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An excavator removes earth from beside the brick kiln that was built after felling trees and levelling 

hillocks at Romana Para of Bandarban’s Ruma upazila.

Hillocks, forests in Ruma 
face onslaught of AL leader
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

The environment and natural resources in 
ecologically sensitive forested areas of Ruma 
upazila continue to be plundered for personal 
gains.

Hills and forests in remote Romana Para, within 
five kilometres of Keokradong hill, are facing 
onslaught of a brick manufacturer who started 
uprooting trees and razing hillocks to set up a brick 
kiln there about a month ago.

Jumlian Amlai, president of Bandarban chapter 
of Parbatya Chattogram Forest and Land Rights 
Protection Movement, said biodiversity of the area 
will be affected severely if the brick kiln -- set up in 
dense forest within five kilometres of Keokradong 
hill -- is allowed to continue its operations.  

Unless the administration takes stern action 
to shut down the kiln immediately, “it will cause 
grave damage to the ‘village common forest (VCF)’ 
and ‘unclassified state forest (USF)’ in the area,” he 
added.

Echoing the same sentiment, Ruma Upazila 
Parishad Vice-chairman Thang Kham Lian Bawm 
said, “The brick kiln will deal a severe blow to the 
environment of the area.”

Contacted over phone, Mohammad Milon, 
the brick kiln’s owner and also the president of 
Awami League’s Ward 3 unit under Bandarban 
municipality, claimed, “The kiln will not have any 
negative impact on the environment of the area.”

Without elaborating his claim any further, 

Milon hung up the phone.
Jewel Bawm, a leader of the Bawm community 

in the area and also a member of Bandarban Hill 
District Council, said they have been extending 
cooperation to Milon in operating the kiln to 
ensure continuation of various development works 
of the government in the area.

Contacted, Ruma Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
(UNO) Yamin Hossain said, “I had no knowledge 
of a brick kiln set up in the remote area of Ruma.”

Before a brick kiln is officially approved 
in Bandarban, a team, headed by the deputy 
commissioner and accompanied by the UNO of 
the upazila concerned, pays a visit to the site of the 
proposed brick kiln.

Since he never visited Romana Para as part of 
any such team, the brick kiln has to be illegal, the 
UNO of Ruma said, adding that he would make 
necessary inquiries into the allegation soon and 
take legal action accordingly.

“Biodiversity of the area will be 

affected severely if the brick kiln, set 

up within five kilometres of Keokra-

dong hill, is allowed to continue its 

operations.”
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HIT HARD BY COVID-19

Female mushroom farmer 
struggling for survival

Shukuria set up a small park beside her house and serves different items at 
cheaper price 

EAM ASADUZZAMAN                          

Shukuria Begum, 47, mother of three 
children at remote Laxmanpur village 
in Nilphamari’s Saidpur upazila, has 
been cultivating mushroom at her home 
premises using innovative technique for 
the last six years.

Things were going smoothly as foreign 
nationals particularly a section of Chinese 
people working in nearby Uttara EPZ of 
Nilphamari and Boropukuria coal mining 
company in neighboring Dinajpur were 
main clients as her mushroom was good 
in quality.

But coronavirus pandemic brought 
disaster as foreign buyers left the country 
and due to lack of communication, local 
retailers also failed to come compelling 
her to stop production. 

She lost her entire capital in the 
pandemic time in order to manage food 
for family and medicine for her husband 
as there was no alternative income.

As the pandemic situation is improving 
now, Shukuria has resumed little scale 
production arranging small capital by 

selling goats but she is struggling to meet 
the customers’ demand for want of capital. 

Her unique cultivation technique is 
evident at her innovative mushroom 
laboratory which is made of clay and 
straw in which temperature and humidity 
is controlled naturally to facilitate 
production of good quality mushroom.

The process she adopted is different 
from official procedure where laboratory 
is usually set up in a concrete room in 
which temperature and humidity needs to 
be controlled by using machineries.

“To attract customers, I have opened 
mushroom park beside my house on the 
bank of a pond where I serve healthy 
mushroom items cheaply,” said Shukuria. 

“My clients can enjoy the mushroom 
recipes in a natural setting where birds 
chirp all year round,” she added.

Every day she prepares different 
mushroom based items like rolls, soups, 
vegetables, paratas, biriyani and cakes as 
number of customers is increasing day by 
day, she went on saying.

Horticulturists informed that from a 
medium capacity laboratory, 30-50 kg 

mushroom can be collected daily and the 
market price is Tk 200 per kg whereas the 
cultivation cost stands at only Tk 50.

“For want of capital, my effort stumbles 
now as I can’t go for more production to 
meet the growing demand,” she lamented.

Sukuria inherited the mushroom 
cultivation from her husband Hafizur 
Rahman Gama, 52, after he fell seriously 
ill in 2015. Gama was also a successful 
mushroom grower. 

She and her husband received 
training on the mushroom cultivation 
and extension at the sub-center under 
Horticulture Division of the Department 
of Agriculture Extension (DAE) in 
Dinajpur in 2012. 

“The government is providing corona 
incentive to small entrepreneurs and 
if I were granted, I would be greatly 
benefitted,” she said with enthusiasm.

Contacted, Obaidur Rahman Mondol, 
deputy director of DAE in Nilphamari said, 
“We recommend mushroom growers to 
get government incentive so that they can 
recover from corona pandemic setback.”

Shukuria Begum cultivates mushroom at her home premises in Laxmanpur village of 

Nilphamari’s Saidpur upazila.
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