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Chopping a branch you're sitting on
Humans are primarily to blame for causing an alarming rise in forest fires
at the Sundarbans, finds a probe committee

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

Incidents of ever-increasing
manmade forest fires at the
Sundarbans are endangering the
unique ecology that thrives in the
world’s largest mangrove forest --
the shield against natural calamities

in the country’s south-western
coast.
Between March 2002 and

February 2021, there have been 24
forest fires in the eastern part of the
Sundarbans alone. The fires burned
down various trees, grasses and
herbs on 71 acres and 70 decimals
of land in the forest.

According to  the  Forest
Department at Sundarbans eastern
zone, fires broke out in Katka
Sanctuary area of Sharankhola
Range in 2002; in Nangli Camp area
of Dhansagar Station in Chandpai
Range and in Aruaber Khal in 2004;
and in Tulatala and Khutabari areas
west of Aruabab Khal in Chandpai
Range in 2005.

Also, there were fires in the forest
near Terabeka khal, Amurbuniya,
Kalamtajiya, Panchakuralia Bill
and Dhansagor Station in 2006;
in Nalban and Pachakuralia Beel
areas on the banks of the Baleshwar
river in 2007; in Gulshakhali area
under Dhansagar station in 2010;
in Nangli area under Dhansagar
station in 2011; and near the
Dhansagar station again in 2014.

In 2016, fires erupted in Nangli,
Pachakuralia and Tulatali areas
under Dhansagar station; in 2017
in Madrasa Chila area under the
same station; and the last one in the
same area on February 8 this year.

A committee probing the
incidentsin its report recommended
a thorough investigation to
ascertain the causes of the fires, to
assess the extent of damage and
to determine ways to avoid fire
incidents in future.

The recommendations of the
committee, however, are yet to be
realised.

According to the report of the
committee, the primary causes of

A forest fire being doused with water in the Sundarbans. Frequency of such manmade fires is on the rise in

the world’s largest mangrove forest.

for driving away tigers or other
wild animals, littering of burning
cigarettes by fishermen, arid
weather, drought and lighting up of
bonfire by criminals hiding in the
forest.

Several of the recommendations
made by the committee include
excavation of rivers and canals next
to localities right beside the forest,
construction of watchtowers for
every two-kilometre radius in fire
prone areas, enforcement of round-
the-clock surveillance during the
dry season along the Bhola river
under Chandpai Range and erecting
barbed wire or nylon rope mesh
fences around the protected areas
of the forest.

while in the forest, equip the
forest department with fire fighting
equipment and provide fire fighting

training to employees of the
department.
Dr Sheikh  Faridul Islam,

chairman of ‘Save the Sundarbans
Foundation’, said excavation of
rivers and canals next to localities
beside the forest and putting up of
fences around the forest is essential
for saving the Sundarbans from
fires.

An increased vigilance of forest
rangers to deter criminals from
hiding in the forest and taking swift
action against dishonest employees
of the forest department are also
critical, he added.
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Mohammad  Belayet Hossain,
divisional = forest  officer  of
Sundarbans  East, said  the

recommendations made by the
committee are crucial for the forest
and those would be implemented
soon.

In order to stop accidental
fire from bidi or cigarettes, they
have been conducting fire safety
awareness campaigns among locals.
As recommended by the committee,
they also submitted a project
proposal to build watchtowers in
the forest.

“The higher authorities have
also been informed of the need
to excavate rivers and canals in
the Sundarbans. We will do it. We

Visually impaired students
making fine jute products

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

They may not have the ability to see the
light but their mind is not dark. Alongside
pursuing education in braille system at
various educational institutions, some
23 students with visual impairments are
also making jute products living in a non-
govt organisation RDRS Bangladesh in
Haribhanga area of Lalmonirhat town.

They are making various types of jute
products including bags, perch, shika,
wall mats, table mats and others. There
is a great demand for these jute products
made perfectly by these visually impaired
students.

A local handicraft company is
marketing the jute products made by the
students.

Shimul Mohanta, Laily Akhtar, Bablu
Mia and Manisha Khatun are among 23
others visually impaired students who
work together to produce jute products
before and after going to school and
college. They work three and a half hours
every day on average. Now their hands
have become seasoned in making jute
products.

“There is no light in our eyes, but there
is light in our mind. And this light shows
us the way, instructs us in life. We have
learned the task of exploiting the inner
energy of the mind and do our task,” said
Shimul Mohanta, a tenth-grader with
vision impairment.

“We will be able to generate income
by making jute products when we return
home. We will continue to make our
living by making the products,” he said.
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Manisha Khatun, a student of HSC
with vision impairment, said she likes
to make jute products and she is happy
to have found the opportunity to be self-
sufficient.

“We do not want to be left behind
because we are visually impaired. We also
want to be on the same track,” she said.

“We have got the opportunity to have
firsthand experience to hone our skills for
three months. Our teachers are helping
us, “she added.

With the help of Comprehensive
School Eye Health Project CSHP under
NGO RDRS Bangladesh, a three-month-
long training programme on making jute
products was launched for these students
with visual impairment a year ago.

In addition to studying, the income
which is being generated from making
jute goods is being deposited in the bank
accounts of the students.

Rashedul Arefin, coordinator of the
RDRS Bangladesh’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America ELCA project, said “We
have arranged training for the students
with visual impairment. We are on the
side of them and will remain with them
until they become self-sufficient”.

Munim Hossain, a project officer
at RDRS Bangladesh’s Comprehensive
School Eye Health Project CSHP, said the
students are being trained in such way
that they will be able to trains others like
them when they return home from here.

“They are producing quality jute
products, we are happy,” he added.
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3 o e-Tenders are invited through e-GP Portal by Executive Engineer, Zone-3, Dhaka South City Corporation for the procurement of following
A= R -, : packages, which will be available at e-GP website (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) from 28/02/2021 at 12.00.
“ 7 p X Sl Tender ID, Ref. No. & Package No. Name of works Last selling Tender closing
= No. | date and time | date &time
‘ 1 Tender ID-547135 Development of roads and construction of | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
et Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.160.2021 | footpaths Holding No. 124/2 to 143 at Hazaribagh 22:00 11:00
Package No. egpdsccZ03_T14/20-21 | Tannery Block in Ward-14 of DSCC.
2 Tender ID-547300 Development of roads and repairing of drains at | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.161.2021 | Hazaribagh bazar Holding No. 128 to Kalu Nagar 22:00 11:00
Package No. egpdsccZ03_T22/20-21 | Box culvert via Holding No. 34/1 in Ward-22 of
DSCC.
3 | Tender ID-547748 Development of roads and drains at Lolit Mohan | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.163.2021 Das Lane Holding No. 31/1 to 69 Jalal Store Abdul 22:00 11:00
Package No. egpdsccZ03_T23/20-21 | Aziz Lane Holding No. 216 to 20 via 59 and
| adjacent lanes in Ward-23 of DSCC.
4 | Tender ID-547749 Development of roads open drains & pipe drains at | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.164.2021 Shahid Nagar Lane By-lane Holding No. 24/8 to 22:00 11:00
Package No. egpdsccZ03_T24/20-21 | 42/1/KA via 24/9 area Development of Jannatul
Mawa Jame Mosjid Lane and construction of pipe
drains Holding No. 24/12 to Darul Ulum Madrasa
adjacent to Beribadh Development of By-lane Lili
Market Goli and construction of open drain Holding
After nearly two decades of long wait, ferry services on Aricha-Kazirhaat route resumes. Initially three passenger ‘Tvo' d53r‘419ﬁ\3 St,% 5951918 59/19 at RND Road in
ferries--Begum Rokeya, Birshreshtha Matiur Rahman and Ketki--will ply the rout but the number will increase in ard-25 0 : : :
nea_r future..State Minister f9r Sh.ipping Khalid Mahml!d Chowdhury inaugurated the service at a programme at 5 ;2?_(15;:'365;8;5001 4.93.04.165.2021 5;‘{:;02{"32;;: é%ﬁsebaggz:?rg;glgtﬁgldﬂgp&? 15 |\2ﬂg:r0:{2]021 16 Tg:}]%om
Kazirhaat High School premises in Pabna’s Bera upazila yesterday. PHOTO: COLLECTED Package No. egpdsccZ03_T25/20-21 | 33/1 to 15/C in Ward-25 of DSCC.
6 Tender ID-547751 Development of roads open & pipe drains from | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.166.2021 | Zonal Office of Zone-03 to Holding No. 45/1 of 22:00 12:00
mw . Package No. egpdsccZ03_T26/20-21 | Hafez Abdur Razzak Madrasa Market via Niport
: Office of the Registrar and Holding No. 19 of Dhakeshwari By-lane to Mim
Aot el @ e fafawre Jashore University of Science and Technology ggnc'tgunity Centre at BC Dash Road in Ward-26 of
C*T9-q8 obr, JIETITA | Jashore-7408, Bangladesh 7 | Tender ID-547752 Construction of pipe drains and open drains at | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
W W2~ A S o0 AT S (st fefe)/A6-¢/sh-u2a s 38 /02/2035. Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.167.2021 Tejpata Goli Holding No. 64/2 to 16/1 Bokshi Bazar 22:00 12:00
st fresfe Package No. egpdsccZ03_T27/20-21 | Road Development of roads pipe drains & open
T e @ efe Fefamere e smete smrem e offe wSmers s g e s 20 wEd S w6 qws | drains at Bokshi Bazar Lane Holding No. 05 to 6/2
w3 AR T, AR € CFA AT T ECER and 54/2 to 1/2/B in Ward-27 of DSCC.
R 8 | Tender ID-547753 Development of roads and repairing of open drains | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
oy | ®gERE e SAEANE  (UEOE  (4AO W W ey e Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.168.2021 | at Nondo Kumar Dotto Road By-lanes & K B Rudro 22:00 12:00
%) +ff2 & 4wy oS feri, o3 2d om SOIEATTZ T 12 05 F T 03 (10, T W 03 (AF 00 & T Package No. egpdsccZ03_T28/20-21 | Road Noakhali Goli repairment and reformation of
=) WG e, 036 gmlT = (@ enda sereireme 09 (715 WA, TEE 7 08 T 0¢ €9 T of (15 U9 TS 7R ob Councillor's Office in Ward-28 of DSCC.
cwta B g Reffice erorve foamt orewt @) TE 04 &F WY ox G W Gferdr, w0 ReW ¢ eyfe 9 | TenderID-547754 Development of roads at west Islambag and | 15-Mar-2021 | 16-Mar-2021
TRON OV €¥000- 48600/ RARWIPT, TIR-q80b T WM 38/09/2033. Wit s Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.169.2021 | construction of pipe drains Holding No. 109/1 to 22:00 14:30
ox | e ered, o3 Tl o, CoTM | TAAT O T QO T 1 G, Wl a7 e e Package No. egpdsccZ03_T29/20-21 | Beribadh in Ward-29 of DSCC
TASH CFM3 ¢booo-98800/- e emm Es: www justedubd TE W w9 € @RISR g - egpd = - - - -
= e P i i Fffe 10 | Tender !D-547755 Construction of pipe drains at Tekerhati 15-Ma.r-2021 1B-Ma.r-2021
R i @ e e, o3 il T TS S - () FrETTE I, s (afi AE), e Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.170.2021 Janr]_atabag Lane by-lane area Hasan Nagar Noor 22:00 14:30
TAT (S ¢0000-93300)- TG € AT G S AT TG € THEAG () T O Package No. egpdsccZ03_T55/20-21 | Masjid Road and adjacent lane by-lane in Ward-55
o8 | MR wweE | ARTATS SAZEE oo 4 B (o) W Afivw ow (4) fiw fre geem | of DSCC. . .
F) TG s wraf Bfatmia fem, o 7l aw efeem sifeaor craEEIE) Gl GTE/eNE @ISR ewe wsifaeg 11 | Tender ID-547756 Development of main road at Rosulpur Section | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
) THIHE O eeRm sfufmmt fen oxf gl om STV | S S CRTE I S o et s fEe s w Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.171.2021 Bridge to Borogram three roads intersection in 22:00 14:30
o) sifere farerei, o3 7@ om veTe fafee et wmY SEeCRR WM WEA S EA | Package No. egpdsccZ03_T56/20-21 | Ward-56 of DSCC.
o) wifBe frert, o3fE Bl A (s atdie wereren e war fam eig s (Féfes smme o) s = 2a o 12 | Tender ID-547757 Development of roads with RCC casting from | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
R B “wd et eems fst rew %09) vl T “Tafer, Wi e o o fefe” e s sl anes Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.172.2021 Madbor Bazar Ghat Public Toilet of Madbor Bazar 22:00 14:30
AT (B3 00 00-Y4050/- iz < G TPl i1 200 S 71 0 S 00 F T 300/-B1F, THE T Package No. egpdsccZ03_T57/20-21 | main road to house of Hazi Solaiman Madbor of
ot | aeEE w0 qEE | 08 €F T Sooo/-BEl, GRE 72 06 GF T boo/-BE 49 TEE 7L ob Ashrafabad main road & adjacent lanes
%) TG @ wEf et fen, oof 7@ o (T | TS 09 9T T Goo/-DIF! A (-l T GRS (W) W Development of Hazi Billal Hossain road
) “fiet R < orgfs R, ooff om (3B ¥, 03B | wfewen | RIS S T | AR ST T S <A T, T/ RSO TR <o Development and construction of pipe drains at No.
Prergfs Roice wredl m) e | S e fle ) S T St T e e _ 01 Muslimbagh Lane in Ward-57 of DSCC.
) s e e, o3 s o (e | iy T o8 (™ 13| Tender ID-547758 Repairing work of roads excavated by different | 15-Mar-2021 | 16-Mar-2021
@) I e, oxfB gl A (gt v elits | crrmamy | O, el @w Soraife enfiomre o Ao sl S Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.179.2021 | organizations institutions and Holding owners at 22:00 10:00
03 15 e St wegTors AR RS o3 ) e ) | oy sy waweeta wie ewe wd ) yferan A Package No. RC_Z03_P01 different Ward of Zone-03 under DSCC Group-Ka.
TS (FES 33000-G:9040/- e Sl Proraren wwaeE Yfega e Tuden o6a awg A 14 | Tender ID-547759 Repal_rlng_ work of r_oads excavate_d by different | 15-Mar-2021 16-Mar-2021
o6 | TRET R, (e =1, GRferaT ned), 030 T o e | Tofie SEfEf W e ke ware @ | @l @eiEE Ref. No: 46.207.014.23.04.180.2021 oyganlzatlons institutions and Holding owners at 22:00 10:00
%, TATT (B H000-33850/- T B B Sof- (7<) BRIR TGl SR HE RS < S R Package No. RC_Z03_P02 different Ward of Zone-03 under DSCC Group-Kha.
0q | TEFART ALEH, EEFRE Aed, odf6 2@ o oo qgg | I TS S EA | This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-
TS (F13 3¢ 0-20030/- Tender, please register on e-GP System Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd).
Md. Mofizur Rahman Khan
rs/ Executive Engineer
(ATF=ET (1 A 249) Engineering Division, Zone-03 (Azimpur)
GD- 395 - wfeRdm DSCC/PRD/111/20-21 Dhaka South City Corporation
R s GD-403 Phone: 02-58614407




