
BUSINESSDHAKA THURSDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2021, FALGUN 5, 1427 BSB2

PRIME ISLAMI LIFE INSURANCE

Mohammad Akhter, chairman of Prime Islami Life Insurance, and CEO Apel Mahmud attend its annual conference-2020 in Sylhet recently.

Prices of essentials rise ahead of Ramadan
FROM PAGE B1

Anower Hossain, a wholesale trader 
at Khatunganj market, said they have 
sufficient stocks of Ramadan items, 
including chickpeas and sugar, and 
that there was no sign of a supply 
shortage. 

However, retailers suddenly 
placed more orders with Ramadan in 
mind, resulting in a slight increase 
in prices at wholesale markets, he 
added.

Market insiders said although 
there were sufficient stocks, a 
nexus of dishonest wholesalers 
and retailers have created illegal, 
profit-mongering syndicates that 
charge extra for these items. In this 
situation, it is the people, especially 

those of the low and middle classes, 
who suffer the most, they added.

According to data from 
Chattogram Custom House, more 
than 3.73 lakh tonnes of edible 
oil, including crude soya bean and 
refined palm oil, were imported 
through the Chattogram port in the 
three months preceding January, up 
from 3.59 lakh tonnes in the same 
period a year ago.

Chickpea imports amounted to 
around 62,165 tonnes while the 
figure was 183,450 tonnes for the 
dried variety between November 
2020 and January 2021, up from 
63,120 tonnes and 162,034 tonnes 
respectively the year before.

In the same period, about 38,043 

tonnes of sugar were imported, the 
data shows.

SM Zakaria, additional deputy 
commissioner of Chattogram 
district, told The Daily Star that 
market monitoring for Ramadan 
sales has not yet started. 

“We will conduct market 
monitoring activities very soon after 
fixing a work plan,” he added.

Asked about the price hike, 
Zakaria said they regularly conduct 
market monitoring within a small 
periphery every month. 

“If any allegation is received, 
we will conduct drives and take 
legal action against the dishonest 
traders,” said the additional deputy 
commissioner.  

FBCCI

Sheikh Fazle Fahim, president of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce 

and Industry (FBCCI), and Sonia Bashir Kabir, technology adviser, pose with the winner of 

FBCCI Solveathon powered by MIT SOLVE and executed by FBCCI Tech C at the former’s 

office in Dhaka on Tuesday. Team Aftergrad, Team Kri Shop and Team Sushasto have 

won on themes of Edu Tech, Agri Tech and Health Tech respectively.

Tk 569cr 
incentive 
disbursed to 
fish, livestock 
farmers
FROM PAGE B1

The government is now 
extending all-out support 
to the farmers to boost 
production of fish, egg, 
meat, fruits and other 
nutrition-rich foods to 
ensure healthy and safe 
food for the people, 
Razzaque said.

The fisheries ministry 
is playing a vital role in 
providing nourishing 
foods to the people, 
alleviating poverty of the 
marginalised groups and 
creating more jobs, he 
said.

Fisheries and Livestock 
Minister SM Rezaul Karim 
presided over the event, 
where Planning Minister 
MA Mannan was also 
present as the special 
guest.  


