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Faraaz Hossain Foundation, DCI, 
RSC jointly hold free 
eye-care camp in Pabna
CITY DESK

Distressed Children & Infants International 
(DCI) and Rights and Sight for Children 
(RSC), in partnership with Faraaz Hossain 
Foundation, organised a free eye screening 
camp at Sreekol Aziza Smriti High School 
in Pabna Sadar on Sunday, from 10am to 
4pm, said a press release.   

Dr Enamul Karim and a team of doctors 
of Pabna Eye Hospital & Phaco Center 
provided treatment to patients at the camp. 
The camp’s goal was to identify and treat 
underprivileged people who needed eye 
surgery, medicine or eyeglasses but were 
financially unable to seek treatment. 

A total of 823 underprivileged children 
and adults received treatment. Among 
them, 105 patients were diagnosed with 
cataracts and 330 with refractive errors, and 
285 eyeglasses were provided. 

The rest of the refractive error patients 

will receive eyeglasses on Monday at the 
school. Corrective surgeries and eyeglasses 
will be free of cost. A total of 625 patients 
received medicine from the camp, and 
cataract patients will receive surgery from 
tomorrow at Pabna Eye Hospital.

The camp was held in memory of late 
Faraaz Ayaaz Hossain, who passed away in 
the Holey Artisan attack while standing by 
his friends.

Founder and Executive Director of DCI 
Dr Ehsan Hoque sent a special message for 
the eye camp, wishing for great success. 

Mosharaf Hossain, chairperson of Pabna 
Sadar upazila, attended the camp as chief 
guest. Krishibid Dr Shamsul Hossain; Awal 
Kabir Joy, chairperson of Department of 
Social Work, Pabna University of Science and 
Technology; and renowned businessperson 
and social worker Humayon Kabir Pavel, 
Tahmeed Ibne Mazhar from Faraaz Hossain 
Foundation attended among others.

LabAid Cancer 
Hospital launched
CITY DESK

The official journey of LabAid Cancer Hospital and Super 
Specialty Center has started through a programme, said a 
press release. 

Dr AM Shamim, chairman, LabAid Cancer Hospital, 
inaugurated the event where a milad mahfil was organised.
From now on, regular medical services will be provided 
outside the hospital and centre. Shakeef Shamim, 
managing director of LabAid Cancer Hospital, cut a cake at 
the opening ceremony where a team of specialist doctors 
and senior officials of LabAid Group were also present.
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The case was investigated by Inspector Md Shafiqul Islam 
of Jalalabad Police Station, and he pressed charges on 
May 6, 2018.

In the charge-sheet, Foyzul, his associate Sohag Miah 
of Sunamganj’s Derai upazila, father Mawlana Atiqur 
Rahman, mother Minara Begum, uncle Mawlana Fazlur 
Rahman and brother Enamul Hasan are accused.

The investigation officer stated that Foyzul was working 
at Quran Sunnah Research Centre at Surma Market in 
Sylhet, after failing to complete his Alim from an Alia 
madrasa.

Inspired by his Kuwait expatriate uncle Sadiqur 
Rahman, he started learning more about radical Islamism.

After listening to sermons of Muhammad Jasimuddin 
Rahmani and reading his book, which supposedly 
promoted the idea of killing a number of notable 
personalities, Foyzul decided to act. 

He then downloaded a book titled “Easy Strategy to 
Kill Silently”, according to the investigating officer. 

Meanwhile, he befriended Sohag Ahmed, who also 
supplied resources to Foyzul, which provoked him to 
attack Dr Iqbal. Before the attack, Foyzul scouted the 
campus several times to plan the attack. The plan and 
attack were carried out by him alone.

In the charge-sheet, Foyzul was accused of attacking, 
while Sohag of provoking and helping Foyzul and his 
family to hide his radical mentality and evidence.

However, Jasimuddin Rahmani, whose sermons and 
books greatly instigated Foyzul, was not indicted in the 
case.  
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Forum (BIPF), Manusher Jonno Foundation 
(MJF), Bangladesh Somajtantrik Dal, 
Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB), 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association (Bela) and Kapaeeng 
Foundation, expressed solidarity at the 
event.

Conducting the session, BIPF General 
Secretary Sanjeeb Drong said, “The plan to 
establish a five-star hotel on the ancestral 
land of Mro people is a sin and crime. 
We can’t make such imprudent plans just 
because we have money.”

“It is their ancestral and traditional land. 
Only they have the right to decide what 
they will do with it. They have a right to say 
‘no’, and we must respect such democratic 
rights.”

Cultural personality Mamunur Rashid 
said, “Development doesn’t mean 
only buildings. Why must the natural 
environment be destroyed by building 
these structures? Let them [Mro people] live 
their lives.”

Workers Party of Bangladesh General 
Secretary and MP Fazle Hossain Badsha 
said, “Chimbuk is a place of natural beauty. 
A miscreant group like Sikder Group has 
been permitted to build a hotel there. 
These miscreants have now turned into the 
owners of Bangladesh.”

“Bangladesh is not a place to loot for any 
corporate group,” he added.

Dhaka University Professor Robaet 
Ferdous said, “There’s no quality primary 
and high school there. Then why will there 
be a five-star hotel? For whose interest? 
Is it for corporate people to have fun and 

get entertained? I ask the government to 
establish schools, colleges and quality 
hospitals there first.”

“It has been 50 years since our 
independence. We believe the state doesn’t 
only need to be neutral in terms of religion, 
but also race, language and gender,” he 
said, adding that a state should be based on 
pluralism, not monolithic ideology.

MJF Executive Director Shaheen Anam 
said, “The demand of the Mro people is only 
to live on their ancestral land, maintaining 
their language, culture and livelihood. Is it 
too much for a community to ask?”

“No democratic and people-friendly 
government can allow the eviction of such 
a large number of people,” she said, adding 
that Mro people’s lives and livelihood will 
be endangered in the name of development. 

Seeking attention of the prime minister, 
DU Associate Professor Zobaida Nasreen 
urged Sheikh Hasina to intervene and save 
the community’s land.

Bela Chief Executive Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan said, “The constitution says that it 
is the responsibility of the state to save the 
environment. If hotels and eco-resorts are 
being built, then how will there be hills 
and forests for the next generation?”

“Bandarban itself is a five-star hotel. 
The entire Bandarban is an eco-resort. 
Why must there be a separate five-star 
hotel?” said Rizwana, emphasising the 
environmental significance of Bandarban.

Jatiya Adivasi Parishad President 
Rabindranath Soren, CPB central leader 
Ruhin Hossain Prince and Parbatya 
Chattogram Nagorik Committee President 
Goutam Dewan were also present at the 
event.
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Padak. We urge the 
government to keep Lily 
Chowdhury’s name in the 
list of Swadhinata Padak 
this year.”

Sammilito Sangskritik 
Jote president Golam 
Quddus, Ekushey Padak 
awardee Ramendu 
Majumdar, filmmaker 
and cultural personality 
Nasiruddin Yousuff and 
Lily Chowdhury’s son Asif 
Munier Tonmoy, among 
others, spoke at that time.

Ekattor Ghatak Dalal 
Nirmul Committee, in a 
statement, expressed deep 
shock at her death.

“We express our 
deep condolence to the 
bereaved family members 
and recall her (Lily 
Chowdhury) contribution 
in enhancing movement 
against fundamentalism 
and communalism in 
Bangladesh,” the statement 
said.

Lily Chowdhury passed 
away on Monday evening at 
her Banani residence at the 
age of 93.


