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UK aid charities warn of famine 

as Covid hits poorer nations
AFP, London

A coalition of UK aid agencies warned 
yesterday that the Covid-19 pandemic is 
worsening the “dire humanitarian” crisis in 
fragile states and raising the risk of famine, 
including in Yemen.

Parts of Yemen and South Sudan are 
already on the brink of famine, while 
Afghanistan and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo are at risk, driven by the 
pandemic’s economic impact, the Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) said in a 
new report.

The warning came as the United Nations 
appealed at an online conference yesterday 
for $3.85 billion (4.45 billion euros) to 
prevent large-scale famine in Yemen.

The DEC report covered also Somalia 
and Syria, and the plight of Rohingya 
refugees from Myanmar sheltering in 
camps in Bangladesh. 

“People living in places made perilous 
by conflict, violence and climate disasters 
are coping with the coronavirus pandemic 
as best they can, but the odds are stacked 
against them,” DEC chief executive Saleh 
Saeed said.

“The knock-on effects of the pandemic 
have crippled economies, making the 
world’s poorest people even poorer,” he 
added.

“Without continued support, many lives 
will be lost -- not just from Covid-19 itself, 
but from the economic impact of the virus.”

Pro-democracy supporters make hand signs outside the West Kowloon court in Hong Kong yesterday, 

ahead of court appearances by dozens of dissidents charged with subversion in the largest use yet of 

Beijing’s sweeping new national security law. PHOTO: AFP
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if such confrontation continues, 
then they will not be able to escape 
the flames,” added Bangabandhu.

Bangabandhu, as a directive, 
called for a province-wide hartal 
from March 3 to 6 from 6:00am 
to 2:00pm in all spheres including 
government offices, secretariat, 
High Court and other courts, semi-
government and autonomous 
corporations, PIA, Railways and 
other communication services, 
transport -- private and public -- 
and all mills, factories, industrial 
and commercial establishments 
and markets. Exemptions are to be 
extended to ambulances, press cars, 
hospitals, medicine shops, electric 
and water supply services. Tajuddin 
Ahmad was entrusted with the task 
of formulating the directives. 

Archer K Blood, then American 
Consul General in Dhaka, assessed 
the situation as: “It seemed to us 
that the Sheikh [Mujib] was trying 
to walk a slippery path. On the one 
hand he was trying to maintain his 
leadership and keep the initiative 
by calling for an end to martial law 
and a continuation of the struggle. 
One the other hand he was seeking 
to cool the crowds so as to avoid 
a tightening of military control.”  
[Archer K Blood, The Cruel Birth of 
Bangladesh, UPL, 2006, pg. 162]
‘PPP HAS NEVER REJECTED 6 
POINTS’
In a press conference held in 
Karachi on March 2, 1971, Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto claimed his party had 
consistently endeavoured to go as 

close to the six-point demands of 
the Awami League. 

“We did not demand a strong 
centre but only a federal centre that 
would have the character of keeping 
the country united federal state. We 
further manifested our ‘bona fides’ 
by mass mobilisation of public 
opinion in West Pakistan in favour 
of a constitution as close to the 
Six Points formula as possible,” he 
added. 

Regarding the postponement 
of the National Assembly session, 
Bhutto said, “We demanded 
postponement of the National 
Assembly session only to provide 
the two major parties with an 
opportunity to have another 
dialogue. We are willing to have this 
dialogue anywhere at any time that 
the Awami League would like. If the 
Awami League fails to reciprocate, 
the onus for the consequences will 
not be on us.”
SEARCH FOR A POLITICAL 
SOLUTION 
In search of a political solution to 
the situation created in East Pakistan 
after the sine die postponement of 
the National Assembly, Yahya Khan 
and Bhutto, accompanied by several 
of their key advisers, held a discussion 
on March 2, 1971. The goal was 
to find an institutional forum, 
short of a meeting of the National 
Assembly, that would be conducive 
to forge a political solution. Bhutto 
agreed to participate in a roundtable 
conference of all parties represented 
in the National Assembly. They 

planned for such a meeting so that 
they could face Awami League in 
situation that would be morally, 
though not legally, binding. 
[Richard Sisson and Leo E Rose, War 
and Secession: Pakistan, India, and 
the Creation of Bangladesh, UCP, 
1990, pg. 96] 
CURFEW IMPOSED IN DHAKA 
CITY
At about 7:30 pm the imposition of 
curfew in Dhaka city, from 9:00pm 
to 8:00am the following morning, 
was announced through radio. 
Subsequently, the Martial Law 
Administrator (MLA) announced 
that the curfew would continue on a 
daily basis from 7:00pm to 7:00am 
until calm was restored.  

As soon as the announcement of 
the curfew was made, students came 
out of their hostels and general 
people of their houses and formed 
processions, chanting slogans to 
oppose it. Their slogans “Sandhya 
ain mani na”, “Joy Bangla”, “Bir 
Bangali osthro dhoro, Bangladesh 
shadhin koro” echoed throughout 
the city. The curfew was broken and 
barricades were formed.

In front of Morning News 
newspaper office at DIT intersection, 
the military opened fire on people 
at around 9:30pm. When another 
procession of people broke the 
curfew and headed towards the 
Governor’s House, they also became 
targets of bullets. 

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 

sajen1986@gmail.com
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and “instigators” would be 
punished. The army was 
also investigating financial 
abuse by the civilian 
government, he said.

Suu Kyi, aged 75, looked 
in good health during her 
appearance before a court 
in the capital Naypyidaw, 
one of her lawyers said. Two 
more charges were added to 
those filed against her after 
the coup, she said.

“I saw Amay on the video, 
she looks healthy,” lawyer 
Min Min Soe told Reuters, 
using an affectionate term 
meaning “mother” to refer 
to Suu Kyi.

Argentine
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from being a new species 
of titanosaur, is that it is 
the oldest recorded for 
this group worldwide,” a 
statement quoted researcher 
Pablo Gallina of the Conicet 
scientific council as saying.

Titanosaurs were 
members of the sauropod 
group -- gigantic plant-
eating lizards with long 
necks and tails that may 
have been the largest 
animals ever to walk the 
Earth.

Ex-president
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appeal and remains free, with no arrest 
warrant issued.

The verdict is the latest twist in the 
tumultuous political career of the 66-year-
old who ruled France from 2007 to 2012 
and remains a favourite for many on the 
right.

The conviction is likely to undermine any 
attempted comeback to frontline politics, 
an ambition he has denied, but which has 
been promoted by many supporters ahead 
of 2022 presidential elections.

Only one other French president, 
Sarkozy’s political mentor Jacques Chirac, 
was put on trial after leaving office, but he 
was excused from having to attend his 2011 
corruption trial because of ill health. 

Chirac received a two-year suspended 
sentence over the creation of ghost jobs at 
the Paris city hall to fund his party when he 
was mayor.

The verdict yesterday related to a case 
of influence peddling and corruption, one 
of at least four separate investigations into 
the former leader, who married former 
supermodel and singer Carla Bruni while 
in office.

Sarkozy was accused of offering to help 
a judge obtain a senior job in Monaco in 
exchange for putting pressure on an inquiry 
into his campaign finances.

The former president told the court 
during the trial he had “never committed 
the slightest act of corruption”.

Prosecutors called for him to be jailed 
for four years and serve a minimum of two, 
and asked for the same punishment for his 
co-defendants -- lawyer Thierry Herzog and 
the judge Gilbert Azibert.

“The events would not have occurred 
if a former president, as well as a lawyer, 
had kept in mind the magnitude, the 
responsibility, and the duties of his office,” 
prosecutor Jean-Luc Blachon told the court 
as the trial wound up in December.

The graft and influence-peddling charges 
-- among several legal cases against him -- 
carry a maximum sentence of 10 years and 
a fine of one million euros ($1.2 million).
‘WITH CERTAINTY’

Prosecutors say Sarkozy and Herzog tried 
to bribe judge Azibert over an inquiry into 
claims the former leader had received illicit 
payments from L’Oreal heiress Liliane 
Bettencourt during his successful 2007 
presidential campaign.

The state’s case is based on wiretaps 
of conversations between Herzog and 
Sarkozy, with prosecutors accusing him of 
“using secret telephone lines” to cover up 
his attempt to infiltrate the court.

Prosecutor Celine Guillet said it had 
been established “with certainty” that 
judge Azibert transmitted confidential 
information about the Bettencourt case to 
his friend Herzog.

One conversation “overwhelmingly” 
showed that Sarkozy had promised to 
intervene to get Azibert a post in Monaco, 
she said.

Sarkozy’s lawyer Jacqueline Laffont 
lashed out at the flaws and “emptiness” 
of the prosecutor’s accusations, with the 
defence also claiming that the tapped 
conversations had been just “chats between 
friends”.

Azibert, who was a senior adviser at 
France’s highest appeals court at the time, 
never got the job in Monaco.
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1st phase 65.25% 

2nd phase 61.92% 
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VOTER TURNOUT

AL wins 80pc mayor posts
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phase, polls were held in 58 municipalities 
and 29 of them used EVMs. 

Thirty municipalities went to polls on 
Sunday in the fifth phase and all of them 
used EVMs.
LOWEST TURNOUT

EC data shows that the voter turnout in the 
fifth phase of the municipal elections was 
the lowest.

Asked about the reason for the low voter 
turnout, Badiul Alam said, “Voters have 
lost their interest in casting ballots as they 
have lost faith in the Election Commission. 
People’s faith in the commission has 
reached ‘zero’ level. They are biased towards 
one party.”

Voter turnout was 65.25 percent in the 

first phase, 61.92 percent in the second 
phase, 70.42 percent in the third phase, 65.86 
percent in the fourth phase and 58.67 percent 
in the fifth phase, according to EC statistics.

The average voter turnout in the 
municipalities polls was 65 percent. The 
figure was much lower than those of the 
municipal polls in 2015 and 2011.

Elections to 234 municipalities in 2015 
were held in one day and the turnout 
was around 74 percent. Polls to 250 
municipalities in 2011 were held in four 
phases and the average turnout rate was 78 
percent.

Municipality elections are held once in 
every five years. Political parties registered 
with the EC can take part only in mayoral 
elections. 

4 arrested 
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house.
The suspects raped her throughout 

the night and left her critically ill, 
police added. 

The 12-year-old girl somehow 
managed to escape from the house 
and rushed to the mango orchard 
where she found her friend bound 
and tied.

The two of them then walked to a 
local market and called their families. 
The family members then rescued the 
girls. 

The victim’s mother filed a case 
accusing six men, including the four 
arrestees, said Tanvirul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Thakurgaon Sadar Police 
Station.

Ziaul Haque, who is investigating 
the case, said the accused admitted 
raping the girl during primary 
interrogation.

In Lalmonirhat, police arrested 
45-year-old madrasa teacher Saddam 
Hossain on charges of abducting and 
raping a 14-year-old girl, who was his 
student.

Saddam, who has two children, 
abducted the girl around a week ago 
and took her to his rented flat.

He kept the girl confined and raped 
her, said police, quoting the victim’s 
family members.

On Saturday night, the girl’s 
mother, with the help of locals, went 
to Saddam’s rented flat and rescued 
her. They also handed Saddam to the 
police, said Shah Alam, officer-in-
charge of Lalmonirhat Sadar Police 
Station.

Her mother filed a case against 
Saddam later, the officer added.

[Our correspondents from Thakurgaon 
and Lalmonirhat contributed to the story]

300 BNP men 
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and another on two-day remand in 
the case. They are among the named 
accused, said court sources.

The court placed the arrestees on 
remand after the investigation officer 
of the case produced them before it 
seeking 10-day remand for each.

The FIR of the case mentioned that 
police fired 75 bullets, 26 pellets and 
four teargas shells during the incident 
to disperse the protesters to ensure 
“public safety”.

Among the accused are BNP Joint 
Secretary Habibun Nabi Khan Sohel, 
Jubo Dal General Secretary Sultan 
Salauddin Tuku, Swechhasebak 
Dal General Secretary Abdul Kader 
Bhuiyan, JCD Pesident Fazlur Rahman 
Khokon, and General Secretary Iqbal 
Hossain Shyamol. Among the other 
named accused are central and district 
level JCD leaders.

PK Halder
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corporation, according to 
Canadian media reports.

He came under the 
spotlight during the anti-
casino drives in Bangladesh 
in 2019.

The ACC launched 
an investigation into the 
involvement of 43 people, 
including Halder, in the 
illegal casino business.

In January this year, the 
ACC filed five cases against 
33 people, including Halder, 
for allegedly laundering 
over Tk 350 crore of 
International Leasing and 
Financial Services Limited 
(ILFSL).

The ACC is also looking 
into allegations that Halder 
and his associates laundered 
over Tk 10,000 crore from 
four non-banking financial 
institutions (NBFIs) 
between 2014 and 2019.


