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ENTTHTITZE World won't vanquish
Three female media workers . .
virus this year: WHO

shot to death in Afghanistan
Three female media workers were shot and killed Global cases up fOT ﬁTSt time iTl 7 weeks;
Pfizer, AZ jabs ‘highly effective’ in elderly

in the eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad yesterday,
AFP, Geneva
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their TV network said, in what appeared to be
the latest targeted killing to rock the war-torn
country. Zalmai Latifi, the director at Enikass
TV, said the women were killed in two separate
attacks. All three worked in the dubbing
department for the broadcaster. No group has
so far claimed responsibility for the attacks.
Journalists, religious scholars, activists and
judges have all been targeted in a recent wave
of political assassinations that has spread panic
across Afghanistan and forced many into hiding
-- with some even fleeing the country.

All 279 kidnapped Nigerian

students released: governor

All 279 girls kidnapped from their boarding
school in northern Nigeria have been released
and are on government premises, the local
governor told AFP yesterday. Authorities
initially said 317 girls were abducted in the raid
by hundreds of gunmen on the Government
Girls Secondary School in remote Jangebe
village on Friday. But the governor said the
“total number of female students abducted”
was 279. Heavily armed criminal gangs in
northwest and central Nigeria have stepped up
attacks in recent years, kidnapping for ransom,
raping and pillaging.

One in four will have hearing
problems by 2050: WHO

One in four of the world’s population will
suffer from hearing problems by 2050, the
World Health Organization warned yesterday,
calling for extra investment in prevention

The number of new coronavirus infections globally rose last week for
the first time in seven weeks, as the World Health Organization said It is
unrealistic to think the world will be done with the Covid-19 pandemic
by the end of the year.

WHO emergencies director Michael Ryan said it might however be
possible to take the tragedy out of the coronavirus crisis by reducing
hospitalisations and deaths. But the virus remains in control, he added,
especially given that global new case numbers increased last week after six
consecutive weeks of decline.

“It will be very premature, and I think unrealistic, to think that we're
going to finish with this virus by the end of the year,” Ryan told journalists.

WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said new case
numbers rose last week in Europe, the Americas, southeast Asia and the
eastern Mediterranean mainly due to people letting down their guard.

“Vaccines will help to save lives, but if countries rely solely on vaccines,
they're making a mistake. Basic public health measures remain the
foundation of the response,” he added.

He welcomed Monday’s first injections of doses delivered through the
Covax, which were administered in Ghana and the Ivory Coast.

Meanwhile, official data showed that the Pfizer and Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccines have been “highly effective” in reducing infections and severe
illness among elderly people in Britain.

In the over 80s, a single dose of either vaccine is more than 80 percent
effective at preventing hospitalisation around three to four weeks after
the jab, according to a Public Health England real-world study that has
gathered data since January.
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Protesters react to tear gas as they clash with police during a demonstration against the military coup in the
northwestern town of Kale, Myanmar, yesterday. Security forces fired live rounds and tear gas at protesters again

yesterday, leaving at least three people critically injured a day after at least 18 people were killed. PHOTO: AFP
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worldwide have hearing problems currently,
it said. Since nearly 80 percent of people with
hearing loss live in poor countries, most are not
getting the help they need.

Navalny poisoning: US

Yemen - less than half the $3.85 billion the world
body was seeking for 2021 to avert a large-scale
famine.

“For most people, life in Yemen is now
unbearable. Childhood in Yemen is a special kind
of hell. Yemeni children are starving,” Guterres

world’s largest humanitarian crisis.

Some 80% of Yemenis need help, with 400,000 .
children under the age of 5 severely malnourished, | I
according to UN data. For much of its food, the
country relies on imports that have been badly
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