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Growers bring in boat loads of pineapples to Samataghat in Rangamati and sell those 

to traders at wholesale prices. The fruit produced in the hills are much sought after 

across the country and fetch good prices. The photo was taken recently.
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People crowd the vaccination centre of 

Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College in 

the capital to get inoculated for Covid-19 

yesterday. Most of the people who went 

there to get vaccinated were elderly or 

government officials and employees. 

Yesterday, over one lakh people got 

the shot. The number is more than the 

combined number of the previous two 

days.     

WHO MISSION TO CHINA

Covid source  
not found

WHO says lab leak ‘extremely unlikely’
AGENCIES

The WHO mission to China to uncover the origins of the coronavirus has 
failed to identify the source of the pandemic but the team yesterday ruled 
out the Wuhan lab-leak theory propagated by Donald Trump. 

Experts believe the disease -- which has killed more than 2.3 million 
people worldwide -- originated in bats and could have been transmitted to 
humans via another mammal.

World Health Organization foreign expert Peter Ben Embarek said 
identifying the animal pathway remains a “work in progress”, and the 
absence of bats in the Wuhan area dimmed the likelihood of direct 
transmission.

It was “most likely” to have come from an intermediary species, he said. 
He also backed up China’s position that there was no evidence of “large 
outbreaks” in Wuhan before December when the first official cases were 
recorded.

Animals such as rabbits, ferrets and bamboo rats could be the 
intermediary, another team member Marion Koopmans added, saying 
they might be an “entry point” for further investigations.

Liang Wannian, head of the China side of the joint mission, said animal 
transmission remained the likely route, but “the reservoir hosts remain to 
be identified”. 

Ben Embarek quashed the theory that a leak from a virology lab in 
Wuhan could have caused the pandemic.

“The laboratory incident hypothesis is extremely unlikely,” he said. It 
“is not in the hypotheses that we will suggest for future studies”.

The mission was a diplomatically knotty one -- presaged by fears of a 
whitewash -- with the US demanding a “robust” probe and China firing 
back with a warning not to “politicise” the investigation.

The WHO experts spent a month in China including two weeks in 
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Don’t collect 
income tax 
from pvt univs
SC directs NBR
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday directed 
the National Board of Revenue not to 
collect any income tax from the private 
universities across the country until further 
order.

The apex court, however, allowed the 
government to move separate appeals 
before it against the 2016 High Court 
verdict declaring illegal the government 
imposition of 15 percent income tax on 
private educational institutions, including 
private universities and private medical, 
dental and engineering colleges.

A four-member SC bench headed by 
Chief Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain 
gave the orders after hearing 44 leave-to-
appeal petitions that the government filed 
challenging the HC verdict.

Talking to this newspaper, Omar Sadat, 
who represented two private universities 
at the court, said the NBR cannot demand 
any income tax from his clients until the 
disposal of the appeals against HC verdict.

Mohammad Sakhawat Hossain, counsel 
for five private universities, told this 
correspondent that no private educational 
institution needs to pay the government 
income tax till the disposal of the appeals.

There are 98 private universities in 
SEE PAGE 10 COL 3

‘Drug trader’ 
killed in 
‘gunfight’
OUR CORRESPONDENT,  
Cox’s Bazar

A suspected drug dealer was 
killed in a “gunfight” with 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
in Teknaf upazila of Cox’s 
Bazar early yesterday.

The identity of the 
deceased could not be 
known immediately.

BGB claimed to have 
seized 52,000 yaba tablets 
and a locally-made firearm 
from the spot at Golarchar 
point in Shah Porir Dwip 
around 3:00am.

A member of BGB was 
also injured in the incident, 
it claimed.

BGB-2 Battalion 
Commander Lt Col Md 
Faisal Hasan Khan said one 
of their teams chased two 
drug dealers when they 
were entering Bangladesh 
territory in a boat through 
the Naf river.
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UNB, Dhaka

The Maldives will recruit workers from Bangladesh by creating a solid 
framework under an agreement, said visiting Foreign Minister of the Maldives 
Abdulla Shahid yesterday.

“Today we’ll be signing two memoranda. The memorandum of 
understanding on the placement of human resources between the two 
countries to provide a solid framework for the recruitment of human 
resources from Bangladesh,” he said at a joint press briefing after bilateral 
talks at state guesthouse Padma.

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen and his counterpart from the Maldives 
Abdulla Shahid led their respective delegations during the talks.

The second MoU is on cooperation between the Foreign Service Institute 
of the Maldives and the Foreign Service Academy of Bangladesh over the 
training development of Foreign Service officers of the two countries, he said.

Shahid said the Maldives put emphasis on regularisation of undocumented 
Bangladeshi workers to ensure their basic rights in his country.

“I conveyed the important role played by Bangladeshi workers in [the] 
Maldives and the need to regularise the undocumented workers for protecting 
their basic rights and wellbeing,” he said.
ROHINGYA ISSUE
Shahid reiterated the support of the Maldives to Bangladesh on the issue of 
Rohingya refugees. 

“[The] Maldives always advocated for the right of the Rohingya people and 
together with the government of [The] Gambia, we seek the accountability 

Maldives to recruit 
from Bangladesh

Says its visiting foreign minister

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

AGENCIES

Myanmar police used force yesterday  to 
disperse protests against military rule and 
one woman was in critical condition and 
not expected to survive after being shot in 
the head with a bullet, a doctor said.

Police fired guns, mostly into the air, and 
used water cannon and rubber bullets to try 
to clear protesters in the capital Naypyitaw, 
and four people were taken to hospital with 
what doctors initially said they believed 
were wounds caused by rubber bullets.

One of them, a woman, had what was 
most likely a fatal head wound, said a 
doctor who declined to be identified. The 
bullet could be seen lodged in her in an 
X-ray, the doctor said.

“She hasn’t passed away yet, she’s in the 
emergency unit, but it’s 100% certain the 
injury is fatal,” the doctor, who said senior 
colleagues involved in her treatment had 
assigned him to speak to the media, told 
Reuters.

“According to the X-ray, it’s a live bullet.” 

MYANMAR PROTESTS

Police fire to
disperse crowd

UN condemns use of force; NZ suspends ties
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SMUGGLING GOLD

Customs finds 
60 bars in 
catering truck
8 US-Bangla workers held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs Intelligence officials yesterday 
arrested eight US-Bangla Airlines 
employees after recovering 60 gold bars at 
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport.

The bars, weighing seven kg, were 
concealed inside the food storage of a 
catering truck. The officials recovered those 
after a flight landed at the airport from 
Dubai around 7:00am, Md Abdur Rouf, 
director general of Customs Intelligence 
and Investigation Directorate (CIID), told 
The Daily Star.

All the arrestees are catering staff of the 
aircraft, he said.

The arrestees are: Ali Reza, Saddam 
Hossain, Rashedul Islam, Abdur Razzak, 
Ashraful Alam, Abu Saleh, Hanif Dewan 
and Zahedur Rahman.

The CIID DG said they took position 
at the airport on information that gold is 
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Ruling party 
men clash in 
Bogura town

10 hurt
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

At least 10 people, 
including a policeman 
and a camera person of a 
private TV channel, were 
injured in a clash between 
two rival groups of Bogura 
Awami League and Jubo 
League in the town’s 
Charmatha bus terminal 
area yesterday over 
establishing supremacy 
at Bogura District Motor 
Malik Group.

Police said leaders of 
the two groups -- Monjurul 
Alam Mohon, joint 
secretary of Bogura district 
AL, and Aminul Islam, 
acting president of Bogura 
sadar upazila Jubo League, 
-- were present during the 
clash.

Witnesses said 
Monjurul, along with 
about 600 people, attacked 
the office of Bogura District 
Motor Malik Group in 
bus terminal area around 
11:30am.

Ramjan Ali, 55, 
constable at the Special 
Branch of Bogura police, 
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