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China confirms four died in

June clash on India border

China’s defence ministry yesterday named four
soldiers killed in a brawl with Indian forces last
year, the first confirmation of deaths by Beijing
from the border clash that also killed at least 20
Indian soldiers. The Chinese soldiers “sacrificed
themselves” during the June confrontation in
the contested Galwan Valley border area with
Indian troops, the ministry said. Beijing at the
time acknowledged that the clash had resulted
in casualties but did not confirm if any Chinese
soldiers died. India and China fought a border
war in 1962 and have long accused each other
of seeking to cross their frontier -- which has
never been properly agreed -- in India’s Ladakh
region, just opposite Tibet.

US reaffirms ‘strategic defence

partnership’ with Saudis

Washington has reaffirmed its “strategic
defence partnership” with Riyadh in the face
of increased attacks by Yemeni rebels but
the move came in a call from the Pentagon
not the White House. US Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin condemned the Huthi attacks
in a telephone conversation Thursday
with his Saudi counterpart, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, the official Saudi
Press Agency and a Pentagon statement said.
The conversation came after the White House
announced on Tuesday that President Joe
Biden’s first telephone call to Saudi leaders
would be to King Salman, and not his son, the
crown prince, who is the kingdom’s de facto
leader but has a tarnished reputation within
Democratic Party.

Press freedom fears as

Malaysia fines news site

A leading Malaysian news site was fined
$120,000 yesterday over readers’ comments
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A person walks through the snow in New York, on Thursday. A historic winter weather system that
brought bitter, record-busting cold to much of the southern and central US was pushing up the East
Coast on Thursday, with forecasters warning of heavy snowfall and dangerous, icy buildups. The
frigid blast has over the past week seen Arctic cold envelope the US heartland unfamiliar with such
extremes, leaving dozens of dead in its wake and millions of people in oil-rich Texas without power.
Though electricity has restored to most of the households, Millions are still without safe water in
Texas, where authorities have asked citizens to boil water before drinking.
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that criticised the judiciary, sparking concerns
about worsening press freedom and a flood of
international condemnation. Malaysiakini, a
popular portal that has made a name for itself
by reporting on the misdeeds of the ruling
elite, and its editor-in-chief Steven Gan, were

US accepts talks with Iran

Eases restrictions on diplomats’ movements in New York

US Democrats unveil

immigration reforms
Pave citizenship path for 11m

people, including Dreamers
AFP, Washington

Democrats unveiled legislation Thursday for President
Joe Biden’s plan to create a path to citizenship for 11
million undocumented immigrants, saying there is no
justification for denying them a permanent home in the
United States.

Biden called the policy reforms “long overdue” and said
they were aimed at reversing the “misguided policies” of
his predecessor Donald Trump, who mounted a hardline
effort to halt illegal immigration, slash legal immigration
and drive out undocumented immigrants, even those in
the country for decades.

The new proposal aims to give legal protections to
millions of people, mostly from Mexico and central America,
who have lived in the country for many years, with homes,
businesses and US-born children and grandchildren.

“Immigration is an irrefutable source of our strength
and is essential to who we are as a nation,” Biden said in
a statement. “This is an important first step in pursuing
immigration policies that unite families, grow and enhance
our economy, and safeguard our security,” he said.

The main focus of the legislation is to offer an eight-
year path to citizenship to most of the undocumented
immigrants living and working in the United States.

Some, including farmworkers and people brought to
the country as children -- so-called Dreamers -- will get an
immediate path to permanent residency or a “green card,”
allowing them to work legally.

Others addressed include thousands of people in the
United States under temporary protected status (TPS) due
to violent upheavals or natural disasters in their home
countries.

And, underscoring the Biden administration’s reversal
from Trump’s strident anti-immigration policies, the
legislation also proposes the end of calling undocumented
immigrants “aliens” in US law. Instead, they will be
referred to as “non-citizens.”

accused of contempt of court in a case brought
by the attorney general. The case related to five
readers’comments posted under an article that
were critical of the judiciary, which authorities
say had eroded public confidence in the courts.
Following the ruling, the portal changed to
black and white as a mark of protest and
launched a fundraising drive to cover the fine. It
has faced continual attacks since it was founded
in 1999, ranging from police raids to criminal
prosecutions, and has so far managed to
survive every challenge. Human Rights Watch,
US embassy in Kuala Lumpur expressed their
concerns over the verdict.

India criticises UN experts

over Kashmir
India has criticised UN rights experts for
voicing concerns about constitutional changes
made in the Muslim-majority territory
of Kashmir, where militants have been
fighting for independence for three decades.
A statement released by the two special
rapporteurs on minority issues and freedom
of religion or belief on Thursday called into
question their neutrality and objectivity,
Foreign Ministry spokesman Anurag
Srivastava said. In their statement, the special
rapporteurs said a decision by the Indian
government last year to end the autonomy
of Jammu and Kashmir state and enact new
laws could curtail the political participation of
Muslims. Muslims and other minority groups
also stood to lose on issues such as employment
and land ownership, they said.

AFP, Washington

The United States said it was ready to meet with
Iran and reversed Donald Trump’s claims of new
UN sanctions, providing an opening to jumpstart
nuclear diplomacy.

Hours after Secretary of State Antony Blinken
spoke with his European counterparts, the United
States welcomed a proposal to convene talks of all
nations that were part of the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.

The EU political director, Enrique Mora,
afterward proposed via Twitter an informal meeting
of all participants, saying the nuclear accord was at
a “critical moment” -- ahead of a weekend deadline
for Iran to restrict some UN nuclear inspections.

“The United States would accept an invitation
from the European Union High Representative to
attend a meeting of the P5+1 and Iran to discuss a
diplomatic way forward on Iran’s nuclear program,”
State Department spokesman Ned Price said.

The group which sealed the 2015 deal includes
the United States and Iran as well as Britain, China,
France, Germany and Russia.

Former president Trump withdrew from the
nuclear accord and instead imposed sweeping
sanctions aimed at bringing Iran to its knees.
But President Joe Biden has supported a return
to diplomacy, saying that the 2015 accord was
effective in reducing Tehran's nuclear program.

It remains to be seen if Iran will also be willing
to sit down with the United States. Iran has insisted
that the United States first lift sanctions before it
returns to full compliance with the 2015 accord,
reversing steps it took in protest against Trump’s
measures.

In one step Thursday, the Biden administration

said it was no longer contending that the United
Nations had imposed new sanctions on Iran.

In a letter, the acting US ambassador to the
United Nations, Richard Mills, said that sanctions
said to be reinstated in August “remain terminated.”

The US also said it was easing draconian
restrictions imposed by Trump’s administration
on movements of Iranian diplomats accredited at
the United Nations, headquartered in New York
City, as part of a bid to reduce tensions.

“The idea here is to take steps to remove
unnecessary obstacles to multilateral diplomacy
by amending the restrictions on domestic travel.
Those had been extremely restrictive,” a State
Department official told reporters.

As part of his maximum pressure campaign
on Iran, Trump in 2019 barred Iranian diplomats
from all but a few blocks around the United
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Nations and their mission, with Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif saying he was even
prohibited during a UN visit from visiting a
colleague in a New York hospital.
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Injured protester
dies in Myanmar

Protests continue as international
pressure grows on military

REUTERS

A young woman protester in Myanmar died yesterday
after being shot in the head last week as police dispersed a
crowd, her brother said, the first death among opponents
of the Feb. 1 military coup since demonstrations began
two weeks ago.

News of the death came as baton-wielding police and
soldiers broke up a procession of people carrying banners
of ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi in the northern town
of Myitkyina and thousands returned to the streets of the
main city of Yangon.

Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing, who had just turned 20,
had been on life support since being taken to hospital on
Feb. 9, after she was hit by what doctors said was a live
bullet at a protest in the capital, Naypyitaw.

Protesters set up a shrine for her on a pavement in
Yangon, with pictures, flowers and the flag of Suu Kyi's party.

Yesterday marked two weeks of daily demonstrations
against the military’s seizure of power and its detention of
veteran democracy campaigner Suu Kyi.

As well as the protests, a civil disobedience campaign has
paralysed much government business and international
pressure is building on the military.

Britain and Canada announced new sanctions on
Thursday and Japan said it had agreed with India, the
United States and Australia on the need for democracy to
be restored quickly.

The junta has not reacted to the new sanctions. On
Tuesday, an army spokesman told a news conference
that sanctions had been expected. There is little history
of Myanmar's generals giving in to foreign pressure and
they have closer ties to neighbouring China and to Russia,
which have taken a softer approach than long critical
Western countries.
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