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Stolen baby 
remains 
untraced
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A new born baby, allegedly 
stolen from Sirajganj 250-
bed Bangamata Sheikh 
Fazilatunnesa Mujib 
General Hospital on 
Tuesday, is yet to be rescued 
even a day after the incident. 

The missing baby boy 
-- Mahim, son of Chayon 
Islam of Vadalia village 
in Sirajganj’s Ullapara 
upazila, was admitted at 
the hospital’s children ward 
due to cold related disease 
about a week, Dr Saiful 
Islam of the hospital said.

Quoting the family 
members, Officer in Charge 
of Sirajganj Sadar Police 
Station Bahauddin Faruki 
said the incident occurred 
when mother of the 23-day-
old boy went outside the 
ward putting her baby in 
another woman’s lap on 
Tuesday. 

When the child’s mother 
Sharmin Khatun returned 
to the ward within a few 
minutes, she found both 
the woman and her baby 
missing from the ward, he 
added.

Sharmin alleged that the 
incident occurred due to 
negligence of the hospital 
authorities. 

Auto driver 
found dead
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Chapainawabganj

Police recovered the body 
of a battery-run auto-
rickshaw driver from near a 
local waterbody in Shibganj 
upazila yesterday.

The victim, Mojlur 
Rahman, 55, son of Aynal 
Haque, was a resident of 
Ekbarpur village in the 
upazila.

Officer in Charge (OC) 
of Shibganj Police Station 
Fariduddin Ahmed said 
villagers spotted the body 
near a culvert in Putimari 
Beel area in the morning 
and informed the police. 

Being informed, they 
recovered the body that bore 
several injury marks around 
11:30am, and sent it to 
Sadar Hospital for autopsy, 
the OC said, adding that 
they also recovered Mojlur’s 
vehicle from the area.

Police said the reason 
behind the murder 
could not be ascertained 
immediately.

Elephants kill one
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

A speech-impaired woman was trampled to death in an 
attack by a herd of wild elephants in Lama upazila early 
yesterday.

The deceased was identified as Baby Aktar, 26, a resident 
of remote Amtolipara area in the upazila, police said.

Officer in Charge of Lama Police Station Mizanur 
Rahman said a herd of wild elephants came down from the 
nearby forest in search of food in early hours of yesterday.

At one stage, the elephants broke into the thatched 
house of Baby and trampled her to death around 2:00am, 
the OC added.

Attack on journo’s 
family, 4 injured
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

At least four people were injured when a group of criminals 
attacked the house of a local journalist in Thakurgaon 
municipality allegedly over a trivial matter on Tuesday.  

The incident occurred when a group led by one 
Raisul, 45, and his brothers attacked Shakil Ahmed, local 
correspondent of bdnews24.com and Bangla Daily Amader 
Somoy, his parents and relatives with sharp weapons at 
Collegepara Adamnagar house on Tuesday night.

The attack left Shakil’s father Adam Ali, 45, mother 
Shakila Begum, 35, uncle Alam Hossain, 55, and cousin 
Labu, 20, injured.

Locals rescued them and admitted them to Thakurgaon 
Sadar Hospital, from where Alam was shifted to Rangpur 
Medical College Hospital the same night as his condition 
deteriorated. 

Victims’ family members said Shakil’s cousin Abid, 10, 
plucked a jujube from a tree nearby their house around 
5.30pm but Raisul slapped the boy for his childish act.

Hearing the news, when Shakil went to talk to Raisul, the 
latter and his brothers chased him and tried to stab him.

Journalist Shakil said, “Somehow I escaped their attack 
unhurt and rushed into my house. But the culprit followed 
me and entered my house forcibly.”

They stabbed my family members with sharp weapons, 
leaving four of them including my parents injured, he said.

Shakil filed a case with Thakurgaon Police Station 
yesterday morning naming eight people including Raisul 
and seven to eight other unnamed. 

River split up for 
brick kiln!

MD AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

A road has been built right through 
the Ubdakhali river, in Netrakona’s 
Kalmakanda upazila, by the owners 
of a brick kiln.

They made the road between 
Basaura and Shaljaan points of the 
river for transporting bricks to and 
from the brick kiln named SRS Bricks, 
located in Bahadurkanda area. 

The Ubdakhali river nearly dries 
up during the dry season, but it is the 
primary source of water for irrigation 
for crop fields in the area through the 
rest of the year, said locals.  

The road constructed across the 
river will essentially act as a dam that 
will create obstruction to the river’s 
flow later on, resulting in a shortage 
in irrigation water for croplands.

Besides, during monsoon, the 
river plays an important role as a 
waterway between Durgapur upazila 
in Netrakona and Dharmapasha 

upazila in Sunamganj, they also said. 
A local seeking anonymity said 

that at a time when the river needed 
urgent dredging for improvement 
of its navigability, some influential 
people have worsened the situation 
by building a road on it.

When this correspondent 
contacted two owners of SRS Bricks, 
the version of explanation given by 
one of them differed from the other.  

Idris Ali, one of them, claimed 
that while constructing the road, they 
ensured that the river’s water flow 
will not be obstructed by it.

The other owner, Satya Ranjan 
Saha, claimed that they built the 
road in the river for the time being, as 
currently there is no water in it. But, 
when water starts to flow during the 
monsoon, they would remove the 
obstruction from the river.

When attention of Mohan Lal 
Shaikat, executive engineer of Water 
Development Board in Netrakona, 

was drawn over the issue, he said the 
structure or the dam would obstruct 
the river’s water flow and cause 
ecological destruction. “We will take 
necessary action in this regard after 
investigation,” he assured. 

Sabikunnahar, assistant director 
of Department of Environment 
in Netrakona, said SRS Bricks has 
been running illegally even after its 
environmental clearance certificate 
was cancelled on grounds of various 
rules violations.

“The brick kiln is located near a 
government primary school. That’s 
why we had asked its owners to 
relocate it. But since it’s still running, 
we will conduct a drive with a mobile 
court shortly,” the official added.

Contacted, Kalmakanda Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer Sohel Rana said he 
came to learn about the matter only 
recently and he would take necessary 
action after making a visit to the site.  

A truck driving down the road that was recently made by the owners of a brick kiln, 

across the Ubdakhali river in Kalmakanda upazila of Netrakona.
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COLLECTED

After nearly 13 years of establishment, Pabna University of Science and Technology 

(PUST) gets its first Shaheed Miner. A student of Architecture Department of the 

university designed the Shahed Miner, built at a cost of Tk 54 lakh. PUST started its 

journey on June 5 in 2008. PHOTO: STAR


