmental pollution, they also face 
threat of flooding due to the damage inflicted 
on at least two locations of the Katcha river 
embankment.      

The village has been experiencing floods ever 
since the authorities of HBI brick field levelled a 
part of the embankment over a year ago for easy 

shipment of bricks using the adjacent waterway, 
they also said.   

Moreover, not only it is surrounded by crop 
fields, pitch black effluent from the brick kiln is 
released into several ponds, dug in the middle 
of rice fields, and into a network of drainage 
running through the crop fields.   

When this correspondent was visiting the 
area recently and asked HBI owner Ramiz 
Howlader about the matter, he refused to make 
any comment. However, a few of his employees 
claimed that the levee was damaged by flood.  

AMBI is another brick maker that also caused 
a substantial damage to the levee of the Katcha 
river in the same village. 

Its proprietor Monirul Islam alias Maruf 
however claimed that they were investing a 
large sum of money on construction of a second 
embankment to protect the original one.

The third illegal brick kiln, NBI, has long 
been making bricks with earth removed from 
the embankment. It is also causing severe air 
pollution by burning firewood in its furnace.

There are only three licensed brick kilns in 

the entire upazila and the illegal ones continue 
to operate openly in remote areas where 
monitoring of the authorities is almost absent, 
said locals. 

Abdur Rahim Khan, a resident of Kholpatua 
village, said, “Although the brick kiln owners 
are involved in numerous illegal activities, no 
steps have ever been taken against them.” 

When the attention of Khadija Akter, sub-
assistant engineer of Water Development Board 
(WDB) in Pirojpur, was drawn over the situation 
at Kholpatua village, she claimed ignorance. 
“Since I’ve come to learn about the matter from 
you, I’ll definitely look into it,” she said. 

This correspondent was unable to reach 
Kamruzzaman Sarker, deputy director of the 
Department of Environment in Barisal Division, 
for his comments as several calls made on his 
cell phone went unanswered.

Contacted, Pirojpur Deputy Commissioner 
Abu Ali Md Shazzad Hossain said they routinely 
conduct drives against such illegal brick kilns. 
“We won’t allow any illegal brick kiln in the 
district,” he assured.

1. Earth removed from a section of the embankment along the Katcha river in Char Kholpatua village 

of Pirojpur’s Indurkani upazila. 2. A flattened part of the same embankment. 3. Liquid waste being 

released in a network of drainage that runs through surrounding crop fields.
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1 killed over land dispute  
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

A man was killed during a scuffle between two 
groups of villagers allegedly over a disputed 
land in a in Chapainawabganj municipality 
yesterday.

The victim, Mojibur Rahman, 52, was 
son of Nazrul Islam of Horipur area in the 
municipality.

Police said following altercations, a scuffle 

took place between two groups after Mojibur 
and his men obstructed Mosharof and his 
supporters when the latter went to take 
possession of a disputed land. At one stage, 
Mojibur suddenly fell to the ground and 
went unconscious. 

Neighbours took him to Chapainawabganj 
Sadar Hospital where the doctors declared 
him dead, Officer in Charge of Sadar Police 
Station Mozaffar Hossain said. 
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Jaishankar arrives in Dhaka today
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Airforce Base in the capital at 10:00am.
They will hold a bilateral meeting for an 

hour at state guesthouse Padma and then 
hold a joint press briefing. Jaishankar will 
then call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 
the afternoon and then inaugurate a branch of 
the Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre in Gulshan 
before flying back to Delhi in the evening.

Officials concerned said Jaishankar and 
Momen, during their meeting, will take stock 
of the bilateral relations and the MoUs that 
are likely to be signed during Indian Prime 
Minister’s visit.

“We have some pertinent issues that will be 
discussed during the meeting. Those include 
sharing of common rivers, including Teesta, 
joint border management to bring border 
killings to a zero, reducing trade barriers 
and promoting regional connectivity,” said a 
foreign ministry official.

During Modi’s visit, he is likely to visit 
the Bangabandhu Memorial in Tungipara 
-- the birthplace of the Father of the Nation, 
join celebrations of the country’s 50th year 
of independence, join the birth centenary 
of Bangabandhu and hold a summit-level 
meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

India seeks to speed up the connectivity 
projects -- rail, road and waterways -- to 
connect India to its North Eastern region 
through Bangladesh, while Bangladesh seeks 
to strengthen regional connectivity and 
cooperation.

“There are always some expectations 

centring all the visits, or least to take the issues 
forward through discussions,” M Shahriar 
Alam, Bangladesh state minister for foreign 
affairs, told reporters on Tuesday.

As Bangladesh is on its way to graduate 
from the LDC status by 2024, the government 
seeks to sign a comprehensive economic 
partnership agreement with India at the 
soonest, a foreign ministry official said.

Bangladesh also wants to join the India-
Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway, an 
issue raised by Dhaka during Narendra 
Modi’s virtual meeting with Sheikh Hasina 
on December 17 last year. The issue may be 
raised again during the two foreign ministers’ 
bilateral meeting today.

“Dhaka also sought to get access to Nepal 
and Bhutan through five new routes. This 
can also come up during the discussion,” the 
official said.

The post-Covid cooperation will be an 
important aspect of the meeting, he said. 
India is yet to start issuing tourist visas due to 
the pandemic, though it is issuing medical, 
official and business visas. 

India also gifted Bangladesh two million 
vaccines, manufactured by the Serum 
Institute of India. Bangladesh is buying 
another 30 million vaccines from India 
through Beximco Pharmaceuticals.

As India is now a member of the UN 
Security Council, Bangladesh expects it 
to play a strong role during the Rohingya 
repatriation from Bangladesh to Myanmar, 
officials said. 


