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in delivering speeches as “special speakers” at
training programmes ahead of the national
polls in 2018 and the fifth upazila elections.

They sent the first letter to the president
in December last year and the second one in
January this year.

Besides, the Office of the Comptroller and
Auditor General has raised audit objections,
saying government allowances were given
against  positions, including  “special
speakers” and “course advisers”, though
the finance ministry did not approve such
positions for the training programmes.

Newly appointed EC Secretary Humayun
Kabir said he will be able to comment on the
draft guideline only after learning about it in
detail.

Md Alamgir, the immediate past senior
secretary of the EC, said EC officials have
prepared a draft guideline which was placed
before the commission.

He further said the commission has asked
the officials concerned to review the draft
guideline, which is yet to be finalised.

THE GUIDELINE

The Daily Star has obtained a copy of the
draft guideline prepared by a four-member
committee for imparting planning and
management training under the Electoral
Training Institute and Budget Standardization
Policy 2020.

The CEC and election commissioners will
be “special speakers” in training programmes,
while the EC secretary and additional
secretary will attend those as “guest speaker”
and “course adviser”.

The DG of the ETI will carry out the
responsibility of “course director” for “less
important” training programmes, according
to the draft.

It has proposed raising the allowance for a
“special speaker” to Tk 7,500 from Tk 5,000
for a training session.

“A course adviser will get Tk 8,000 for the
entire course having several sessions. He or
she will get the money only once,” said one of
the committee members seeking anonymity.

A “course adviser” now gets between Tk
2,500 and Tk 5,000 for each session.

Allowance hike has been suggested for
election commissioners and EC secretariat
officials for attending a session lasting one
and a half hours. At present, the duration
of each session is one hour, the committee
member mentioned.

Once the guideline is finalised, it might
be sent to the finance ministry for approval,
added the member.

Asked, committee chief and EC Joint
Secretary Abul Kasem refused to comment
on the matter.

ALLEGATIONS

Forty-two eminent citizens on December 14
last year urged the president to constitute
Supreme Judicial Council to probe allegations
of corruption and misconduct by the EC.

In its letter to the president, they said
the current EC indulged in misconduct
and irregularities, including Tk 2-crore
expenditure  on “special speakers” for
delivering speeches in training programmes
ahead of the 11th national election and the
fifth upazila polls.

In reply, the CEC on December 24 said the
allegations over the Tk 2-crore expenditure
were made on false grounds.

The eminent citizens in their second
letter on January 17 again raised allegations
of irregularities in the EC's expenditure on
training programmes. They cited a media
report that some of the EC officials embezzled
at least Tk 11 crore from the training budget.

The report also made mentions of
allegations against 18 people, including the
CEC, commissioners and top EC officials that
they took at least Tk 3 crore of the Tk 11 crore.

Fix errors in textbook regarding
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mentioned,” it said.

“History says Jamaat-e-Islami committed
war crimes in 1971 during the Liberation War
taking an armed stance against liberation,
and played a leading role in the genocide
and mass rape that saw 30 lakh people dead
and over four lakh women raped.

“The International Crimes Tribunal
identified Jamaat for its war crimes while
the apex court of the country cancelled
its registration as a political party on this
ground. Therefore, Jamaat-e-Islam cannot
be considered a mentionable political party
of the country under any circumstance,” the
statement also said.

“These contradictory information in the
textbook will not only confuse the students
but also prevent them from knowing the
true history,” the citizens said.

“The book did not mention Jamaat's role
in the genocide and killing of the country’s
intellectuals, and also its crimes against
humanity during the Liberation War. Also,
in the constitution of the country adopted
by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman-led government
of independent Bangladesh, religion-based

political parties were banned, hence Jamaat-
e-Islami had no place in this country’s soil.
The party later re-emerged through the
assassination of Bangabandhu. All these
facts need to be presented in the textbook,”
they also said.

“We are frustrated and angry about how
leading academicians of the country could
come up with compilation and editing of
the academic texts with factual errors and
lack of details. We demand accountability
of those involved in this, and call upon
the authorities concerned to take necessary
steps to rectify the errors in the textbook,
and establish an academic curriculum that
revolves around the context of the country’s
Liberation War history,” the statement
added.

The signatories of the statement are:
Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury, Hasan Azizul
Haque, Anupam Sen, Shamsuzzaman Khan,
Ramendu Majumder, Sarwar Ali, Ferdousi
Majumdar, Abdus Selim, Mamunur Rashid,
Mofidul Hoque, Shafi Ahmed, Nasir Uddin
Yousuff, Muntassir Mamoon, Shahriar Kabir,
Sara Zaker, Lucky Enam, Golam Kuddus,
Shimul Yousuff, Muhammad Samad, Hasan
Arif, and Nirmalendu Goon.

HC seeks six legal experts’
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Hossain Mollah passed the order while
hearing the petition.

The court also asked whether it was of
any necessity to issue an order banning the
broadcast of Al Jazeera TV in Bangladesh.

The question over acceptability arose as the
petitioner had not issued any legal notice to
the authorities concerned of the government.

The court asked petitioner Anamul
why he was personally aggrieved at the
report broadcast by Al Jazeera on February
1 and whether this court could direct the
government to stop the broadcasting of an
international TV channel.

Crores of people have already watched the
video documentary, the HC bench observed.
Removing the content would make little
difference at this point, Justice Md Mozibur
Rahman Miah said.

It is true that the sentiment of the nation
has been hurt as the image of the president,
prime minister and army chief was tarnished
by the Al Jazeera report, the judge said.

There are specific provisions in the Digital
Security Act for arresting the people involved
in making derogatory comments about the
president and prime minister, the judge said.

The HC bench asked what the respondents
(government officials concerned), particularly
the Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC), have done
to this effect so far.

Writ petitioner Anamul could not give any
satisfactory reply to the questions and told
the court that as a citizen, he was aggrieved at
the documentary because it hurt the integrity,
solidarity and sovereignty of the country.

BTRC lawyer Khandker Reza-E Raquib told
the HC bench that BTRC could not stop the
broadcasting of Al Jazeera in Bangladesh even
if the HC ordered it to do so.

The BTRC can issue the authorities a notice
to delete the contents of the Al Jazeera report
from the social media, he added.

Deputy Attorney General Nawroz MR
Chowdhury told the HC that the BTRC
should have removed the contents from the
online platforms.

Al Jazeera may broadcast more such
derogatory reports in future, he added.

Supreme Court lawyer Anamul in the
public interest litigation also requested the
HC to order the government to remove the
report from Facebook, YouTube, Tweeter,
Instagram and other social media sites.

The documentary titled “All the Prime
Minister's Men” damaged the image of
Bangladesh at home and abroad and hurt
the sovereignty of Bangladesh, Anamul said
in the petition, adding that contents of the
report were not authentic and Al Jazeera had
earlier broadcast reports damaging the image
of Bangladesh, but no action had been taken
against the people involved.
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Supporters of a faction of the ruling Nepal Communist Party take part in a rally during mass
gathering against the dissolution of parliament, in Kathmandu, Nepal yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

No headway in nine years
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Megh, only five at the time, was in
the apartment when his parents
were murdered.

Speaking to this newspaper over
phone yesterday, Sagar's 69-year-
old mother, Saleha Munir, said no
matter how long it takes, she will
keep seeking justice for her son
and daughter-in-law.

“I would request the prime
minister to ensure the completion
of the Sagar-Runi murder case
trial in Mujib Borsho. It will be a
milestone.”

In the last nine years, seven
officers from different agencies
have investigated the case.

After  Sher-e-Bangla  Nagar
Police and the Detective Branch
of Police, Rab was tasked with the
probe on April 18, 2012.

In the past, police officials had
claimed to have made significant
progress in the investigation.
However, investigation officers
did nothing but file time petitions
with the court for submitting the
probe report.

In November 2019, even
the High Court expressed
disappointment as there was no

significant progress in the probe.

On February 3, the
investigation officer and
Additional  Superintendent of

Police Khandaker Shafiqul Alam
failed to submit the report for the
77th time. Later, a Dhaka court
directed Rab, the agency dealing
with the case, to inform it about
the progress for the 78th time.

At least eight people, including
suspects Rafiqul Islam, Bakul Miah,
Masum Mintu, Kamrul Hasan alias
Arun, Abu Sayeed, and two security
guards of the couple’s house Palash
Rudra Paul and Enamul Hoque,
and the couple’s “friend” Tanveer
Rahman had been arrested in
connection with the murder.

Later, Tanveer and Palash got
out of jail on bail.

Speaking to reporters at Rab
headquarters yesterday, Lt Col
Ashique Billah, director (legal and
media) of the elite force, said, it
has been working hard to finish
the probe, adding that 160 people
gave statements in this case so far.

Rab also sent samples of 25
people for DNA test and other
evidence to a forensic lab in the US.

“We already got the report,”

the official said without disclosing
further details.

Through DNA testing, a facial
structure of a person can be drawn.
The 10 is working on that, he
added.

Meanwhile, after six long years
Sagar-Runi’s residence, where they
had been murdered, was opened
again on Tuesday when Rab visited
the scene of crime.

Runi’s brother Nawsher Roman
and the couple’s son Megh also
visited the place.

Roman said they don't usually
use the road in front of the house
as it's very uncomfortable for
them.

“But Rab’s investigating officer
came to the house and informed
me over the phone so that Megh
and I don't miss the chance to see
the house again.”

After six years, 1 went to
the house and looked around
the rooms. I thought of some
memories, I prayed... If emotions
were a body part, we would have
cut it off long ago.”

On the other hand, Rab said
it was hopeful to submit a report
soon after the visit.

Senate votes to proceed with trial
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earlier urging them to “fight like
hell” to overturn his November 3
election defeat.

Senators, serving as jurors,
watched as screens showed
Trump’s followers throwing down
barriers and hitting police officers
at the Capitol. The video included
the moment when police guarding
the House of Representatives
chamber fatally shot protester
Ashli Babbitt, one of five people
including a police officer who died
in the rampage.

The mob attacked police,
sent lawmakers scrambling for
safety and interrupted the formal

congressional  certification  of
President Joe Biden's victory
after Trump had spent two

months challenging the election
results based on false claims of
widespread voting fraud.

“If that's not an impeachment
offense, then there is no such
thing,” Democratic Representative
Jamie Raskin, who led a team of
nine House members prosecuting
the case, told the assembled
senators after showing the video.

He wept as he recounted how
relatives he brought to the Capitol
that day to witness the election
certification had to shelter in an
office near the House floor, saying:
“They thought they were going to
die.”

In contrast to the Democrats’
emotional presentation, Trump’s
lawyers attacked the process,
arguing that the proceeding was an
unconstitutional, partisan effort to
close off Trump's political future
even after he had already departed
the White House.

“What they really want to
accomplish here in the name of
the Constitution is to bar Donald
Trump from ever running for
political office again, but this is
an affront to the Constitution no
matter who they target today,”
David Schoen, one of Trump's

lawyers, told senators.

He denounced the “insatiable
lust for impeachment” among
Democrats before airing his own
video, which stitched together clips
of various Democratic lawmakers
calling for Trump’s impeachment
going back to 2017.
‘COMPELLING, COGENT’
Trump, who was impeached by the
Democratic-led House on January
13, is only the third president in
Us history to be impeached, and
the only one to be impeached
twice.

His defense argued he was
exercising his right to free speech

under the Constitution’s First
Amendment when he addressed
supporters before the Capitol
attack.

Bruce Castor, one of Trump's
lawyers, said the storming of the
Capitol by hundreds of people
“should be denounced in the most
vigorous terms,” but argued that
“a small group of criminals,” not
Trump, were responsible for the
violence.

Most legal experts have said
it is constitutional to have an
impeachment trial after an official
has left office.

“Presidents  can’'t  inflame
insurrection in their final weeks
and then walk away like nothing
happened. And yet that is the rule
that President Trump asks you to
adopt,” Democratic Representative
Joe Neguse told the senators.

Most of the senators at the trial
were present in the Capitol on
January 6, when many lawmakers
said they feared for their own
safety.

Several Republican senators
said they found Trump's defense,
particularly Castor's argument,
disjointed and unclear.

“The House managers made a
compelling, cogent case. And the
president’s team did not,” said
Republican Senator Bill Cassidy,

who voted to advance the trial.

Cassidy had voted to block the
trial on constitutional grounds
last month, a Republican effort
that failed 55-45. He was the only
Republican to switch sides on
Tuesday, a move that prompted the
Republican Party in his home state,
Louisiana, to issue a statement
repudiating his decision.

Watching the proceedings on
TV at his Florida resort, Trump
was unhappy with Castor’s
performance, said a person
familiar with the situation.

After the Senate adjourned for
the day, Castor told reporters:
“I thought we had a good day,”
and said he did not anticipate
making any adjustments to his
planned defense in response to the
criticism.

The trial could provide clues on
the Republican Party’s direction
following Trump’s tumultuous
four-year  presidency. Sharp
divisions have emerged between
Trump loyalists and those hoping
to move the party in a new
direction. Democrats for their
part are concerned the trial could
impede Biden's ability to swiftly
advance an ambitious legislative
agenda.

But few Republican senators
appear willing to break with
Trump.

Senator Josh Hawley, who
helped lead the opposition in the
Senate to the presidential election
results, predicted that Tuesday’s
vote would ultimately reflect the
chamber’s final decision.

“That’s probably going to be the
outcome, right there,” Hawley told

reporters.
One year ago, the then-
Republican-controlled Senate

acquitted Trump on charges of
obstructing Congress and abuse
of power for pressuring Ukraine to
launch an investigation into Biden
and his son Hunter in 2019.

Bus-truck collision
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half due to the accident

Jhenidah'’s deputy commissioner
(DC) Saroj Kumar Nath announced
that family members of each dead
person would be given Tk 20
thousand for funeral.

Meanwhile in Cox’s Bazar,
four people were killed after a
minibus collided with a CNG-run
auto-rickshaw on the Cox’s Bazar-
Teknaf road yesterday morning.

One of the dead was identified
as Salamat Ullah, 65, from
Howaikang area. Identities of
the others could not be known

immediately.

Police said the minibus hit the
three-wheeler on Shaheed ATM
Zafar Alam Arakan Road around
9:30am, leaving three auto-
rickshaw passengers dead and
another injured.

Afterwards, the injured was
taken to Cox’s Bazar Sadar Hospital
where he was declared dead, said
Md Noor-e-Alam, in-charge of
Howaikang police outpost.

In Pabna, a worker of Ishwardi
EPZ (export processing zone) died
while another was injured as a truck
hit a motorbike carrying them on

the Pabna-Pakshey road in Pabna
Sadar upazila yesterday morning.

The dead was identified as
Kamrul Islam, 35, said police.

In Lalmonirhat, a school girl
was killed when a truck hit a
rickshaw at Durakuti Bhatapora
area in Lalmonirhat sadar upazila
yesterday noon.

The victim was identified as Nuri
Khatun, 12, from Aditmari upazila.
Her grandfather and the rickshaw
puller were injured in the accident,
said police.

(Our correspondents from each
district contributed to the report.)

Court orders
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The charges against them included
“tarnishing the image of the nation”.

On February 4, Sub-Inspector Md
Mohsin Sardar of Ramna Police Station,
also the investigation officer in the
case, pressed charges against three of
the accused, dropping the names of
the eight others. The three are Kishore,
Mushtaq and Didarul.

The Dhaka tribunal yesterday,
however, ordered the Counter Terrorism
and Transnational Crime (CITC) unit
to further investigate all the 11 accused.

Judge Ash Sams Joglul Hossain of
the Dhaka Cyber Tribunal passed the
order after the prosecutors submitted
a petition seeking further probe in the
case.

The tribunal also directed the CITC
to submit a probe report to it by March
23.

In the petition, Public Prosecutor
Nazrul Islam Shamim said if the
seized documents, Facebook links,
and WhatsApp, Viber and Messenger
messages of the 11 accused were
analysed, correct information about
them, including their names, addresses
and whereabouts, would be unearthed.

The public prosecutor claimed that
the accused made objectionable posts
on social media against the state, Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and several important
people of the country.

The public prosecutor further
claimed that the investigation officer
failed to identify the real culprits and
their involvement in the incident, even
though there were specific allegations
against them. So, further investigation
into the case should be conducted, the
PP added.

The 10 said he dropped the names
of eight accused as he did not find their
correct names and addresses. If their
full names and addresses are found,
a supplementary charge sheet will be
submitted, the IO added.

The others charged in the case
include US-based journalist Shahed
Alam; Germany-based blogger Asif
Mohiuddin; Minhaj Mannan Emon,
managing director of BLE securities and
shareholder-director of Dhaka Stock
Exchange; Ashik Imran; Shapan Wahed;
and Philip Schuhmacher.

During yesterday’s hearing, Kishore
and Mushtaq were produced before the
court while the rest were not present.

Kishore and Mushtaq have been
behind bars for nine months, while
Minhaj and Didarul were granted bail
by court in September last year.

Kishore and Mushtaq's bail petitions
have been rejected six times, said their
lawyers.

Tigers seek
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On a wicket that saw the hosts struggling
at 223 for eight before they declared
their second innings on the fourth
day in Chattogram, Tigers' spinners --
supposed to be their strong suit against
teams like West Indies -- appeared
toothless on the last day as the spirited
visitors aced the chase of a mammoth
395.

The picture becomes bleaker in
the Mirpur Test as Bangladesh will be
without premier all-rounder Shakib
Al Hasan and left-handed opener
Shadman Islam as both are sitting out
due to injuries.

Shakib’s thigh injury, sustained
during the second day of the first
Test, ruled him out of this Test while
Shadman’s hip injury, which occurred
due to an awkward fall while fielding in
Chattogram, saw him joining Shakib on
the sidelines. The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) had announced Soumya
Sarkar as Shakib'’s replacement for the
game but has not included anyone in
the squad in place of Shadman.

Mominul Haque's troops were
subject to heavy criticism for their lack
of energy and assertiveness on the final
day of the Chattogram Test as they
allowed the visitors to achieve a record
395-run target.

And it will be interesting to see if
Mominul and Co -- now without the
talismanic Shakib and regular Test
opener Shadman -- can turn things
around with a much-needed change in
approach in Mirpur today.

UAE"s Hope

FROM PAGE 16

complete,” said the Mohammed Bin
Rashid Space Centre, where the ruler
of Dubai and the crown prince of Abu
Dhabi were present to receive the news.

The attempt had a 50% chance of
failing, Dubai’s ruler and UAE Vice
President Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum had said. To enter
Mars’ orbit, the probe needed to burn
around half its 800 kg (1,760 lbs) of
onboard fuel to slow down enough not
to overshoot, the most dangerous part
of the journey.

“Today is the start of a new chapter in
Arab history ... of trust in our capability
to compete with other nations and
people,” Sheikh Mohammed tweeted
after the probe entered orbit. “The
UAE will celebrate its Golden Jubilee
with science, culture and inspiration
because we aim to build a model of
development.”

This year marks 50 years since
independence from Britain and the
founding of the UAE federation, which
groups seven emirates, including Dubai.
Mars probes launched by China and
Nasa just after the UAE's lift-off in July
are also set to reach the planet this
month.

The Emirates Mars Mission, which
has cost around $200 million, launched
the Hope Probe from a Japanese space
centre. It aims to provide a complete
picture of the Martian atmosphere
for the first time, studying daily and
seasonal changes.

Minister of State for Advanced
Technology and chair of the UAE Space
Agency Sarah al-Amiri told Reuters
it would take a few weeks to start
collecting a mixture of data and images,
which could be made publicly available
as early as September.



