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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

WHO reports 20pc
in deaths

Ghana gets world’s first Covax vaccine
doses; EU’s vaccine woe continues

drop

AGENCIES

Global deaths from the coronavirus fell by 20 percent last week compared
with the week before, the World Health Organization said yesterday— part
of a wider trend that also includes a decline in cases worldwide.

In another significant development, Ghana yesterday received the first
shipment of Covid-19 vaccines from Covax, a global scheme to procure and
distribute inoculations for free, as the world races to contain the pandemic.

According to the WHO, nearly 66,000 global deaths from coronavirus-
related complications were reported last week — the third straight week that
the figure has fallen. The number of new cases also dropped for the sixth
consecutive week, falling by 11 percent, the agency said.

The total number of confirmed coronavirus cases stands at 112 million
since the start of the pandemic; more than 2.4 million deaths have been

reported worldwide.

Covax, led by Gavi the Vaccine Alliance, the WHO and the Coalition for
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), said it would deliver two billion

doses to its members by the end of the year.

Unicef said the 600,000 doses of the AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine licensed
by the Serum Institute of India are part of an initial tranche of deliveries
“headed to several low and middle-income countries.”

Meanwhile, European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen yesterday
insisted that new problems dogging the supply of AstraZeneca’s vaccines can
be resolved, after the group admitted it could deliver only half the expected

amount to the bloc in the second quarter.

“The vaccine manufacturers are our partners in this pandemic and they
have also never faced such a challenge,” she told the German regional daily

Augsburger Allgemeine.

PRISON
RIOTSIN
ECUADOR

the uprising.
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Relatives reacts during prison riots in Guayaquil, Ecuador. At least 75 inmates died
Tuesday and several were injured in riots blamed on gang rivalry at three jails in
Ecuador’s overcrowded prison system, authorities said. The prison authority described
fierce fighting between organized gangs. They rely on drug trafficking and operate
their criminal enterprises from prison. The military was deployed to help police quell
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BID TO RESOLVE POST-COUP MYANMAR CRISIS

Asean pushes diplomacy

Protesters fear ‘legitimizing’ junta as Indonesia holds talks with both sides

REUTERS

Indonesia is holding intensive talks
with both the Myanmar military and
representatives of the ousted elected
government in a bid to end a crisis over a
Feb. 1 military coup, Indonesia’s foreign
minister said yesterday.

Indonesia has taken the lead within the
Association of South East Asian Nations
(Asean) in efforts to resolve Myanmar’s
turmoil. Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi
met Myanmar’s military-appointed foreign
minister, Wunna Maung Lwin, for talks in
the Thai capital earlier on Wednesday.

The Myanmar army seized power after
alleging fraud in a Nov. 8 election swept
by Aung San Suu Kyi's National League
for Democracy (NLD), detaining her and
much of the party leadership.

Opponents of the coup have staged
days of demonstrations in towns and cities
across Myanmar and three protesters and
one policeman have been killed in violence.

The Indonesian effort to resolve the
crisis has raised suspicion among Myanmar
democracy activists who fear dealing with
the junta would confer legitimacy on it and
its bid to scrap the November election.

They insist the election result should be
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respected.

Retno, speaking to reporters in Bangkok,
said the wellbeing of the people of
Myanmar was the number one priority.

“We ask for everybody to use restraint

and not resort to violence ... to avoid
casualties and bloodshed,” Retno said after
her talks with the Myanmar minister and
her Thai counterpart, Don Pramudwinai.
Retno said she had “intensive”
communications with both sides, including

ousted lawmakers from the parliament,
known as Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. Members
of the lawmakers’ group, the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH),
were not immediately available for
comment.

A Reuters report this week cited sources
as saying Indonesia was proposing that
Asean members send monitors to ensure
the generals stick to their promise of fair
new elections. That added to suspicion
among some pro-democracy activists that
Indonesia’s intervention would undermine
their demand that last year’s election must
stand.

The crisis has restored Myanmar's
reputation as the problem member of
the 10-country Asean and the diplomatic
scramble by its neighbours comes as wider
international concern is growing.

The Group of Seven (G7) rich nations
on Tuesday condemned intimidation and
oppression of those opposing the coup.
The United States, Britain and others
have imposed limited sanctions, aimed
at members of the junta and military
businesses.

China has traditionally taken a softer
line on Myanmar as have Asean neighbours.

Nepal PM won't quit
despite court defeat

REUTERS, Kathmandu

Nepal’s embattled prime minister, KP Sharma Oli, will not
resign but let parliament decide his fate instead, an aide
said yesterday, a day after the Supreme Court rejected his
decision to dissolve the legislature and call early elections.

The Himalayan nation has been in political turmoil
since December, when Oli suddenly dissolved parliament
and announced the elections, citing a lack of cooperation
on key policy issues by leaders of a rival faction of his
ruling party.

Oli, 69, has begun meeting allies in the Nepal
Communist Party (NCP) to review the situation after the
courtheld parliament’s abrupt dissolution unconstitutional
and ordered it to be called into session before March 8.

“The prime minister will not resign now. There is no
question about that,” Surya Thapa, the aide, told Reuters.

“He will face parliament,” Thapa added.

Thousands of people opposing Oli waved red and white
flags bearing the Communist hammer and sickle as they took
to the streets in the capital, Kathmandu, for a rally to celebrate
the court decision and press the prime minister to resign.

“Oli should pack up his bags and go to Balkot,” said
25-year-old Purna Khadka, a protester whose face was
painted in the colours of the party flag, referring to the site
of the prime minister’s home.

Members of the anti-Oli faction said they rejected his
autocratic style of functioning and the latest court order
proved his inability to govern.

Lawmakers opposed to the prime minister are holding
talks to decide their next move, said Narayan Kaji Shrestha,
a senior NCP leader.

Analysts said a power struggle was imminent among
Nepal's Communist leaders and uncertainty could last for
weeks.

A trucker, not drug dealer

Iran breaching uranium

enrichment rules: IAEA

Iran is producing highly-enriched uranium
faster than called for by the law under which it
started the process of enriching to 20% fissile
purity last month, diplomats and a report by the
UN nuclear watchdog said. As part of a recent
acceleration of its breaches of its 2015 nuclear
deal with major powers, Iran has begun refining
uranium to 20% at Fordow, a site that was built
in secret inside a mountain where the deal says
Iran cannot enrich at all. Until last month Iran
had not enriched beyond 4.5% purity - above
the deal’s limit of 3.67% but still far below the
20% it achieved before the deal, or the 90% that
is weapons-grade. Uranium is considered highly
enriched as of 20%. “They are producing 15kg a
month of uranium enriched to 20%. That is their
production rate,”a senior diplomat said.

China targets Uighurs with

more prosecutions: HRW
China has dramatically increased its prosecution
of Muslim minorities in Xinjiang through the
formal court system, handing out long prison
terms for dubious charges such as “picking
quarrels”and giving gifts to overseas relatives,
Human Rights Watch said yesterday. These
criminal convictions are in addition to the
detention of an estimated one million Uighurs
and other mainly Muslim minorities in“political
education” camps in Xinjiang, it added. More
than 250,000 people in the northwestern region
have been formally sentenced and imprisoned
since 2016, HRW said. The US State Department
has said China’s actions in Xinjiang amount to
genocide, while Canadian lawmakers on Tuesday
passed a similar declaration.

Worse fate than Trump
awaits Modi: Mamata

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
yesterday stepped her attack on Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his party as the
Indian state prepares for high-stake assembly
elections due by April. “I will be the goalkeeper
during the upcoming Assembly polls and the
BJP will not be able to score a single goal,”
said the firebrand leader addressing a rally in
Hoogly. In a vitriolic attack, she accused Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah of spreading lies
and hatred throughout the country. She said
“a fate worse than” that of former US President
Donald Trump awaits Modi.

41 migrants feared dead in

Mediterranean

At least 41 migrants are feared dead following

a weekend shipwreck on the Mediterranean

Sea route from Libya to Italy, two United

Nations agencies said yesterday. They were
among the 120 passengers of a dinghy that left
Libya on February 18, the UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) and the International Organization for
Migration (I0OM) said. The dinghy started taking
in water after about 15 hours at sea, and eight
people died before a merchant vessel came to

help, a joint statement by the groups said.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

T IR

The officials did not give any further details

Later, Lt Col Ashique, director (legal
and media wing) of Rab, said, “A team of
Rab-10 raided Swapnadhara area acting on

China court

orders man to FROM PAGE 12
pay GX'Wife for of the deceased.
housework

AFP, Beijing

A Chinese man has
been ordered to pay
his ex-wife almost
$8,000 for years of
unpaid housework,
in a landmark divorce
case that has sparked
furious debate in
China.

Under the country’s
new civil code, which
came into effect
this year, divorcing
spouses have the right
for the first time to
request compensation
if they bore more
responsibilities at
home.

Ex-wife Wang told
the Beijing court that
during five years of
marriage she “looked
after the child and
managed household
chores, while (her
husband) Chen did
not care about or
participate in any other
household affairs
besides going to work”.

She filed a claim for
extra compensation
for housework and
childcare duties,
according to a February
4 court statement.

The court ruled that
Wang had indeed taken
on more household
responsibilities and
should receive 50,000
yuan ($7,700) plus
sole child custody and
an additional 2,000
yuan in alimony per
month.

The news gained
over 570 million views
on Weibo by yesterday.
“A full-time nanny
could cost more than
this for half a year, are
women’s youth and
feelings this cheap?”
read a comment.

information that a group of drug peddlers
would gather there.”

“During the raid, the criminals started
shooting at the Rab men, forcing the law
enforcers to retaliate by firing back. At one
point of the gunfight, the gang members
left. The Rab men then found a critically
wounded man at the spot,” he said.

He claimed that two Rab members were
also injured and took primary treatment.
He, however, did not mention the nature of
the injuries and the names of the “injured”.

Rab also claimed to have recovered a
gun, three bullets and 32 yaba pills from
the spot.

Lt Col Ashique said officials were trying
to identify the man through his finger print.

“Shafiq was not a drug peddler. He had
been traceless since the accident,” said
Manik.

Later, a case was filed over the “gunfight”
with South Keraniganj police station.

Contacted, Istiaq Ashfaq Rasel, inspector
(investigation) of the police station, told
The Daily Star yesterday that they learnt the
identity of the deceased and that they were
working to find out what his profession
was.

“We are investigating the case,” he said.

Asked about the “gunfight” with Rab, he
declined to make any comments.

Talking to this daily last evening, Rab-10
Commanding Officer Mahfuzur Rahman
said the body had been identified.

“As far as I know, he was the driver of
the truck [which ran over and killed the Rab
man],” he said, without going into details.

Rab claimed the truck was carrying
cannabis.

The deceased Rab man -- Idris Molla,
28, a constable of Bangladesh Police -- was

deputed to the elite force in May 2019.
Ran said a team of Rab-1 set up a
checkpoint in Gazipur's Porabari area

P
around 5:30am on February 14 on LY I
information that a consignment of BIFT |
30kgs cannabis was being transported to
Mymensingh.

At one point of the search, the truck
crossed the checkpoint refusing to follow
Rab’s signal to stop, sped up and tried to
flee. Constable Idris and Deputy Assistant
Director Golam Mostafa started chasing the
truck on a motorcycle, added Rab officials.

The “drug peddlers” then attempted to
kill the Rab members, throwing a sack of
cannabis at their moving motorcycle from
the truck.

The Rab men, however, remained unhurt

Dogs came to North America

FROM PAGE 12
settlement.

A new study led by the University at
Buffalo analysed the mitochondrial DNA
of a bone fragment found in Southeast
Alaska.

The team initially thought the fragment
belonged to a bear.

But closer examination revealed it to be
part of a femur of a dog that lived in the
region around 10,150 years ago, and that
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Rab me 300029 300146 300460 300798 300814 301031 301075 301235 301272 301321 301322 301335 301476 301573 301637
and pillion rider Mostafa got down and 301667 301671 301770 301898 301941 301976 302183 302279 302597 302678 302773 302780 302831 302934 302970
seized the sack. ) 302972 302995 302999 303173 303190 303254 303437 303461 303480 303755 304040 304057 304142 304148 304204
Idris then alone continued the chase. 304296 304301 304367 304479 305321 305371 305409 305416 305438 305534 305566 305735 305836 305944 306021
As he drove past the truck and tried to 306032 306036 306053 306149 306217 306231 306270 306592 306681 307000 307246 307321 307527 307571 307590
intercept its way near Coca-Cola factory in 307677 307687 307727 307760 307778 307795 308104 308137 308188 308362 308619 309078 309090 309232 309247
Mymensingh'’s Bhaluka, the truck ran him 309295 309297 309312 309647 309727 309729 310136 310194 310383 310468 310608 310619 310677 310792 310820
over and fled. 311277 311371 311380 312621 312788 312987 313289 313430 313470 313603 313776 314039 314206 314275 314362
Idris died on the spot, Rab officials said. 314533 314714 315094 315119 315200 315213 315424 315739 315828 315860 316019 316263 316533 316652 316721
Law enforcers later seized the truck from 316748 316840 316843 316986 317051 317102 317167 317173 317322 317342 317353 317379 317504 317794 317824
Bhaluka, but the driver and others in it 317868 317960 318041 318146 318281 318314 318767 318768 318891 318936 318944 319095 319149 319193 319213
escaped, they added. 319223 319228 319286 319404 319668 319680 319762 320106 320583 320608 320713 320727 320749 320776 320799
Relatives claimed that Shafiq had 320913 320922 320061 321033 321640 321819 321916 321951 322007 322123 322131 322296 322313 322479 322635
actually given another man, carrying a sack, 322711 323016 323028 323236 323251 323377 323400 323550 323635 324075 324357 324420 324534 324695 324703
a lift. The man told Shafiq that there were 324904 324983 325088 325312 325326 325334 325374 325412 325485 325985 326707 326786 327099 327115 327192
vegetables inside the sack, the relatives 327257 327314 327744 327829 327916 327963 328111 328173 328398 328440 328475 328543 328549 328778 328808
said, quoting some witnesses. 328858 328882 328942 328987 328991 329096 329104 329157 329203 320212 329236 329299 329337 329383 329823
Shafiq’s truck stopped at a checkpost 329841 330101 330327 330413 330430 330509 330531 330621 330625 330629 330751 330837 331023 331767 331793
when all of a sudden someone inside the 331797 331879 332144 332168 332180 332190 332362 332852 332870 333210 333887 334107 334425 334514 335236
truck shouted “run”. 335374 335799 335952 335963 336237 336305 336558 336618 336649 336688 336699 336758 336781 336985 337102
Frightened, Shafiq started driving and 337146 337199 337317 337544 337630 337651 337668 337708 337717 337738 337767 337828 337933 337992 338142
“accidentally” hit a motorcycle,  they 338181 338212 338240 338285 338310 338419 338667 338711 338794 338927 339619 339649 339711 339775 339959
claimed, without naming the witnesses. 339968 340092 340233 340284 340292 340301 340304 340517 340563 340596 340668 340704 340783 340974 341056
The Daily Star could not verify this 341122 341159 341162 341164 341248 341265 341273 341280 341308 341309 341401 341571 341686 341696 341727
claim. 341858 341947 341948 342153 342220 342657 342825 342965 343074 343232 343356 343385 343697 3438;3 gggé ;
: : . 344101 344610 344775 344871 344930 345022 345164 345379 345586 345619 345645 345775 345786 3457

BhﬁjkaMIféﬁlég dlsrtl;ﬁ(?f C‘;;‘; c:l afﬁﬁrd‘;f 345980 346051 346397 346422 346541 346602 346643 346690 346734 346754 346803 346836 347103 347209 347404
case was filed with the police station after 348139 348349 348678 348786 349186 349189 349494 349530 349605 349614 349976 350132 350190 350194 350296
the incident. “We are investigating it,” he 350377 350436 350445 350476 350640 350840 351064 351308 351544 351548 351661 351868 351917 351973 352023
added ’ 352169 352324 352442 352448 352521 352549 352656 352692 352769 352777 352792 352803 352904 352908 352918
: 353033 353038 353113 353257 353416 353821 353879 353893 354100 354102 354150 354162 354357 354399 354615
354680 354784 354855 354958 355214 355243 355327 355337 355373 355388 355548 355924 356095 356849 356862
356896 357000 357124 357300 357478 357490 357517 357527 357594 357713 357737 357740 357760 357799 357810
357818 357845 358031 358220 358360 358535 358895 359119 359220 359259 359515 359581 359659 360045 360083
360273 360295 360418 360622 360668 360767 361161 361168 361223 361314 361347 361507 361778 362030 362092

shared a genetic lineage with American 362162 362229 362604 363025 363212 363603 363752 363782 363821 363833 364252=536

dogs that lived before the arrival of
European breeds.

“Because dogs are a proxy for human
occupation, our data help provide not
only a timing but also a location for
the entry of dogs and people into the
Americas,” said Charlotte Lindqvist,
an evolutionary biologist from the
University at Buffalo and the University
of South Dakota.
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