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if such confrontation continues, then 
they will not be able to escape the 
flames,” added Bangabandhu.

Bangabandhu, as a directive, called 
for a province-wide hartal from March 
3 to 6 from 6:00am to 2:00pm in 
all spheres including government 
offices, secretariat, High Court and 
other courts, semi-government and 
autonomous corporations, PIA, 
Railways and other communication 
services, transport -- private and public 
-- and all mills, factories, industrial 
and commercial establishments and 
markets. Exemptions are to be extended 
to ambulances, press cars, hospitals, 
medicine shops, electric and water 
supply services. Tajuddin Ahmad was 
entrusted with the task of formulating 
the directives. 

Archer K Blood, then American 
Consul General in Dhaka, assessed 
the situation as: “It seemed to us that 
the Sheikh [Mujib] was trying to walk 
a slippery path. On the one hand he 
was trying to maintain his leadership 
and keep the initiative by calling for an 
end to martial law and a continuation 
of the struggle. One the other hand he 
was seeking to cool the crowds so as to 
avoid a tightening of military control.”  
[Archer K Blood, The Cruel Birth of 
Bangladesh, UPL, 2006, pg. 162]
‘PPP HAS NEVER REJECTED 6 POINTS’
In a press conference held in Karachi 
on March 2, 1971, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
claimed his party had consistently 

endeavoured to go as close to the six-
point demands of the Awami League. 

“We did not demand a strong centre 
but only a federal centre that would 
have the character of keeping the 
country united federal state. We further 
manifested our ‘bona fides’ by mass 
mobilisation of public opinion in West 
Pakistan in favour of a constitution 
as close to the Six Points formula as 
possible,” he added. 

Regarding the postponement of the 
National Assembly session, Bhutto 
said, “We demanded postponement of 
the National Assembly session only to 
provide the two major parties with an 
opportunity to have another dialogue. 
We are willing to have this dialogue 
anywhere at any time that the Awami 
League would like. If the Awami League 
fails to reciprocate, the onus for the 
consequences will not be on us.”
SEARCH FOR A POLITICAL 
SOLUTION 
In search of a political solution to 
the situation created in East Pakistan 
after the sine die postponement of 
the National Assembly, Yahya Khan 
and Bhutto, accompanied by several 
of their key advisers, held a discussion 
on March 2, 1971. The goal was to 
find an institutional forum, short of a 
meeting of the National Assembly, that 
would be conducive to forge a political 
solution. Bhutto agreed to participate in 
a roundtable conference of all parties 
represented in the National Assembly. 

They planned for such a meeting so 
that they could face Awami League in 
situation that would be morally, though 
not legally, binding. [Richard Sisson 
and Leo E Rose, War and Secession: 
Pakistan, India, and the Creation of 
Bangladesh, UCP, 1990, pg. 96] 
CURFEW IMPOSED IN DHAKA CITY
At about 7:30 pm the imposition of 
curfew in Dhaka city, from 9:00pm 
to 8:00am the following morning, 
was announced through radio. 
Subsequently, the Martial Law 
Administrator (MLA) announced that 
the curfew would continue on a daily 
basis from 7:00pm to 7:00am until 
calm was restored.  

As soon as the announcement of the 
curfew was made, students came out 
of their hostels and general people of 
their houses and formed processions, 
chanting slogans to oppose it. Their 
slogans “Sandhya ain mani na”, “Joy 
Bangla”, “Bir Bangali osthro dhoro, 
Bangladesh shadhin koro” echoed 
throughout the city. The curfew was 
broken and barricades were formed.

In front of Morning News newspaper 
office at DIT intersection, the military 
opened fire on people at around 
9:30pm. When another procession of 
people broke the curfew and headed 
towards the Governor’s House, they also 
became targets of bullets. 

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 

sajen1986@gmail.com

Argentine titanosaur
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from being a new species of titanosaur, is 
that it is the oldest recorded for this group 
worldwide,” a statement quoted researcher 
Pablo Gallina of the Conicet scientific 
council as saying.
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VOTER TURNOUT

AL wins 80pc mayor posts
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phase, with all polling centres using 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs). Polls 
were held in 60 municipalities in the 
second phase, including 26 using EVMs.

Sixty-three municipalities went to 
elections in the third phase with all of them 
using ballot papers. In the fourth phase, 
polls were held in 58 municipalities and 29 
of them used EVMs.

Thirty municipalities went to polls on 
Sunday in the fifth phase and all of them 
used EVMs.
LOWEST TURNOUT
EC data shows that the voter turnout in the 
fifth phase of the municipal elections was 
the lowest.

Asked about the reason for the low voter 
turnout, Badiul Alam said, “Voters have 
lost their interest in casting ballots as they 
have lost faith in the Election Commission. 

People’s faith in the commission has 
reached ‘zero’ level. They are biased towards 
one party.”

Voter turnout was 65.25 percent in the 
first phase, 61.92 percent in the second, 
70.42 percent in the third, 65.86 percent 
in the fourth and 58.67 percent in the fifth 
phase, according to EC statistics.

The average voter turnout in the 
municipalities polls was 65 percent. The 
figure was much lower than those of the 
municipal polls in 2015 and 2011.

Elections to 234 municipalities in 2015 
were held in one day and the turnout was 
around 74 percent. Polls to 250 municipalities 
in 2011 were held in four phases and the 
average turnout rate was 78 percent.

Municipality elections are held once 
every five years. Political parties registered 
with the EC can take part only in mayoral 
elections.

Lily Chy
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She will be buried at the 
Banani Graveyard beside 
her mother and son after her 
namaz-e-janaza following 
Zuhr prayers, he added.

City

300 BNP men sued, 13 placed 
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five-day remand each and another on two-
day remand in the same case. They are among 
the named accused, said court sources.

The court’s remand orders came after the 
investigation officer of the case produced the 
arrestees before it seeking 10-day remand for 
each.

The FIR of the case mentioned that police 
fired 75 bullets, 26 pellets and four teargas 
shells during the incident to disperse the 
protesters and ensure “public safety”.

Among the accused are BNP Joint 
Secretary General Habibun Nabi Khan Sohel, 
Jubo Dal General Secretary Sultan Salauddin 
Tuku, Swechhasebak Dal General Secretary 
Abdul Kader Bhuiyan, JCD President Fazlur 
Rahman Khokon, and General Secretary 
Iqbal Hossain Shyamol. Among the other 
named accused are central and district level 
JCD leaders.

Chhatra Dal, the pro-BNP students’ front, 
was scheduled to hold the rally in front of 
the Jatiya Press Club on Sunday morning 
protesting the move to revoke the gallantry 
award of late president Ziaur Rahman, and 
also demanding repeal of the Digital Security 
Act and an investigation into the death of 
writer Mushtaq in prison custody. Witnesses 
said police dispersed the JCD men before 
they could start the rally.

At least 40 people, including cops, were 
hurt in sporadic clashes between police and 
JCD men that lasted for about 40 minutes.

At one stage of the clashes, police entered 
the press club premises to drive JCD men 
away. Law enforcers were also seen firing 
rubber bullets and teargas shells towards the 
press club.

Yesterday, the JCD staged demonstrations 
on different university campuses and in 
districts protesting the police attack and arrests.
‘POLICE DEMONSTRATED EXTREME 
PATIENCE’
Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan yesterday 
said police “dealt the situation with extreme 
patience” during the clashes on Sunday.

The minister was replying to journalists’ 
questions after attending the Police Memorial 
Day programme in the capital.

The minister said a few cops entered 
the press club premises and that they fired 
teargas shells to control the situation. He 
said the press club authorities should take 
the responsibility to prevent outsiders from 
entering its premises.
PROTESTS CONTINUE
Protests continued for the fourth consecutive 
day yesterday demanding justice for the 
death of writer Mushtaq and abolishment of 
the controversial Digital Security Act.

Around 200 leaders and activists of 
left-leaning Progressive Students Alliance 
brought out a procession from in front of 
Raju Memorial Sculpture on the Dhaka 
University campus and marched towards 
the Bangladesh Secretariat to lay seize to the 
home ministry around noon. 

Police intercepted the procession before 
the DPDC building near the secretariat. The 
protesters held a rally there.

The demonstrators demanded release of 
all prisoners, including cartoonist Ahmed 
Kabir Kishore, held in cases filed under the 
DSA. They also demanded release of their 
eight leaders and activists who were arrested 
during demonstrations over Mushtaq’s death 
and withdrawal of cases filed against them.

Talking to reporters, DMP ADC Harunur 
Rashid said he thanked the protesters for 
ending their rally peacefully at the request of 
police.

Addressing another programme, organised 
by Bangladesh Chhatra Adhikar Parishad, 
on the DU campus later in the day, former 
Ducsu VP Nurul Haque Nur demanded the 
DSA be repealed soon. He warned of waging 
a tougher movement soon if the demand was 
not met.
INFO MINISTER ON SUNDAY’S INCIDENT
Information Minister Hasan Mahmud 
yesterday said using a neutral organisation 
like the Jatiya Press Club as a shield during 
a clash is tantamount to committing an 
offence.

“Jatiya Press Club is a neutral national 
organisation and it is an institution of 
journalists. It is open to all irrespective of 
opinions and political parties. So, carrying 
out attacks on police from there is really 
unacceptable,” he said.

Hasan, also the Awami League joint 
general secretary, was replying to reporters’ 
queries at his ministry, reports BSS.

He said the question should be raised first 
why a journalist of ATN Bangla got injured in 
the attack from JCD activists.

About the DSA, the minister said similar 
provisions of chapter VI of the act are also in 
Chapter XI of the Information Technology Act 
of India and in Section 16 of the Protection 
of Electronic Crimes Act of Pakistan.

Suu Kyi hit
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yesterday, witnesses said. They later combed 
through side streets firing rubber bullets 
and at least one person was hurt, media 
reported.

In an evening address on state television 
army chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
said protest leaders and “instigators” 
would be punished. The army was also 
investigating financial abuse by the civilian 
government, he said.

Stop giving publicity to ‘nuisance’
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bail six times before he died on 
February 24. His death triggered 
condemnation and demonstrations 
across the country against the DSA.

Foreign Minister Momen said 
the American media would never 
entertain such remarks if the 
Bangladesh ambassador expressed 
concern over the killings in schools, 
malls or restaurants although mass 
shootings lead to many deaths in 
America.

“Ours is a strange country. We 
don’t know why he died, but find the 
foreigners concerned. And our media 
publish it too,” he told reporters after 
his visit to the US from Feb 23-27.

Death in jail is quite common in 
the US, he said, referring to his visit 
to American prisons during his stay in 
the US a few years ago.

During the latest visit to 
Washington, he met with US officials, 
including Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, Presidential Special Envoy 
on Climate Change John Kerry, and 
several Congressmen, and participated 
in webinars on the Rohingya crisis, the 
US-Bangladesh relationship, trade, 
and investment.

Momen also met UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres, gave 
interviews to Washington Post, Voice 
of America and a Bangla newspaper.

Asked if there were discussions on 
the Al Jazeera report “All the Prime 
Minister’s Men”, he said only the 
journalists from a few Bangla TV 
channels had questions about it.

He termed the Al Jazeera report 
“nothing but drama” devoid of facts.

Some people found that Al Jazeera 
showed General Aziz going to Malaysia 
from Singapore and his brother going 
to the airport to receive him in Kuala 
Lumpur. But the location where his 
brother went was actually a European 
airport, because there were logos of 
Europe in the background, he said.

“When General Aziz was getting 
into the car [in Kuala Lumpur]... the 
car his brother was shown getting 
into had European number plate, 
but General Aziz was in the car with 
a Kuala Lumpur number plate. They 
[Al Jazeera] could not make a good 
match. Cut and paste have not worked 
well…” he said.

About the surveillance equipment 
that the Al Jazeera report refers to, 
Momen said many peacekeepers 
died in Darfur and each had to be 
compensated with $70,000.

It was 2016 when AK Abdul Momen 
was Permanent Representative of 
Bangladesh to the UN. During that 
time, the US took a strong initiative to 
reduce the deaths of peacekeepers.

“They spoke of providing 

surveillance equipment to the 
peacekeepers to reduce the number of 
deaths. We were then the number one 
peacekeeper-sending nation. So, we 
agreed to it. Many countries initially 
did not agree, but they finally agreed.”

After searching a lot, Bangladesh 
found a Hong Kong-based dealer and 
signed a deal with it in 2016. That 
company supplied the surveillance 
equipment in 2018 from Hungary, he 
said.

“General Aziz was not the chief of 
the army then. He was then the head 
of BGB. He had no role to play… 
Therefore, linking General Aziz and 
his brother behind the purchase of the 
surveillance equipment is baseless… 
the drama had not been performed 
properly.”

It cannot be said that General Aziz 
is a bad person if his brother is bad, 
the foreign minister said.

“If there was any fact in the 
allegations, we would have 
definitely investigated it. Al Jazeera’s 
information, in that case, would 
have been helpful. If you media 
people provide us with the correct 
information, it will always be helpful 
to us.

“Al Jazeera said his brothers are bad 
persons, therefore, he [Gen Aziz] is 
also a bad person. This is not factual,” 
Momen said.  

HC to pass
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and Rashtrochinta activist 
Didarul Islam  Bhuiyan, were 
prosecuted under the DSA by 
Rab-3’s Assistant Director Abu  
Bakar Siddique on May 6 last 
year.

Kishore and Mushtaq were 
arrested on May 5 last year 
and Didarul was arrested the 
following day.

On January 11, police 
pressed charges against 
Kishore, Mushtaq and 
Didarul, dropping the names 
of the eight others.

But,  Dhaka Cyber Tribunal 
on February 10 ordered 
the Counter Terrorism and  
Transnational Crime (CTTC) 
unit to further investigate 
charges against  all 11 accused.

Didarul was granted bail in 
September last year,  Mushtaq 
died in custody last Thursday 
and Kishore has been behind 
bars  for nine months. Kishore 
and Mushtaq’s bail petitions 
were rejected six  times, with 
the last occasion being on 
January 6, according to their  
lawyers.
YESTERDAY’S HEARING
In the hearing,  Jyotirmoy 
Barua said he had filed it 
seeking bail for both Kishore 
and  Mushtaq but the latter 
died on Thursday while in 
custody.

Although  the first 
information report (FIR) 
mentioned that they have  
deteriorated law and order 
situation and created 
confusion, it did not  mention 
how they have done so, the 
lawyer said.

Talking about his  client, 
the lawyer said Kishore is a 
cartoonist and cartoonists,  
anywhere in the world, 
criticise different activities of 
government  through cartoons 
and this is nothing new.

Kishore is also a human  
rights defender who works 
for the rights of marginalised 
people,  especially transgender 
people, said Jyotirmoy, adding 
that Kishore even  received 
an international award for 
cartoon while he was in jail.

Citing  the case 
document, the lawyer said 
the complainant had only 
gotten  information after the 
cartoonist was arrested and his 
mobile phone and  computer 
were seized.

When the lawyer talked 
about weak points of  the case, 
the court said this is a new 
law and there is a shortage 
of  trained people and 
investigators.

Jyotirmoy replied that in 
case there was any fault in 
the case, the accused, not the 
police, would get the benefit.

The  lawyer said as per the 
law, the investigating officer 
was supposed to  submit 
charge sheet within 60 days 
of filing of the case. In default, 
15  days can be given and 
the cyber tribunal can allow 
30 more days,  meaning 
the investigation must be 
completed within 105 days of 
filing  the case, he said.

But the charge sheet was 
submitted on January  11 and 
instead of accepting it, the 
cyber tribunal ordered further  
investigation, he said.

Jyotirmoy said Mushtaq 
and Kishore were  produced 
before the tribunal on 
February 23 when an 
investigation report  was 
scheduled to be submitted.

On that day, Kishore told  
Jyotirmoy that he was tortured 
in custody and that his right 
ear was  nearly impaired and a 
scar had developed on his left 
leg, the lawyer  said.

Jyotirmoy said he informed 
the Metropolitan Session 
Judge’s  Court verbally but 
Kishore was not granted bail. 
Jyotirmoy said there  are many 
faults in the case and they 
would mention those during 
the  trial stage but his client 
has a social standing and is 
now ailing, so  he should be 
granted bail.

He said as per the law, an 
accused must  be produced 
during a remand hearing but 
Kishore was not produced 
before  the court during his 
remand hearing on Sunday.

The HC bench said this 
is a separate issue and set 
tomorrow for giving order.
POLICE SEEK PERMISSION
TO QUIZ DIDARUL, 
MINHAJ
Police have submitted a 
petition seeking permission to 
interrogate two accused who 
are now out on bail in the 
same case.

The  accused are Didarul 
and Minhaj Mannan Emon, 
managing director of BLE  
securities and shareholder-
director of Dhaka Stock 
Exchange.

Additional  Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate Abu 
Bakar Siddique yesterday set 
March 10  for hearing on the 
petition in presence of the 
accused.

On  February 25, newly-
appointed investigation 
officer Md Afchhar Ahmed,  
sub-inspector of Counter 
Terrorism and Transnational 
Crime (CTTC) unit  of police, 
submitted the petition.


