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28 hurt in 
villagers clash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

At least 28 people were 
injured and 20 houses 
damaged in a clash between 
two groups of villagers in 
Saltha upazila yesterday.

Locals said there had 
been a conflict between one 
Kohinur Mattubar, 44, and 
Yusuf Mattubbar, 56, for 
long.

Around 6:00am, a 
supporter of Kohinur broke 
down an earthen oven of 
one of Yusuf’s followers.

Later, both the groups 
locked in a clash that left 28 
people injured. 

Twins drown
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Twin brothers drowned 
in a pond at Majhapara 
village in Sadar upazila on 
Wednesday. 

The deceased are 
four-year-old Jubayer Ali 
and Junayed Ali, sons of 
Mizanur Rahman.

Locals said the two boys 
went missing while playing 
beside a pond. Later, 
locals found their bodies 
floating in the pond water, 
Kamalpur UP Chairman 
Mazedur Rahman said.

Mushroom does magic 
for high schooler
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

A teenage boy, still in high school, has a 
head start in real-life profitable business 
experience after he started his very own 
mushroom culture farm in Sadar upazila.

Within a year of setting up the farm 
at his home village of Durgapur, the 
seventeen year-old, Saiful Islam, started 
making a profit of nearly Tk 20 thousand 
from sales every month.   

Now in 10th grade at Pirojpur 
Government Technical School and 
College, Saiful grew passion for 
mushroom cultivation from a very young 
age.

Saiful succeeded in winning support 
from his family with his persistent interest 
in mushroom farming and, in 2018, his 
father Noor Sayeed Mridha allowed him 
to get training on mushroom cultivation 
from Mushroom Development Training 
Centre in Savar near Dhaka. His elder 
brother Arifur Rahman’s stay in Dhaka 
at the time was also crucial for Saiful’s 
training.  

For the initial capital of his business 
venture, he even managed a loan from 
Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries 
Corporation (BSCIC). “I used the loan 
money, which I got from BSCIC, to buy 
a machine for processing straw -- the 
material that is essential for producing 
mushroom,” Saiful said. 

On an average day, his farm now 
produces about ten kilograms of 
mushroom, which is sold for Tk 200 per 
kg at local markets. Aside from markets in 
Pirojpur, mushroom from Saiful’s farm is 
available at markets in Barisal and Dhaka 
as well.  

“Mushroom is of great demand to 
those who know its nutritional value,” 
Saiful said adding that lately he has been 

making between Tk 15,000 and Tk 20,000 
in monthly profits from mushroom sales. 

He has been considering expanding 
the farm and in future he hopes to make 
a laboratory where improved varieties of 
mushroom will be developed. 

Arifur Rahman, Saiful’s brother, said he 
now lives at home and tries to help out 
his younger brother in every possible way. 

Their father Noor Sayeed said he has 
always been a supporter of his younger 
son’s pursuit of passion for mushroom 
farming. “I am proud of my son as he is 

studying while earning some money on 
the side.”  

Nazmul Islam, one of Saiful’s friends 
from the neighbourhood, has been 
spending his free time with at the farm to 
learn techniques of mushroom farming 
from his friend. “I also want to start the 
business some day,” said an enthusiastic 
Nazmul.  

Suparna Ojha, sub-assistant agriculture 
officer in the upazila, said they also 
provided training on mushroom 
cultivation to Saiful, who is now the only 
successful mushroom producer in the 
upazila as well as in the district.

A type of oyster mushroom grown at the farm of high school student Saiful Islam, 

below. His monthly profits from the farm, located in Durgapur village of Pirojpur Sadar 

upazila, now stand between Tk 15,000 and Tk 20,000. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Villagers setting bamboo pilings to 
save themselves from erosion
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Villagers in Roumari upazila of 
Kurigram have set bamboo pilings 
through voluntary service on the 
bank of the Halhaliya river to protect 
themselves from erosion. 

They are building 10 structures 
on one kilometre of the river bank 
in Dhanarchar Natun Gram area by 
piling bamboos to save themselves 
from erosion. 

Locals said eight structures have 
already been built till now. The 
remaining two will be completed in 
the next three or four days. 

Villager Mubarak Ali said around 
5,000 families from Dhanarchar, 
Natun Gram, Diglapara and 
Charpara villages willingly came 
forward to protect various structures 
including homesteads, cultivable 
lands, schools, mosques, madrasas 
and graveyard along the river bank 
from erosion. 

If the ten structures on the river 
bank are completed, erosion of 
Halhaliya can be prevented on a 
temporary basis, he said. 

Nasir Ali of Char Diglapara village 
said erosion by the river has turned 
serious due to fall in water levels. 

Despite repeated pleas, the 
authorities of Water Development 
Board, local administration and 

public representatives are yet to take 
any steps to prevent erosion, he 
alleged.

Finding no other alternative, 
they have come forward to build 
the structures on the river bank by 

pilling bamboos to save themselves 
from erosion, said Nasir.

Two weeks ago, the villagers 
started building the structures on 
voluntary basis to protect erosion 
by the river, said Aminur Rahman, 
a teacher from Char Kodalkati in 
neighbouring Char Rajibpur upazila. 

Madrasa teacher Aminur Rahman 
said if the river erosion cannot be 
stopped at the moment, it will 
become more severe. As a result, 
there will be extensive damage to 
various homesteads, cultivable lands 
and orchards.

Sarabesh Ali, chairman of 
Jadurchar Union Parishad, said 
people in the four villages have been 
building the structures on voluntary 
basis to prevent erosion. 

Roumari Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
(UNO) Md Al-Imran said the 
villagers had almost completed 
the structures on the river bank to 
prevent erosion. 

He will take immediate steps to 
build a permanent dam after talking 
to the authorities concerned, said the 
UNO.

Villagers in Roumari upazila of Kurigram building 

structures on the bank of the Halhaliya river to protect 

themselves from erosion. 
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Students of Government Sadaat College in Tangail’s Karatia stage a demonstration, followed by a human chain 

programme, at the institution’s Shaheed Miner premises yesterday, protesting suspension of the ongoing 

examinations of National University. PHOTO: STAR


