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Bangladesh opener Tamim Iqbal walking back after his loose shot plunged the hosts into 

deeper trouble on the second day of the second Test against West Indies in Mirpur yesterday.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT

SANJOY KUMAR BARUA

Around 65 Mro families of three villages 
in Bandarban’s Lama upazila are living in 
fear of eviction from their ancestral homes 
with no source of livelihood after land 
grabbers illegally occupied their jhum land 
last month.

Residents of the three villages -- Tripura 
Para, Langkom Mro Para, and Rengyan Mro 
Karbari Para -- alleged that Lama Rubber 
Industries Limited grabbed around 200 
acres of their ancestral jhum land.

This latest move came following earlier 
threats and a false case filed against 
members of the community several years 
ago, they said.

“On January 23, the rubber company 
sent around 120 goons -- mostly from 
the Rohingya community -- with sharp 

weapons to take possession of our jhum 
land,” said Langkom Mro, karbari (village 
chief) of Langkom Mro Para.

“They threatened our lives when we 
protested. How will we survive in the hills if 
these influential people grab our ancestral 
jhum land?” asked the karbari.

Indigenous people in the area largely 
depend on jhum cultivation and forest 
resources for their livelihoods.

Since the 1997 signing of the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts Peace Accord, thousands of 
acres of indigenous jhum land -- mainly 
in Lama, Naikhyangchhari and Alikadom 
upazilas of Bandarban -- have been grabbed 
by private rubber plantation owners and 
horticulturists, Jumlian Amlai, president 
of the Bandarban chapter of Parbatya 
Chattogram Forest and Land Rights 

Land lost, so is 
livelihood

65 Mro families in Bandarban’s Lama say rubber 
company grabbed 200 acres of their jhum land
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AGENCIES

The United Nations human rights 
investigator for Myanmar yesterday urged 
the UN Security Council to consider 
imposing sanctions and arms embargoes, 
as 300 elected Myanmar lawmakers urged 
investigations into the military’s seizure of 
power.  

The United States, which imposed its 
own sanctions on Thursday, took the floor 
at the Human Rights Council to urge other 

UN member states to follow suit.
Meanwhile, supporters of ousted 

Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
clashed with police yesterday as hundreds 
of thousands joined nationwide pro-
democracy demonstrations in defiance of 
the junta’s call to halt mass gatherings.

More than 350 officials, activists, 
journalists, monks and students have been 
detained, said Nada al-Nashif, deputy UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

COUP IN MYANMAR

Calls grow louder
for UN sanctions
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5 more die 
from Covid, 
404 infected
BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh recorded five 
novel coronavirus deaths 
and 404 fresh cases in 24 
hours ending at 8:00am 
yesterday.

The recovery count 
rose to 4,86,393 after 
another 422 patients were 
discharged from hospitals 
during the period, said 
a press release of the 
Directorate General of 
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Dhaka in talks 
with Beijing

Says Chinese envoy over vaccine
UNB, Dhaka

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Li Jiming yesterday 
said they are now in close discussion with Bangladesh 
regarding Covid-19 vaccine assistance.

“China just announced it would provide 10 million 
Covid vaccines to developing countries through the COVAX 
initiative,” he said in a video message marking the Chinese 
New Year, wishing a New Year with less coronavirus and 
more prosperity.

Ambassador Jiming said the Chinese New Year is 
widely celebrated around the world. “The charm of this 
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Tigers fail to 
learn from 
Ctg debacle
SPORTS REPORTER

A change in city brought 
no change in Bangladesh’s 
performance as the hosts 
seemed to be halfway to 
a humiliating series loss 
to an inexperienced West 
Indies side after the second 
day of the second Test at 
the Sher-e-Bangla National 
Stadium in Mirpur 
yesterday.

Hot favourites before 
the two-Test series, the 
Tigers went on to lose the 
Chattogram Test by three 
wickets. Lessons were not 
learnt from that debacle as 
the hosts ended the second 
day on 105 for four, a 
whopping 304 runs behind 
West Indies’ 409 all out. 

Before the four batsmen 
– Soumya Sarkar, Nazmul 
Hossain Shanto, skipper 
Mominul Haque and 
Tamim Iqbal – departed 
playing irresponsible shots, 
the bowling performance 
from the hosts was a 
lacklustre one on the 
second day. 

Having held West 
Indies to 223 for five on 
the first day, the Tigers let 
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