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Super plant
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did not make a difference 
on quieter streets.

A one-metre-long 
section of the bushy shrub 
is capable of absorbing 
hundreds of miles’ worth 
of car pollution in just 
one week, according to the 
experts.

Lead researcher Dr 
Tijana Blanusa said: “On 
major city roads with heavy 
traffic we’ve found that the 
species with more complex 
denser canopies, rough 
and hairy-leaves such as 
cotoneaster were the most 
effective.

Dr Sharif Ahmed 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Dr Sharif Ahmed, a 
dental surgeon, died 
at a hospital in the 
capital yesterday. He 
was 66, said a press 
release.

He breathed his 
last in the early 
hours at Square Hospital after being 
infected with Covid-19. 

Dr Sharif left behind his wife 
Parveen Sharif, a son, a daughter and 
a host of relatives and well-wishers to 
mourn his death.

He was buried at Banani graveyard 
following a namaz-e-janaza after 
Juma prayers at Banani DOHS 
Mosque.

He was one of the eminent dental 
surgeons in the country, the release 
added. All are requested to pray for 
the salvation of the departed soul.

UK’s Prince
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“Royal Highness” title and no longer 
carry out duties on behalf of the 
monarch, but vowed to review the 
moves a year on.  

“The Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
have confirmed to Her Majesty The 
Queen that they will not be returning 
as working members of The Royal 
Family,” Buckingham Palace said.

“The Queen has written 
confirming that in stepping away 
from the work of The Royal Family it 
is not possible to continue with the 
responsibilities and duties that come 
with a life of public service.

“The honorary military 
appointments and Royal patronages 
held by The Duke and Duchess will 
therefore be returned to Her Majesty, 
before being redistributed among 
working members of The Royal Family.”

The palace statement added: 
“While all are saddened by their 
decision, The Duke and Duchess 
remain much loved members of the 
family.”

However, it appears they will 
retain their official titles of Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex, and Harry remains 
sixth in line to the throne, with no 
change in the line of succession.

A spokesperson for Harry and 
Meghan said the couple had shown 
they “remain committed to their duty 
and service to the UK and around the 
world”.

3 Bangladeshi students killed in Canada
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“It is very devastating to the 
community,” said Tasneem Vali, vice-
chair of Manitoba Islamic Association.

A 53-year-old woman who was 
driving the other car sustained serious 
but non-life-threatening injuries and was 
transported to a hospital in Winnipeg.

The collision is still under 
investigation, but alcohol is not 
considered a factor, RCMP say.
‘THEY WERE THE EXAMPLE’

Friends and Winnipeg’s Muslim 
community in general were mourning 
the loss of the three Bangladeshi students. 

“They were some of the best people 
I had ever come across. True mentors,” 
friend Fardeen Zareef told CBC News 
Canada.

“For the entire community, it’s a 
major loss. We’re all in mourning 
right now because it’s a connected 
community and everyone knew them.”

Aranoor was a third-year student 
studying statistics, Badhon was a 
hard-working third-year studying 
accounting and supply chain at 
the Asper School of Business, and 
Aditta was “a sweetheart” studying 
agriculture, said Zareef.

Aranoor and Badhon were the 
same age as Zareef, but Aditta was 
“like an older brother” and the best 
cook Zareef knows, he said.

“We used to call him Chef Pablo,” 
he said, noting that Aditta’s nickname 
was Pablo.

“They were some of the best faces 

in our community. They were the 
example,” said Zareef.

News of the crash came around 
10:30am [10:30pm Bangladesh] time, 
CBC Canada News said. 

The families of the victims were 
immediately contacted, said Abdul 
Ahad, president of the Muslim Student 
Association at the University of Manitoba.

“It took a little time to actually digest 
the whole situation, because it was a 
bit unbelievable, [and] in Bangladesh 
it [was] nighttime,” said Ahad.

The Manitoba Islamic Association 
-- the province’s largest Muslim 
organization -- is handling the funeral 
arrangements, and offering support, 
including grief counselling, to anyone 
who needs it, the report said.

Nasa rover
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US President Joe Biden 
hailed the “historic” event. 

“Today proved once 
again that with the power 
of science and American 
ingenuity, nothing is 
beyond the realm of 
possibility,” he tweeted.

Perseverance’s prime 
mission will last just over 
two years but it is likely 
to remain operational 
well beyond that, with 
its predecessor Curiosity 
still functioning eight 
years after landing on the 
planet, said Nasa acting 
administrator Steve Jurczyk.

“It’ll be on Mars for its 
entire life,” he said, adding 
“these robots tend to be 
really reliable.”

Man held over
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Her father filed a case with 
Jhikargachha Police Station yesterday 
morning. 

On information, police arrested the 
accused from Monirampur upazila in 
the district. 

Mejbahuddin, inspector 
(investigation) of Jhikargachha 
Police Station, said the victim was 
seven-month pregnant and was 
sent to Jashore General Hospital for 
treatment and medical tests.

7 hurt as three-storey
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of Keraniganj Police Station, said they 
conducted the evacuation to ensure 
safety to the residents of nearby 
buildings. 

Talking to this correspondent, the 
owner of the collapsed building, Jane 
Alam, 47, said he first built a two-storey 
building on his ancestral land in 2000. 

A few years back, he increased it by 
another floor. 

He also admitted that the building 
was not built following any building 
codes. 

About yesterday’s collapse, Alam 
said he was talking to a chef around 
8:15am outside the building when it 
collapsed on the pond.

“It happened in just 15 seconds,” 
Alam said, adding that four of his 
family members were injured in the 

incident. 
Golam Rabbi, a second-year 

student of Dhaka College and also a 
nephew to Alam, said he came to the 
house to attend a feast yesterday, and 
then this happened. 

The incidents of building collapse 
and fire are occasionally reported in 
Bangladesh because of poor planning 
and the use of substandard materials. 

Experts attribute the frequent 
building collapses to faulty design, 
poor construction workmanship, 
product failure or lack of following 
building codes, and regulatory 
requirements. 

Meanwhile, Keraniganj upazila 
administration formed a seven-
member probe body in this connection. 

The committee was asked to submit 
its report in seven working days.

‘Drug dealer’
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at the officers, forcing the latter to 
retaliate, he said.

As the gang members fled after a 
few minutes of gunfight the officers 
found the critically wounded man, he 
added.

During the gunfight, two Rab 
members got hurt and took primary 
treatment. Officials didn’t mention 
the nature of the injuries or name the 
officials who got injured.

The elite force also recovered a gun, 
three rounds ammunition and 32 
yaba pills from the spot.

Lt Col Ashique said they are trying 
to identify the man by his finger print.

The body was at the hospital as of 
yesterday evening and the police were 
yet to make an inquest report.

Usually, an officer from the 
local police station conducts an 
inquest report and sends the body 
to the morgue for autopsy, after such 
incidents.

Imdadul Islam, inspector of 
South Keranignaj Police station, 
told The Daily Star around 8:00pm 
yesterday that they have heard about 
a “crossfire” death, but Rab had not 
informed them yet.

Algeria’s president appeases 
protesters with pardons
AFP, Algiers

Algerian President Abdelmadjid 
declared pardons for jailed anti-
government activists and called early 
elections Thursday, as the crisis-
hit country grapples with renewed 
protests on the second anniversary of 
a popular uprising.

The North African nation is facing 
political and economic crises, with the 
coronavirus pandemic adding to the 
woes of an oil-dependent economy.

In an address to the nation, 
Tebboune called for the dissolution of 
parliament and said he will also carry 
out a government reshuffle.

“I have decided to dissolved the 
National Popular Assembly and call 
for elections,” Tebboune said, in a 
speech broadcast on state television.

He pardoned dozens of jailed 
activists of the “Hirak” protest 
movement and appealed to young 
people, many feeling disenfranchised 
and struggling amid high rates of 
unemployment.

Tebboune said he wanted to “open 
the doors of parliament to young 
people”, adding that youths “must 
have political weight”.

Algeria, Africa’s fourth-largest 
economy, saw oil revenues collapse 
in 2020, with the International 
Monetary Fund predicting a 5.2 
percent recession.

Legislative elections had been 
scheduled to be held in 2022, but 
Tebboune wants early polls to take 

place before year’s end, potentially as 
early as June, and by September at the 
latest.

The vote would be held on the basis 
of a new electoral law that is yet to be 
adopted, which would impose strict 
financing regulations to stop funding 
from abroad.

Tebboune, who has previously 
expressed dissatisfaction with the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Abdelaziz 
Djerad, said the government reshuffle 
would take place “within 48 hours at 
most”.

He said the reshuffle would 
“concern sectors which have shown 
shortcomings that are being felt by the 
people and us”, without elaborating.

Tebboune said dozens of jailed 
members of the Hirak -- which 
swept former strongman Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika from power in 2019 -- 
would be granted a “presidential 
pardon”.

“The blessed Hirak has saved 
Algeria,” he said.

Around 55 to 60 Hirak members 
would benefit from the amnesty, he 
said, with their release due to start 
immediately.

Around 70 people are currently 
in prison over their links with the 
Hirak movement or other peaceful 
opposition political activity, according 
to the CNLD prisoners’ support group.

Of those to be pardoned, 30 have 
been convicted on various charges, 
while the others are awaiting trial, 

8 more die
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490,468 and the recovery rate at 90.38 
percent.

Among the eight dead, six were 
men and two were women.

Of them, one was between 21-30 
years old, one between 41-50, two 
between 51-60 and four were above 
60 years old, added the release.

Bangladesh third largest
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during the global financial crisis in 
2009.”

A further 7 percent drop in 
remittances is expected in 2021, owing 
to the pandemic’s lingering effects on 
the global economy, the report added.

The EIU study mentioned that in 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, increased 
remittance inflows were likely tied to 
factors unique to 2020. These included 
the repatriation of overseas savings by 
nationals returning home after losing 
their jobs; this trend was especially 
notable in the Gulf economies, which 
suffered greatly amid the crash in oil 
prices and tourism.

The headline rise in remittances 
was probably also prompted by the 
shift in flows to formal channels, as 
travel restrictions complicated the 
informal transfer of remittances across 
borders -- effectively meaning that the 
2020 rise may be partially explained 
by an accounting change.

The introduction of new remittance 
tax incentives by the authorities -- 
in 2020 by Pakistan and in 2019 by 
Bangladesh -- could also have boosted 
flows, but those effects may well be 
temporary, the report said.

The one-off nature of these factors 
increases the risk of remittances falling 
this year. This could be problematic 
for Pakistan and Bangladesh, which 
both ran pre-Covid current-account 
deficits and rely on remittances for 
a sizeable share of current-account 
credits.

The report said a sharp depreciation 
of the peso at the onset of the 

pandemic encouraged the flow of 
remittances to Mexico from the US, 
as the value of remittances in local 
currency was artificially increased.

Access to stimulus payments in the 
US is also likely to have supported 
these flows, even as unemployment 
rose while the pandemic progressed 
(more than 90 percent of Mexican 
migrants are based in the US, and 
many have access to social protection 
via resident status or a work permit).

The report said the pandemic 
has had an enormous impact on 
international flows of migrant 
remittances, which represent a 
significant source of economic 
support for many poor countries.

“Apart from a few exceptional cases, 
most remittance-receiving countries 
are in a very difficult position,” it said.

Many registered a steep fall in 
remittances in 2020 compared with 
2019, such as the Kyrgyz Republic, 
which suffered a 22 percent drop, the 
report added.


