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Two cases
filed, 8
held over
pre-polls
violence

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Uncertainty gripped the
poor family of Mohammad
Khalil Miah, 38, who
was killed during clashes
between supporters of two
mayoral candidates in the
upcoming polls of Gopalpur
municipality on Monday.

Besides, slain Khalil's
father filed a murder case
with  Gopalpur  Police
Station accusing 20 to 25
unidentified people on
Monday night.

Meanwhile,
Islam Hira, a supporter
of Awami League-backed
candidate Rakibul Haque
Chhana, filed a separate
case against 15 to 20 people
for vandalizing Chhana’s
election office.

Police, however, arrested
eight accused in the case the
same night, police said.

Earlier on Monday, Khalil
was killed and several others
were injured in clashes
between supporters of AL-
backed mayoral candidate
Rakibul and independent
candidate Engineer
Giasuddin Khandakar.

During the clashes,
Giasuddin’s  house, his
brother's shop and an
election office of Chhana
were vandalized while a
vehicle was also set on fire.

Rafiqul
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The sandy road has been built on the Brahmaputra river bed in Kartimari Nou Ghat area
of Kurigram’s Roimari upazila for carrying sand. lllegal sand lifting from the river in the
area, posing a threat to the nearby embankment.
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Road built on Brahmaputra
for carrying sand

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Obstructing the water flow, around
300-metre sandy road has been
built on the Brahmaputra river bed
for carrying sands by trolley and
tractors in Kartimari Nou Ghat area
of Kurigram’s Roimari upazila.

The sand traders and dredger
machine owners have jointly built
the road spending Tk two lakh.

At least, ten dredger machines
are being used to lift sand from the
river in the area, posing a threat
to the nearby embankment, locals
said, adding that at least 20 trolley
and tractors used to ply the road for
carrying sand round the clock.

area, said they have built the road on
the river bed for the greater interest of
char people’s communication.

“We have to lift sand from the
riverbed around half kilometre
distance off the embankment. Sand
lifting from the river bed in the
remote char would not affect the
embankment,” he said.

Dredger owner Mamin Islam said
local administration and political
persons know the matter very well
and they never face any trouble for
lifting sand from the river bed in the
remote char area.

He added that they have spent Tk
two lakh for building the road.

Char farmer Mazahar Ali of

road built on the river bed has become
helpful for their easy communication
in the char area. They cannot ride
boat due to insufficient water in the
river. So, they had to face trouble for
communication in the char.

Char farmer Nazrul Islam of the
same char said, taking the advantage
of building the road, the organised
syndicate of sand traders have been
lifting sand from the river using
dredger machines round the clock.

But indiscriminate sand lifting
from the river will pose erosion threat
during the rainy season, he added.

Roumari Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Al-Imran said a mobile court must be
conducted to stop illegal sand lifting

RAPE OF MINOR GIRL

Man gets life term

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

2 to die for
murder

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A court yesterday sentenced
a man and his son to death
and three others to life term
imprisonment in connection
with a case for killing a youth
in Sadar upazila.

The death  sentence
awardees  are  Mizanur
Rahman of Poilanpur village,
and his son Mohammad

A Joypurhat court yesterday sentenced a man to life term
imprisonment in connection with a case for raping a minor
girl in Panchbibi upazila in 2015.

The convicted is Jahrul Islam, 23, of Atapara village.

Rangpur Women and Children Repression Prevention
Tribunal Judge Mohammad Rustom Ali handed down the
verdict in presence of the convict.

The court also fined him Tk 1 lakh. In default, he is to
suffer one year more in prison.

According to the prosecution, the convict lured the

Tushar. . - . .

According to case | minor victim while she was playing nearby her house
statement, the convicts | alone and took the girl to a secluded place and raped her.
hacked Rayhan Chowdhuri After returning home, when the girl disclosed the matter
Hira near Poilanpur | to her parents, her father filed a case with Panchbibi Police
Intersection centring Station in this regard.

a previous feud over After examining all the records and witnesses, the court

delivered the verdict yesterday noon, Public Prosecutor
Firoza Chowdhury said.

borrowing money on May 5
in 2008.

Primary school teachers, their family members and people from all walks of life

stage a demonstration at Bazar Station in Sirajganj town yesterday, protesting the
death of fellow schoolteacher Ifrat Sultana and her two children in a road accident
on Sunday.

Rafiqul Islam, a sand trader in the Kartimari Nou Ghat area said, the from the river bed. PHOTO: STAR
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squash for the first time, other
residents of the village, West
Khadimpara in Baramchal union,
are now seriously considering
cultivating it.

Sadiq was quite frustrated with
his life as he had been living from
hand to mouth while working at a
private firm.

But only three months back,
during his visit home, during a
conversation with the deputy
assistant agriculture officer in the
upazila he found out that the exotic
vegetable holds great prospect if it
can be grown in the area.

Sadiq was convinced after Abdul
Momin, the agriculture officer for
Kulaura upazila, also encouraged
him to try his hand at the
cultivation of zucchini squash in
his village and offered all possible
professional support.

With the support rendered from
the upazila agriculture office and
about Tk 50 to 60 thousand that

Exotic vegetable zucchini squash at the garden that Sadiq Mia set
up only two and a half months ago, at West Khadimpara village in

Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila.

he borrowed from others, Sadiq
planted about 2,500 zucchini
squash saplings on 90 decimals of
land only two and a half months
ago.

All  the plants produced
abundant yields, with each fruit
weighing about one or one and
a half kilograms. Sadiq said he
already sold 200 kg of the squash
for taka 3,500 and he hoped that he
would make about Tk 3 lakh from
its sale this season.
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“With texture similar to sweet
pumpkin, the vegetable is really
delicious... zucchini squash farming
has helped me turn the corner,” he
said with a smile.

Kulaura Upazila Agriculture
Officer Abdul Momin said exotic
vegetable zucchini squash grows
well in the winter time in the
region.

When cultivating rice on one
bighaland can generate a maximum
profit of Tk 10 to 15 thousand, it

About 2,000 saplings of it can
be planted on one bigha land and
each plant can yield 10 to 15 kg of
the vegetable, he added.

Anil Das was among about a
dozen West Khadimpara residents
who told this correspondent that
after suffering substantial losses
from cultivating rice last time and
after witnessing Sadiq's success
with zucchini squash, they also
decided to grow the vegetable on
their land in the upcoming season.

Nurul Haque, health and family
planning officer at Kulaura Upazila
Health Complex, said zucchini
squash is rich in carbohydrate,
protein and various other nutrients
including vitamins A, C, E and K.

Sharaf Uddin, chairman of agro
forestry and environmental science
department at Sylhet Agricultural
University, said nutritious vegetable
zucchini squash has high health
benefits and it has the potential to
be an economically viable crop.
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