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Cops fire
FROM PAGE 12

There have been daily protests and 
strikes by democracy supporters for 
about three weeks, often drawing 
hundreds of thousands of people 
across the ethnically diverse 
country.

In Yangon, hundreds of mostly 
young people congregated again 
yesterday but they largely melted 
away when police prepared to move 
in.

But groups gathered again in several 
places to chant slogans and confront 
riot police who then rushed at them, 
firing stun grenades and guns into the 
air to send people scattering.

“One house let me in to hide,” a 
journalist told Reuters from the scene. 
“I can’t leave yet as the police are very 
near and firing into the air.”

Several people were detained, 
witnesses said, among them a Japanese 
journalist who was held briefly.

Domestic media and witnesses 
reported a similar confrontation in 
Mandalay where police also fired 
rubber bullets. One man in Mandalay 
suffered a bloody leg wound, a 
photograph posted by a media outlet 
showed. It was not clear how he was 
hurt.

An emergency service worker said 
children were hurt in Mandalay and 
media published pictures of two with 
minor injuries. It was not clear how 
they were wounded.

Indian coast
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officials, were sick and 
suffering from extreme 
dehydration, having run 
out of food and water 
after the boat’s engine 
failed four days after 
leaving Cox’s Bazar, where 
refugee camps house 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rohingyas who have fled 
neighbouring Myanmar.

“The engine of the boat 
broke down earlier this 
week and we received an 
SOS from some Rohingyas, 
“ said an Indian coast 
guard official overseeing 
the search and rescue effort 
from New Delhi.

Driverless bus hits streets in southern Spain
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The bus uses artificial intelligence to improve its “decisions” 
based on data recorded along the route. 

The 12-metre (39-foot) vehicle, which looks like any 
other bus, can carry 60 passengers and was developed by 
Spanish firm Irizar.

UK SC rejects
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that is possible,” the head 
of the Supreme Court, 
judge Robert Reed, said in a 
written judgment.

“But there is no perfect 
solution to a dilemma of 
the present kind.”

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s spokesman 
said the government was 
pleased with the ruling, 
telling reporters “decisions 
to deprive individuals of 
their citizenship are not 
taken lightly”. 

“The safety and security 
of the UK must come first,” 
he added.

Now 21, Begum left 
her home in east London 
at the age of 15 to travel 
to Syria with two school 
friends and married an IS 
fighter. 

Rejoinder
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“But still for the sake of peace in the 
area we became silent. Many times 
they disturbed us. Even with the link 
of so called derailed Shanti Bahini 
they hijacked once our Manager and 
tortured.” 
OUR REPLY

The rejoinder sweepingly terms 
our report “completely one 
sided, fake and very harmful” for 
the shareholders -- without any 
justification or proof of exactly which 
parts of the report were false and 
how.

Zahirul Islam did not provide 
any documents that substantiate the 
rejoinder or go against the content of 
the report.

The report is also not one-sided as 
it carried quotes from Lama Rubber 
Industries Limited Manager Arif 
Hossain. 

Zahirul claimed several 
investigations were conducted by 
different government agencies, but 
we don’t understand why agencies, 
and not the local administration 
in Chattogram Hill Tracts, would 
investigate an allegation of jhum land 
grabbing.

Though he didn’t provide any 
document in this regard, The 
Daily Star collected a copy of an 
investigation report from the local 
administration.

In 2017, the investigation was 
conducted by Sayed Iqbal, the then 
assistant commissioner (land) of 
Lama upazila, into the plots the 
rubber company claims as theirs.

Signed in October 2017, the 
investigation report stated that the 
Mro people of Daluchhari mouza 
had been using this jhum land for 
generations and if the land was 
allotted for use as rubber plantation, 
the Mro people would be left with no 
means for their livelihood.

If the land was not taken over by 
Lama Rubber Industries, there was no 
danger of peace being disturbed in 
the area, it read.

The Daily Star also talked to a 
number of villagers and indigenous 
community leaders, including the 
headman (mouza chief) and karbaris 
(village chiefs) to learn about the 
land grabbing. 

We stand by our report.

Remains of old bridge
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narrowing access of the road, right 
beside the new bridge. 

However, the Water Development 
Board (WDB) said that they were not 
aware of any such obstacles. 

Muhammad Shohiduzzhaman 
Sharker, executive engineer of WDB in 
Sylhet, said, “We generate and update 
list of any obstacles in every river, but 
we do not have any information of 
such obstacles in the Sari river.”

“We will look into the matter now,” 
he said.

Locals said the remaining structures 
of the old bridge are all visible during 
winter but during the rainy season, 
only parts of the ruins are visible. 

Abdul Hye Al-Hadi, spokesperson 
of Sari Nadi Bachao Andolon, said, 

“Whenever a new bridge is constructed 
over a river, it is mandatory to 
completely remove the old bridge so 
that the river can flow accordingly. 
However, the authorities failed to 
follow that standard here.”

Al-Hadi, also the chief coordinator 
of Save the Heritage and Environment, 
said, “These ruins posing serious 
threat to the river by blocking and 
narrowing down access. These must 
be removed without delay.”

Mostafizur Rahman, executive 
engineer of Roads and Highways 
Department in Sylhet, said, “I am not 
sure whether the contractor of the new 
bridge or the RHD had responsibility 
to remove it. But I will look into 
the matter and will take initiative to 
remove them soon.”

Empty-handed they
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middleman had told him that he 
would be able to go to Europe from 
Libya.

“But I did not accept that offer. 
It could bring in more danger,” he 
added.

He said before leaving Bangladesh, 
he had been running a travel bag shop 
in Narsingdi and he had sufficient 
income.

According to an AFP report, Libya 
has Africa’s largest proven oil reserves 
and only seven million people, but a 
decade of bloody conflict has left its 
economy shattered and a large chunk 
of its population in poverty.

The dinar, the currency of the 
country, crashed and prices of goods 
surged, power outages and fuel 
shortages were common, and even 
clean water was rare in a country 
that was once among the continent’s 
richest.

Another migrant Shahidul Islam, 
42, from Bogura, said he spent about 
Tk 4.6 lakh to go to Libya in 2014. He 
had been working as a mechanic in 
Benghazi for several years.

Shahidul said although his 
employer was good, shortages of 
materials forced him to close the 
workshop frequently, sometimes for 
a month. 

He said as there were no alternative 

income opportunities for him, he had 
to think about returning home.

The returnee added that the streets 
were full of muggers and thugs.

He alleged that he was mugged 
recently while coming out of his 
accommodation along with a 
companion. The muggers took away 
his money and the passport of his 
companion.

A father of two, Shahidul said 
he came back home almost empty-
handed and he is now planning a 
livelihood to do something in the 
country for a living.

Preferring not to be named, 
another returnee said he entered 
Libya in May 2019 with aim to go to 
Italy via crossing the Mediterranean 
sea. However, he changed his mind 
thinking of the danger a few days 
before his boat was to leave.

“Out of fear, I fled from a camp 
in Misrata,” the migrant said, adding 
that it happened about eight to nine 
months after entering Libya.

After fleeing the camp, he managed 
a job there with the help of fellow 
Bangladeshis, he added.

The migrant said he reached Libya 
via Dubai and Egypt along with a 
group of Bangladeshis. But he had 
a “contract” with his broker who 
promised to send him to Italy for Tk 
5.5 lakh.

City

Cop arrested
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There she was drugged 
and raped several times. 
When she was regaining 
consciousness, Towhid 
threatened to spread 
private videos and pictures 
of her on Facebook if she 
protested.

Later, when the girl 
became pregnant, locally 
influential people started 
to cover up the incident. At 
one stage, they ousted the 
rape survivor’s family from 
society, the case statement 
said.

On February 11, the girl 
gave birth to a baby -- eight 
months and 10 days after 
the incident.

When her relatives 
informed Towhidul about 
the matter, he denied 
any such incident and 
threatened them, according 
to the statement.

HC orders status quo
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Besides, the court ordered the deputy 
commissioner of Khulna and the 
assistant commissioner (land) to 
conduct a survey to determine the 
boundaries of the Bhadra and Hori 
rivers and submit a survey report to it 
in 90 days.

The HC bench of Justice Md 
Mozibur Rahman Miah and Justice 
Md Kamrul Hossain Mollah came up 
with the order and rule after hearing 
the petition filed by HRPB on February 
22 seeking necessary directives on the 
government to take steps to ensure the 
free flow of water of the two rivers.

UN chief lauds
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in giving shelter to the Rohingyas and 
reiterated that the return of refugees to 
Myanmar is their common objective.

Guterres said the UN stands ready 
to support Bangladesh in resolving 
the crisis.

Momen apprised the UN chief of 
the measures taken by the government 
in Bhasan Char and sought the UN’s 
support for humanitarian assistance 
there for the Rohingyas.

Appreciating Guterres’ strong 
commitment to climate action, the 
foreign minister welcomed his call 
to mobilise climate financing. The 
minister said Bangladesh as the 
current CVF president would continue 
to work together with the UN to 
achieve climate ambition and build 
resilience in preparation for the COP 
26 in Glasgow this year.

The UN secretary-general said he 
would be pursuing the donors to 
allocate 50 percent of the proposed 
climate funds for adaptation strategies.

He termed Bangladesh’s 

enormous adaptation efforts on the 
coastal region and managing rivers 
remarkable efforts.

Expressing satisfaction that 
Bangladesh is going to graduate from the 
Least Developed Country category, the 
minister requested the UN chief to use 
his good offices to convince development 
partners and IFIs to incentivise the 
graduating countries with new support 
mechanisms even after graduation.

Momen discussed the issues of the 
twin celebration of the birth centenary 
of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the 
Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh’s 
independence, peacekeeping, LDC 
issues and the secretary-general’s 
reelection bid.

He invited Guterres to participate in 
the celebration of the Mujib Year and 
the Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh’s 
independence.

Permanent Representative of 
Bangladesh to the UN in New York 
Ambassador Rabab Fatima was 
present during the meeting.


