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was so fine, that it could be magically stored inside a matchbox. Today, it is hard to imagine, that

- = The heritage of Bengal is intertwined with the fame of the majestic Muslin and the intricate weaves Raffat Binte Rashid
= = of the floral Jamdani. Scrolling down the pages of history, we can identify the glorious period when
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es = the famous weaves were collecting accolades from the courts of the mighty Mughals to the blueblood Mannan Mashhur Zarif
5 = Europeans. Anybody who had an upper-class upbringing was familiar with the exquisite garb that

truth — this is history. Eventually with
time, our grandeur subsided. Maybe there
were forces acting against us or maybe it
was our own short-sightedness that led to
the demise of an incredible craft.
However, today, a few centuries later,
in a sovereign Bangladesh we are trying to
build a link with our lost heritage. With
the announcement of GI (Geographical
Indication) for Jamdani — that it is our

of these ladies. Today, she runs an industry
providing employment opportunities to
other people, both female and male, in
her area. Begum gets excited upon meeting
us and proudly shows us all her trophies,
especially the one she was personally
gifted by the Prime Minister.

She speaks of a brighter future,
especially with the establishment of the
proposed Sheikh Hasina Nakshipalli

we had such gifted artisans, who could make such unique fabric, just with their bare hands. MH Haider
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own, the announcement that Sonargaon project, in Jamalpur involving an Graphic Artist

b}e1 ConSiilgred :fits World lCmfé Cﬁt}’ by expansive budget of Tk 722 crores. Niaz Makhdum
The World Craft Council and the intense According to the Bangladesh Bureau :
research into reviving the wonder cotton —  4f Statistics (BBS) there are some 261 Md Marpunur Rashid
karpash, we are getting closer to the idea, handloom families living in Jamalpur Debashis Kumar Day

of reviving a lost culture. But can we say
the same about all the other textiles that
also took a part in writing the story of our

and Sherpur districts while there are also Prosanto Kumar Sutradhar
some 76 Nakshi entrepreneurs and 3,985

Nakshi artists in Sherpur only.

nation? . And this very project approved by GM - Business Development
Wh,at abc')u.t the Tangail taant or even ECNEC with a possibility of 1st phase Sher Ali

theHRear]shiilhtlhsilsllfrticle which has been completion by December 2021 will further

divided,in a three-par; series, we delve into patronise the crafts and encourage more to Chief Strategy & Digital

the lives of the fabric artisan; throughout join the trade. In an era when handlc.rafts gy 8

our nation. Trying to understand the are valued global.lly and many countries of Transformation Officer

standpoint of heritage fabrics in today’s the world are using handicrafts as one of Md Tajdin Hassan

their main items of trade, this is certainly a
valuable move that sees a profitable future.
Nargis Khatun from Krishno Nagar,
Jessore agreed. “I got involved with the
trade because of my mother. I learnt the
craft and the fine skills from her and
today, I take pride in training other girls,
get involved with Nakshi, as it brings
prosperity and pride to those who know
the craft. There are so many girls who
work under me today. I just give them the
tracing, the fabric and the matched thread
and they do the fine work,” said Khatun.
Upon further discussion Khatun
opened up to this correspondent that once
upon a time, especially at the beginning
when women started doing the Nakshi
business, the men were slightly sceptical

Bangladesh. Where the country has been
successful and where it is on the verge of

trailing behind. Sr. Manager - Advertisement

Siddiqur Rahman
The magnificence of the
nakshi kantha
On the way to the borders of Meghalaya
from Dhaka, we are faced with miles of
scenery within the national borders. With
small hills and forests filled with timber,
the depiction is close to the definition
of tranquillity. Amidst these very green
laden forests are tiny mud huts and
modest single storied brick houses where
the women are busy taking care of their
families.

It's a typical lifestyle for these women
from the Jamalpur and Sherpur region,
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A wider world

Aerial views of Dhaka
STRIKING SNAPSHOTS OF A CITY, AN
UNCOMMON POINT OF VIEW

PG 33,34

Life is all about learning to see different
perspectives. Observe the harmony

in striking snapshots of a city to
connecting with the world as a traveller.

Root of the issue

Women at work

WORKING WOMEN'S ISSUES IN THE EYES OF
WORKING WOMEN; CHANGING ATTITUDES OVER TIME

PG 17,18, 20

A study of women's workplace issues in the eyes of
women from different generations, and a case for the
changing scenes in the agriculture sector.

PG 26

Crafted with love

Fabrics of Heritage

PRESERVING THE CULTURAL
INHERITANCE IN HANDWOVEN FABRICS

PG 2, 3,4

A look into how heritage fabrics are
making a comeback, what truly constitutes
uniquely Bangladeshi crafts, and icons that
have emerged as Brand Bangladesh.

Dabur Guardian Life Insurance Great Wall Ceramics Ltd Meghna Group of Industries KFC Sneho MTB Fair Food & Life Style
P-4 P-11 P-15 P-19 P-25 P-29 P-32 P-37

Bank Asia Spark Gear Orion Gas Berger Bellissimo Exim Bank BGMEA Mercantile Bank
P-5 P-11 P-15 P-21 pP-27 P-29 P-32 P-38

Eskayef Pharmaceuticals [slami Bank TDCL ( Heinz) Saco Watch Co. SIBL Intercontinental Dhaka Aarong BD Finance

Ltd P-11 P-16 P-21 pP-27 P-30 P-33 P-38

p-7 IDC TDCL ( Smart Sweetness) Nestle Concord Electro Mart Ltd VEET Shimanto Bank Ltd
STen Foctwiear P-13 P-16 P-23 pP-27 P-30 P-33 P-39

P-8 Butterfly Tresemme Runner Automobiles Ltd Best Electronics BMW Shwapno Emami

Ak P-13 P-17 P-23 P-28 P-31 P-35 P-39

P_rgm g BEOL (Fortune) Dano Dhaka Bank Chevron Rancon Developments Walton Bkash

P-14 P-18 P-24 P-29 P-31 P-36 P-40




