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Murder 
of youth 
sparks 
protest
Procession with 
Amirul’s body 
demands killers’ 
arrest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Family members and 
people from all walks of 
life, including local Awami 
League (AL) leaders and 
activist, brought out a 
procession carrying the 
body of slain Amirul Islam, 
claiming him an AL activist, 
in the district headquarters 
yesterday demanding arrest 
of his killers.

Protesters also demand 
exemplary punishment of 
the culprits involved in the 
brutal murder.

Earlier on Sunday night, 
Amirul, 30, a construction 
worker, was shot dead 
allegedly by his rival group 
at Ataikanda Bunepara area 
in Sadar upazila around 
8:30pm.

Police primarily suspect 
that Amirul, son of Muntaz 
Bapery of Kathulia village 
in Varara union, was an 
activist of a one the several 
outlawed factions operating 
in the region, and might 
have been killed over 
internal party feud.

Meanwhile, a number of 
local AL leaders and activists 
claimed that slain Amirul 
was a supporter of ruling 
AL and he might have been 
killed over internal conflict 
of local AL. 

“Amirul is an AL activist 
and also a supporter of local 
AL leader Sultan Hossain,” 
said Sheikh Russel Ali 
Masud, organizing secretary 
of Sadar upazila unit AL. 

There has been a 
longstanding feud between 
Varara Union Parishad 
(UP) Chairman Abu Sayeed 
and local AL leader Sultan 
Hossain for long, Masud 
said, adding that Amirul 
might have been killed over 
the conflict between the two 
rival groups.

Officer in Charge (OC) 
of Sadar Police Station 
Nasim Ahmed said a group 
of criminals shot Amirul 
in Ataikanda Bunepara on 
Sunday night, leaving him 
dead on the spot.

On information, police 
recovered the body, the OC 
said.

Man detained 
by BSF
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

Indian Border Security 
Force (BSF) detained a 
Bangladeshi national 
on Ghagra border in 
Panchagarh Sadar upazila 
on Sunday.   

The detainees, Omar 
Faruk, 24, is a constable at 
Panchagarh Police Lines. 

Yusuf Ali, a member 
of Ward No 7, said three 
people, including a 
policeman locked in an 
altercation with a group of 
Indian national near the 
border around 8:30pm. 

At one stage, the Indians 
caught the cop, beat him 
and handed him over to 
the BSF.

Mosque property 
unrecovered for 6 

decades
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

While a legal battle goes on for 
about six decades, eight acres of 
land belonging to Nidaria mosque, 
in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, still 
remains in the possession of seven 
families. 

Built in 1176 Hijri (1755 
under the Gregorian calendar) 
on more than 10 acres of land, 
the ancient mosque is located in 
Kisamat Nagarband village under 
Panchagram union.

Out of the 10 acres and 56 
decimals of land, the mosque 
authorities now hold possession of 
only two acres. Besides the mosque 
building, there is also an Eidgah 
and a piece of cultivable land within 
their possession. Almost all the 
earnings from crops that grow on 
the land are spent on legal expenses.    

Amzad Hossain, president of 
the mosque’s managing committee 
for 10 years, said eight acres of the 
mosque’s land is still under the 
possession of seven encroachers. 
“But we hope that we will get 
a decree from the court [in our 

favour].” 
The property of the mosque will 

be recovered during the tenure of 
this committee, he said confidently. 

Admitting the encroachment, 
Nazrul Islam, one among the 
seven illegal encroachers, said they 
would withdraw their claim on the 
property if the land is given to them 
under “permanent lease”, as they 
had been enjoying the property for 
generations. 

Fazlul Karim, Imam of the 
mosque, said the beautiful structure 

with a tri-dome and single-chamber 
prayer hall sets the mosque apart 
from other mosques. 

On each corner the prayer hall, 
there are four ornamental pillars, 
extended above the roof, which is 
supported by thick walls on four 
sides. There is a grave on the left side 
of the mosque’s main structure.

Many believe that the grave is of 
the mosque’s founder, known as 
Subedar Mansur Khan, the Imam 
also said.

Ansar Ali, the muezzin, said 
according to local folklore, Subedar 
Mansur Khan, who did not have a 
beard, in his prayers committed to 
Allah that he would build a mosque 
if he was given beard on his face.

After beard finally grew on his 
face, he kept his promise and thus 
the mosque was known to all as 
Nidaria mosque.  

The archaeology department 
put up a sign at the mosque site in 
1994, declaring it an archaeological 
site. But since then, nothing else 
was done to protect the structure, he 
added.

The managing committee of Nidaria mosque, a Mughal-era structure in Kisamat Nagarband village of 

Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, has been fighting a six-decades-long legal battle with seven encroachers who are 

in possession of the mosque’s eight acres of land.

Built in 1176 Hijri (1755 

under the Gregorian 

calendar) on more than 

10 acres of land, the an-

cient mosque is located 

in Kisamat Nagarband 

village.
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Green pea, a chance 
crop for Natore 
growers
Cultivation of pea brings opportunity for many 
women to earn around Tk 12,000 every season
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Around 20,000 hectares of land were 
traditionally fallow from November to 
January in Natore between Aman and Boro 
seasons. 

But now the farmers are getting 
handsome profit from the wasteland by 
cultivating Green Pea. The department of 
agriculture is considering it as a ‘chance 
crop’. 

Many farmers have changed their luck 
by cultivating green pea, locally known as 
‘motorshuti,’ on their fallow land as the low 
production cost brings good profit.

Subrata Kumar Sarker, deputy director 
(DD) of Department of Agriculture 
Extension (DAE) in Natore, said “Farmers 
traditionally did not cultivate any crops on 
their land after harvesting the Aman paddy 
until the next Boro paddy cultivation. 
Green pea is really a chance crop for the 
farmers in the season.”

If they cultivated other seasonal corps 
like lentils, wheat, mustard on their land, it 
would take 100 days to 120 days to mature. 
As a result, they could not cultivate the 
Boro paddy on that land.

But when the same farmers cultivate 
green pea on the same land after harvesting 
Aman paddy, they can easily cultivate Boro 
paddy after harvesting green pea as it takes 
only 70 to 80 days to grow, said the DD.

Shafikul Islam, a green pea grower of 
Chugachhi village under Natore Sadar 
upazila, said last year, he kept his five bigha 
land idle after harvesting Aman paddy till 
the Boro cultivation started. But this year 
he has sown green pea in his land at the 
cost of Tk 10,000 and he is expecting a 
profit of Tk 40,000. 

Farmer Mozibar Rahman of Bangabaria 
village of the same upazila said he 
cultivated green pea on two bighas of land 
this year spending Tk 2500 and he sold the 
produce for Tk 22,000.

Mehedul Islam, another farmer, said, 
green pea is a leguminous crop, it increases 
the fertility of the land and is very nutritious 
vegetable. It does not need to plough the 
land to cultivate pea in paddy fields.

“Cultivation of pea brings an opportunity 
for many women like me as we can earn 
Tk 10000 to Tk 12000 by plucking pea in a 
season every year. We usually used to spend 
lazy time after finishing household chores. 
But now we are able to contribute to the 
family income by plucking pea. Our honor 
and dignity have increased in the family,” 
housewife Anawara Begum of Bangabaria 
village said.

According to the DAE in Natore, farmers 
have cultivated green pea on 1,179 hectares 
of land in the district this season while it 
was 1,109 hectares last season.

Women pluck green pea at a land after finishing household chores in Natore Sadar 

upazila. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: STAR


