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Illegal nets 
worth Tk 
60cr seized
A CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

Law enforcers during a drive 
seized about 2 crore metres 
of illegal fishing nets worth 
around Tk 60 crore from 
Sadar upazila yesterday. 

Senior Upazila Fisheries 
Officer (UFO) Mohammad 
Tipu Sultan said, acting 
on a tip-off, a joint team 
of District Administration, 
Fisheries Department and 
Bangladesh Coastguard 
raided three factories in 
Gosaibagh area around 
3:00am and seized the 
fishing nets and net making 
equipment.

However, the offenders 
managed to flee the 
scene, the UFO said. The 
authorities later burnt the 
seized nets on the bank of 
Dhaleshwari river. 

Woman 
found dead
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Police recovered the body of 
a woman from a waterbody 
at Shreepur village in 
Rajbari’s Kalukhali upazila 
on Monday.

The decease, Manjuara 
Khatun, 42, was daughter 
of Manik Mandal of 
Kushitadangi village.

Zahidul Islam, a 
member of Majbari UP said 
Manjuara went to visit his 
sister’s house two days ago.

She left the house for 
home on Sunday and 
remained missing since 
then.

The following morning, 
locals found her body in 
Kashmia Beel.

Tangail’s canals disappearing 
fast as grabbers filling it up
A total of 27 canals used to flow through different areas of the 
district town only 3 decades ago
MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

The canals flowing through different 
areas in Tangail town are disappearing 
one after another, thanks to the 
illegal grabbing and negligence by 
the authorities.  

As a result, the environment 
and biodiversity are under serious 
threat in one side and on the other 
hand, many important roads of the 
municipality remain submerged 
under water after moderate rain. 
Bad odour also spreads from the 
dirty stagnant water, causing public 
nuisances.

According to officials of 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association (Bela) in Tangail, there 
were total 27 canals flowing through 
different places at 18 wards in the 
municipal area only three decades 
ago. 

Of them, three have already 
disappeared fully while the rest 24 
others are on the verge of extinction 
as land grabbers continue to fill up 
the water bodies with garbage. 

Of the disappeared canals, one 
had flown from Belkuchi road to the 
house of Jalal Pandit at Kaghmara 
and Akur Takur moujas in 3 No ward, 
another from Berabuchona Water 
Tank area to the Louhajang river 
at Kandapara in Kachuadanga and 
Berabuchona moujas in 11 No ward 
and the rest from Sabalia Battala to 
Sadar Hospital via Kodalia at Sabalia 
and Kodalia moujas in 18 No ward. 

The Sabalia canal flowing 
beside the Baitun Noor mosque 
at Mymensingh road via Sabalia 
Panjapara and Sabalia Battala was 
connected to the Bairan river. Local 

influential people first fill up the canal 
by dumping wastes and grabbed it 
then. Later, they constructed houses 
and other structures including high-
rise buildings there. 

Goutam Chandra Chanda, senior 
research officer of Bela, said not 
only the drainage system but also 
the environment and biodiversity 
in the town are at stake because of 
destruction of the canals. 

On the other hand, the Victoria 
canal, previously known as Shaym 

Babur Khal, which had flown 
through the middle of the town, was 
the most important for the drainage 
system in the town. However, the 
then municipality authorities turned 
the canal into a drain two decades 
ago. Later, they constructed several 
markets on the drain, narrowing 
down the Victoria Road, the main 
street in the district town. 

Masum Ferdous, a poet and 
writer in Tangail, said merchants 
from different district who entered 
Tangail through the Louhajang river 
carried different goods from the town 
through the canal (Shaym Babur 

Khal) with big boats. 
Abdur Rahim Miah, a resident 

of Kachuadanga area, said they had 
gone to the Karatia market through 
the Kachuadanga Berabuchona canal 
with boats carrying paddy, jute and 
other goods only four decades ago. 

“Now there is no existence of 
the canal. Influential people filled 
it up and then constructed dwelling 
houses and other structures,” said 
Rahim. 

Hasem Miah, a resident of 
Berabuchona area, said a canal in the 
area is losing its existence day by day 
due to mindless grabbing. 

Despite repeated pleas, the 
authorities concerned are yet to take 
any steps to recover the canal, he 
alleged.

Ratan Ahmed Siddique, general 
secretary of Tangail River, Canal, 
Water bodies and Environment 
Protection Movement Committee, 
said the canals’ lands have been 
being filled up and occupied with 
the help of public representatives for 
long period.  

The canals should be recovered 
for restoring the drainage system 
and protecting environment in the 
century-old municipality town, he 
added.  

Contacted, Sirajul Islam, executive 
engineer of Water Development 
Board in Tangail, said the local 
administration is the ultimate 
authority to recover the canals.

Dr Ataul Gani, deputy 
commissioner in Tangail, said they 
will take initiative to recover the 
canals one after another after survey.

Land grabbers continue to fill up a canal with garbage in Biswas Betka area of Tangail town. 

Later, a house has been built there. 
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Living the dream 
of helping others

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Language movement veteran and 
education luminary Zahir Uddin 
Ahmed, now aged 86, continues to 
serve people with his knowledge in 
herbal medicine.

A resident of Nawdabansh 
village, in Mahendranagar union 
of Sadar upazila, Zahir is a person 
in whom people from surrounding 
villages put their trust when they 
fall sick with common illnesses.  

Zahir was born on March 23, 
1935 to farmer parents. He took 
part in the Language Movement of 
1952 when he was a tenth grader 
at Lalmonirhat High School. 
He passed Intermediate from 
Carmichael College in 1956. 

During the Liberation War 
of 1971, Zahir played a key role 
in organising the fight for the 
country’s freedom. 

Zahir helped establish three 
educational institutions in 
the area -- Burirkura Primary 
School, Barbari High School and 
Khedabagh Dakhil Madrasa. 

Since his school days, Zahir had 
a knack for medicinal plants and 
he has been growing many of the 
plants around his house. Presently, 
he has archived details of about 
155 species of different medicinal 
plants. 

In 1993, he was conferred 
the title ‘Ayurveda Teertha’ by 
Bangladesh Ayurveda Board in 
recognition for his knowledge in 
Ayurveda -- a traditional system of 
medicine.

Zahir provides free herbal 

remedies to people suffering 
from various illnesses including 
headache, common cold and fever. 
For more complicated diseases, he 
charges a nominal fee.  

Mahir Uddin, a senior citizen 
from the same village, said people 
in the area and even from distant 
villagers come to language hero 
Zahir Uddin whenever they fall 
sick with ordinary illnesses.  

Zahir’s wife Jamila Khatun, 75, 
who is mother of their four sons 
and four daughters, said that ever 
since she married him, she has 
been seeing her husband helping 
others with herbal remedies. 

Their livelihood depends on 
agriculture, but Zahir has a passion 
for collecting medicinal plants 

from bushes and jungles even 
when he goes to visit a relative or 
friend, she added.

In conversation with this 
correspondent, Zahir said 
he conducted some research 
on treating different types of 
cancers with herbal medicines 
and he would like his research 
to be recognised by appropriate 
authorities in the field. 

He also said it has been his 
lifelong dream that the government 
would come forward and help him 
set up a fully-fledged Ayurvedic 
hospital in his village. “I want to 
keep working for the welfare of the 
people as long as I live. I enjoy life 
better when I serve the people and 
it is my ultimate love.” 

Language movement veteran and education 

luminary Zahir Uddin Ahmed.
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