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Visually impaired students 
making fine jute products
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

They may not have the ability to see the 
light but their mind is not dark. Alongside 
pursuing education in braille system at 
various educational institutions, some 
23 students with visual impairments are 
also making jute products living in a non-
govt organisation RDRS Bangladesh in 
Haribhanga area of Lalmonirhat town.

They are making various types of jute 
products including bags, perch, shika, 
wall mats, table mats and others. There 
is a great demand for these jute products 
made perfectly by these visually impaired 
students. 

A local handicraft company is 
marketing the jute products made by the 
students.

Shimul Mohanta, Laily Akhtar, Bablu 
Mia and Manisha Khatun are among 23 
others visually impaired students who 
work together to produce jute products 
before and after going to school and 
college. They work three and a half hours 
every day on average. Now their hands 
have become seasoned in making jute 
products.

“There is no light in our eyes, but there 
is light in our mind. And this light shows 
us the way, instructs us in life. We have 
learned the task of exploiting the inner 
energy of the mind and do our task,” said 
Shimul Mohanta, a tenth-grader with 
vision impairment.  

“We will be able to generate income 
by making jute products when we return 
home. We will continue to make our 
living by making the products,” he said. 

Manisha Khatun, a student of HSC 
with vision impairment, said she likes 
to make jute products and she is happy 
to have found the opportunity to be self-
sufficient. 

“We do not want to be left behind 
because we are visually impaired. We also 
want to be on the same track,” she said. 

“We have got the opportunity to have 
firsthand experience to hone our skills for 
three months. Our teachers are helping 
us, “she added.

With the help of Comprehensive 
School Eye Health Project CSHP under 
NGO RDRS Bangladesh, a three-month-
long training programme on making jute 
products was launched for these students 
with visual impairment a year ago. 

In addition to studying, the income 
which is being generated from making 
jute goods is being deposited in the bank 
accounts of the students.

Rashedul Arefin, coordinator of the 
RDRS Bangladesh’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America ELCA project, said “We 
have arranged training for the students 
with visual impairment. We are on the 
side of them and will remain with them 
until they become self-sufficient”.

Munim Hossain, a project officer 
at RDRS Bangladesh’s Comprehensive 
School Eye Health Project CSHP, said the 
students are being trained in such way 
that they will be able to trains others like 
them when they return home from here.

“They are producing quality jute 
products, we are happy,” he added.  

Visually impaired students making jute products at the rehabilitation centre of 

RDRS Bangladesh in Lalmonirhat town. PHOTO: STAR

Chopping a branch you’re sitting on
Humans are primarily to blame for causing an alarming rise in forest fires 
at the Sundarbans, finds a probe committee
PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

Incidents of ever-increasing 
manmade forest fires at the 
Sundarbans are endangering the 
unique ecology that thrives in the 
world’s largest mangrove forest -- 
the shield against natural calamities 
in the country’s south-western 
coast.  

Between March 2002 and 
February 2021, there have been 24 
forest fires in the eastern part of the 
Sundarbans alone. The fires burned 
down various trees, grasses and 
herbs on 71 acres and 70 decimals 
of land in the forest. 

According to the Forest 
Department at Sundarbans eastern 
zone, fires broke out in Katka 
Sanctuary area of Sharankhola 
Range in 2002; in Nangli Camp area 
of Dhansagar Station in Chandpai 
Range and in Aruaber Khal in 2004; 
and in Tulatala and Khutabari areas 
west of Aruabab Khal in Chandpai 
Range in 2005. 

Also, there were fires in the forest 
near Terabeka khal, Amurbuniya, 
Kalamtajiya, Panchakuralia Bill 
and Dhansagor Station in 2006; 
in Nalban and Pachakuralia Beel 
areas on the banks of the Baleshwar 
river in 2007; in Gulshakhali area 
under Dhansagar station in 2010; 
in Nangli area under Dhansagar 
station in 2011; and near the 
Dhansagar station again in 2014.

In 2016, fires erupted in Nangli, 
Pachakuralia and Tulatali areas 
under Dhansagar station; in 2017 
in Madrasa Chila area under the 
same station; and the last one in the 
same area on February 8 this year.

A committee probing the 
incidents in its report recommended 
a thorough investigation to 
ascertain the causes of the fires, to 
assess the extent of damage and 
to determine ways to avoid fire 
incidents in future. 

The recommendations of the 
committee, however, are yet to be 
realised.  

According to the report of the 
committee, the primary causes of 
fire incidents in the Sundarbans 
include the use of flaming torches 
by honey collectors or by locals 

for driving away tigers or other 
wild animals, littering of burning 
cigarettes by fishermen, arid 
weather, drought and lighting up of 
bonfire by criminals hiding in the 
forest.  

Several of the recommendations 
made by the committee include 
excavation of rivers and canals next 
to localities right beside the forest, 
construction of watchtowers for 
every two-kilometre radius in fire 
prone areas, enforcement of round-
the-clock surveillance during the 
dry season along the Bhola river 
under Chandpai Range and erecting 
barbed wire or nylon rope mesh 
fences around the protected areas 
of the forest. 

It also recommended banning 
the possession of flammable 
materials such as bidi or cigarette 

while in the forest, equip the 
forest department with fire fighting 
equipment and provide fire fighting 
training to employees of the 
department. 

Dr Sheikh Faridul Islam, 
chairman of ‘Save the Sundarbans 
Foundation’, said excavation of 
rivers and canals next to localities 
beside the forest and putting up of 
fences around the forest is essential 
for saving the Sundarbans from 
fires.

An increased vigilance of forest 
rangers to deter criminals from 
hiding in the forest and taking swift 
action against dishonest employees 
of the forest department are also 
critical, he added. 

Asked whether the 
recommendations were being 
considered for implementation, 

Mohammad Belayet Hossain, 
divisional forest officer of 
Sundarbans East, said the 
recommendations made by the 
committee are crucial for the forest 
and those would be implemented 
soon.

In order to stop accidental 
fire from bidi or cigarettes, they 
have been conducting fire safety 
awareness campaigns among locals. 
As recommended by the committee, 
they also submitted a project 
proposal to build watchtowers in 
the forest.

“The higher authorities have 
also been informed of the need 
to excavate rivers and canals in 
the Sundarbans. We will do it. We 
are also trying to put up fences 
around the Sundarbans, adjacent to 
localities,” he also said. 

A forest fire being doused with water in the Sundarbans. Frequency of such manmade fires is on the rise in 

the world’s largest mangrove forest.  
PHOTO: COLLECTED

After nearly two decades of long wait, ferry services on Aricha-Kazirhaat route resumes. Initially three passenger 

ferries--Begum Rokeya, Birshreshtha Matiur Rahman and Ketki--will ply the rout but the number will increase in 

near future. State Minister for Shipping Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury inaugurated the service at a programme at 

Kazirhaat High School premises in Pabna’s Bera upazila yesterday.  PHOTO: COLLECTED


