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NEWS IN BRIEF 

China confirms four died in 
June clash on India border

China’s defence ministry yesterday named four 
soldiers killed in a brawl with Indian forces last 
year, the first confirmation of deaths by Beijing 
from the border clash that also killed at least 20 
Indian soldiers. The Chinese soldiers “sacrificed 
themselves” during the June confrontation in 
the contested Galwan Valley border area with 
Indian troops, the ministry said. Beijing at the 

time acknowledged that the clash had resulted 
in casualties but did not confirm if any Chinese 
soldiers died. India and China fought a border 
war in 1962 and have long accused each other 
of seeking to cross their frontier -- which has 

never been properly agreed -- in India’s Ladakh 
region, just opposite Tibet.

US reaffirms ‘strategic defence 
partnership’ with Saudis 

Washington has reaffirmed its “strategic 
defence partnership” with Riyadh in the face 

of increased attacks by Yemeni rebels but 
the move came in a call from the Pentagon 
not the White House. US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin condemned the Huthi attacks 

in a telephone conversation Thursday 
with his Saudi counterpart, Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman, the official Saudi 
Press Agency and a Pentagon statement said.  
The conversation came after the White House 

announced on Tuesday that President Joe 
Biden’s first telephone call to Saudi leaders 

would be to King Salman, and not his son, the 
crown prince, who is the kingdom’s de facto 
leader but has a tarnished reputation within 

Democratic Party. 

Press freedom fears as 
Malaysia fines news site 

A leading Malaysian news site was fined 
$120,000 yesterday over readers’ comments 

that criticised the judiciary, sparking concerns 
about worsening press freedom and a flood of 
international condemnation.  Malaysiakini, a 

popular portal that has made a name for itself 
by reporting on the misdeeds of the ruling 

elite, and its editor-in-chief Steven Gan, were 
accused of contempt of court in a case brought 
by the attorney general. The case related to five 
readers’ comments posted under an article that 
were critical of the judiciary, which authorities 
say had eroded public confidence in the courts. 

Following the ruling, the portal changed to 
black and white as a mark of protest and 

launched a fundraising drive to cover the fine. It 
has faced continual attacks since it was founded 

in 1999, ranging from police raids to criminal 
prosecutions, and has so far managed to 

survive every challenge. Human Rights Watch, 
US embassy in Kuala Lumpur expressed their 

concerns over the verdict. 

India criticises UN experts 
over Kashmir

India has criticised UN rights experts for 
voicing concerns about constitutional changes 

made in the Muslim-majority territory 
of Kashmir, where militants have been 

fighting for independence for three decades. 
A statement released by the two special 

rapporteurs on minority issues and freedom 
of religion or belief on Thursday called into 

question their neutrality and objectivity, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Anurag 

Srivastava said. In their statement, the special 
rapporteurs said a decision by the Indian 

government last year to end the autonomy 
of Jammu and Kashmir state and enact new 

laws could curtail the political participation of 
Muslims. Muslims and other minority groups 

also stood to lose on issues such as employment 
and land ownership, they said.  

US Democrats unveil 
immigration reforms
Pave citizenship path for 11m 
people, including Dreamers
AFP, Washington

Democrats unveiled legislation Thursday for President 
Joe Biden’s plan to create a path to citizenship for 11 
million undocumented immigrants, saying there is no 
justification for denying them a permanent home in the 
United States.  

Biden called the policy reforms “long overdue” and said 
they were aimed at reversing the “misguided policies” of 
his predecessor Donald Trump, who mounted a hardline 
effort to halt illegal immigration, slash legal immigration 
and drive out undocumented immigrants, even those in 
the country for decades.

The new proposal aims to give legal protections to 
millions of people, mostly from Mexico and central America, 
who have lived in the country for many years, with homes, 
businesses and US-born children and grandchildren.

“Immigration is an irrefutable source of our strength 
and is essential to who we are as a nation,” Biden said in 
a statement. “This is an important first step in pursuing 
immigration policies that unite families, grow and enhance 
our economy, and safeguard our security,” he said.

The main focus of the legislation is to offer an eight-
year path to citizenship to most of the undocumented 
immigrants living and working in the United States.

Some, including farmworkers and people brought to 
the country as children -- so-called Dreamers -- will get an 
immediate path to permanent residency or a “green card,” 
allowing them to work legally. 

Others addressed include thousands of people in the 
United States under temporary protected status (TPS) due 
to violent upheavals or natural disasters in their home 
countries.

And, underscoring the Biden administration’s reversal 
from Trump’s strident anti-immigration policies, the 
legislation also proposes the end of calling undocumented 
immigrants “aliens” in US law.  Instead, they will be 
referred to as “non-citizens.”

Lift all sanctions for talks
Says Iran as it reacts coolly to US negotiation offer
REUTERS, Dubai

Iran will “immediately reverse” actions in its 
nuclear programme once US sanctions are lifted, 
its foreign minister said yesterday, reacting coolly 
to Washington’s initial offer to revive talks with 
Tehran aimed at restoring the 2015 nuclear deal.  

President Joe Biden’s administration said on 
Thursday it was ready to talk to Iran about both 
nations returning to the accord, which aimed to 
prevent Tehran from acquiring nuclear weapons 
while lifting most international sanctions. Former 
President Donald Trump left the accord in 2018 
and reimposed sanctions on Iran.

It also lifted restrictions imposed on Iranian 
diplomats in New York. 

Tehran said Washington’s move was not enough 
to persuade Iran to fully respect the accord.

When sanctions are lifted, “we will then 
immediately reverse all remedial measures. 
Simple,” Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
said on Twitter.

Since Trump ditched the deal, Tehran has 
breached the accord by rebuilding stockpiles of 
low-enriched uranium, enriching it to higher levels 
of fissile purity and installing advanced centrifuges 
to speed up production.

Tehran and Washington have been at odds over 
who should make the first step to revive the accord. 
Iran says the United States must first lift Trump’s 
sanctions while Washington says Tehran must first 
return to compliance with the deal.

However, a senior Iranian official told Reuters 
that Tehran was considering Washington’s offer to 
talk about the revival of the deal.

“But first they should return to the deal. Then 

within the framework of the 2015 deal, a mechanism 
to basically synchronise steps can be discussed,” the 
official said. “We have never sought nuclear weapons 
and this is not part of our defence doctrine,” the 
Iranian official said. “Our message is very clear. Lift 
all the sanctions and give diplomacy a chance.”

The European Union is working on organising 
an informal meeting with all participants of the 
Iran deal and the United States, which has already 

signalled willingness to join any gathering, a senior 
EU official said yesterday.

Adding to pressure for a resolution to the 
impasse, a law passed by the hardline parliament 
obliges Tehran on Feb 23 to cancel the sweeping 
access given to UN inspectors under the deal, 
limiting their visits to declared nuclear sites only.

World powers urged Iran to refrain from taking 
the step, which will complicate Biden’s efforts to 
restore the pact.

While Iran’s demand for a lifting of all US 
sanctions is unlikely to be met anytime soon, 
analysts said, Tehran faces a delicate choice about 
how to respond to Biden’s overture with an 
upcoming presidential election in June.

Injured protester 

dies in Myanmar
Protests continue as international 
pressure grows on military
REUTERS

A young woman protester in Myanmar died yesterday 
after being shot in the head last week as police dispersed a 
crowd, her brother said, the first death among opponents 
of the Feb. 1 military coup since demonstrations began 
two weeks ago.  

News of the death came as baton-wielding police and 
soldiers broke up a procession of people carrying banners 
of ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi in the northern town 
of Myitkyina and thousands returned to the streets of the 
main city of Yangon.

Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing, who had just turned 20, 
had been on life support since being taken to hospital on 
Feb. 9, after she was hit by what doctors said was a live 
bullet at a protest in the capital, Naypyitaw.

Protesters set up a shrine for her on a pavement in 
Yangon, with pictures, flowers and the flag of Suu Kyi’s party.

Yesterday marked two weeks of daily demonstrations 
against the military’s seizure of power and its detention of 
veteran democracy campaigner Suu Kyi.

As well as the protests, a civil disobedience campaign has 
paralysed much government business and international 
pressure is building on the military.

Britain and Canada announced new sanctions on 
Thursday and Japan said it had agreed with India, the 
United States and Australia on the need for democracy to 
be restored quickly.

The junta has not reacted to the new sanctions. On 
Tuesday, an army spokesman told a news conference 
that sanctions had been expected. There is little history 
of Myanmar’s generals giving in to foreign pressure and 
they have closer ties to neighbouring China and to Russia, 
which have taken a softer approach than long critical 
Western countries.  

A person walks through the snow in New York, on Thursday. A historic winter weather system that 

brought bitter, record-busting cold to much of the southern and central US was pushing up the East 

Coast on Thursday, with forecasters warning of heavy snowfall and dangerous, icy buildups. The 

frigid blast has over the past week seen Arctic cold envelope the US heartland unfamiliar with such 

extremes, leaving dozens of dead in its wake and millions of people in oil-rich Texas without power. 

Though electricity has restored to most of the households, Millions are still without safe water in 

Texas, where authorities have asked citizens to boil water before drinking.
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