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Rain water and storm water is also 
captured, helping to reduce the chance 
of overflowing infrastructure, increased 
biodiversity, improvement of public 
health, etc.

The same report also suggests that 
Dhaka, the mega-city currently has 
around ten thousand hectares of rooftop 
space, which can be brought under 
rooftop farming helping the residents of 
the city taste fresh vegetables.

Afroze also added to the research, 
“Everything discussed till date is factual. 
Everything seems to be positive based 
on our discussions but to actually get 
the true picture, we must also look to the 
challenges.”

And just to get closer to the idea, and 
find out the extent of the difficulties, we 
spoke to Tani Masud and Masud Ahmed, 
an elderly couple who have turned their 
rooftop into a farming haven.

“There are many factors that need 
to be considered before taking rooftop 
farming seriously; however, these 
factors are not too bothersome. A little 
bit of dedication can do wonders! The 
problem that we personally addressed 
right at the beginning was structural, 
and we had to increase the capacity of 
the roof to ensure it could take the extra 

load. A second problem that we faced 
was with keeping the soils healthy, as 
rooftop soils are different from ground-
bed soils,” Ahmed revealed.

His wife, added on useful pointers, 
“At first, I was a bit sceptical, didn’t 
know the As and Bs of gardening. Then 
we took the help of experts like Prakriti 
Farming, who taught us the proper way 
of rearing plants and today I can do 
everything on my own. I began with 
guava first and this has ultimately led 
me to rearing vegetables from egg plant, 
tomatoes to capsicum and cabbage. I am 
quite satisfied with my gardening skills 
and mostly use what is produced on 

my rooftop,” revealed a proud rooftop-
farming enthusiast.

“To make the culture more sustainable 
the government can help us in this sector 
by making rooftop farming compulsory 
in the BNBC (Bangladesh National 
Building Code), then this process will no 
longer be alien to us,” she concluded.

And finally, based on our research, 
we could say that rooftop farming, if 
implemented properly could certainly 
make contributions to the growing 
demand for food, and ultimately save 
adecent share of the household budget. 

Based on a report by The Financial 
Times, January 2021, DNCC (Dhaka 

North City Corporation) Mayor Md 
Atiqul Islam has already announced 
that city corporation would provide 10 
percent holding tax rebate for rooftop 
gardening.

With all calculations, pointing to the 
positive, the future for rooftop farming 
only looks bright.
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Special thanks to Ashna Afroze, proprietor 
Prakriti Farming, for helping with the 
development of the report. And to Tani 
Masud and Masud Ahmed for taking part 
in the interview and allowing us to take 
pictures of their rooftop garden.
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