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Osmani Udyan
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said it was due to changes in the design. He said walkway, 
lake development, boundary wall and landscaping works 
were in the initial design.

“But the design has been revised to remove the boundary 
walls, setting up food courts, drainage system, inter-
connectivity between two lakes, developing recreational 
facilities on the banks of the lakes, museum and library,” 
said Tanveer.

He claimed that 70 percent work has been completed so 
far and blamed the pandemic for the slow development of 
it. Besides, delay in fund allocation from the government 
hindered the progress, he added.

Tanveer said they were yet to finalise the budget for the 
underground parking.

Contacted, Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh said one 
of the main reasons for the delay was that the project was 
revised twice. The revised proposal has been approved by 
the LGRD ministry and Ecnec, he said.

Taposh said since taking charge as mayor, he has been 
trying to speed up the works.

“Still, there are some differences between how the work 
progresses during a pandemic situation or normal time. 
But I hope this project will be completed by June,” the 
mayor said.

NOT THE FIRST TIME

The Osmani Udyan has survived threats to its greenery in 
the past.

In 1999, there was a move to set up an international 
conference centre there by felling around 11,000 trees, 
according to media reports published at the time.

Eminent personalities including poet Shamsur Rahman, 
Prof Anisur Rahman and Badruddin Umar, politicians, 
teachers, journalists and people from all walks of life 
protested the move.

United, they held numerous rallies and human chains, 
mass signature campaigns and submitted memorandums 
to authorities concerned, and eventually the move to set 
up the centre was cancelled and the trees were saved.  

Rapist handed
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harassed the girl. 
Shafiqul called the girl at his vacated 

home on October 26 in 2007, and raped 
her. 

Relatives and neighbours of the girl 
came to know of the incident when she 
became pregnant.

Shafiqul, a betel leaf trader, and his 
relatives pressured the girl to abort the 
child, but she refused to yield. 

Later, her family members went to 
Pirgachha Police Station to file a case, but 
police advised them to file the case with 
the court. 

The victim filed a case with the court 
on February 25, 2008, accusing Shafiqul 
Islam and his parents.

The girl gave birth to a boy on August 4, 

the same year. 
On the other hand, accused Shafiqul 

got married. 
Completing the investigation, police 

filed charge-sheet accusing Shafiqul Islam 
to the court. 

DNA tests were also carried out of the 
child and Shafiqul. 

Jahangir Hossain Tuhin, the Public 
Prosecutor of the tribunal, said the court 
also fined the man Tk 1 lakh.

If the man does not have any inheritance 
to leave behind, the state will bear the 
child’s expenses, the court ordered.

In a similar judgment on January 17, 
the same court had convicted a man to 
life-term imprisonment and ensured 
social recognition of the child born from 
the rape.

Senior BNP
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as the government kept her in her Gulshan 
residence instead of custody to avert any 
untoward incident amid the coronavirus. 
“Even, Khaleda Zia cannot meet her brother 
and sister.” 

PROVE AL JAZEERA REPORT FALSE

BNP also urged the government to prove 
the Qatar-based news  channel Al Jazeera’s 
recent report on Bangladesh “false” and 
promised to  cooperate with it in this 
regard. 

“We didn’t liberate the  country to hear 
that Bangladesh is run by mafias and it has 
become a  mafia state. We don’t want to hear 
it at the time of our independence’s  golden 
jubilee,” said Mirza Abbas. 

He said, “We would like to tell the 
government  please prove that everything 

that came out in Al Jazeera (report) is a  lie. 
We’ll support and cooperate with you, but 
you have to prove it.” 

Abbas said the government is making  
“hollow statements” over the report instead 
of refuting it  with facts and evidence.

He criticised Foreign Minister AK Abdul  
Momen for his comment that Bangladesh 
is going to sue Al Jazeera for  airing the 
report “All the Prime Minister’s Men” with 
incorrect  information. 

“Don’t waste time saying what you can’t 
do. If you can sue, show it by  filing a case,” 
Abbas said. 

Gayeshwar Chandra Roy said all that 
have been published in Al-Jazeera  are 
just a trivial part of huge corruption in 
Bangladesh. “You have to prove that Al 
Jazeera is not right. People want to get rid 
of the stigma of the report,” he said. 

Men in 
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about the matter, to whom he gave similar 
information. 

On February 1, Hasan lodged a written 
complaint with the complaint cell of 
Inspector General of Police, where he 
explained in detail about how he was 
deceived by the gang.

Officer-In-Charge of Mirpur Police 
Station Mustafizur Rahman said SI Tapan, 
investigation officer of the GD, contacted 
both sides and held a meeting, where 
Selim agreed to pay the money back.

Asked why they did not arrest Selim, 
he said authorities asked the group to file 
a case, which would allow them to arrest 
Selim, but they did not agree to do so, as 
they did not want to deal with hassles of 
the legal system.

A good number of people came to 
the police station with Hasan, and asked 
police to hand Selim over to them, but law 
enforcers refused.

This correspondent tried to reach Selim 
over two phone numbers given by the 
complainant, but he did not pick up the 
calls or reply to messages.

Sultan Ara 
Khan’s 3rd  
death anniv
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today marks the third death 
anniversary of Sultan Ara 
Khan.

She was wife of Shafiul 
Alam Khan, a retired 
employee of Karnaphuli 
Paper Mills Ltd in 
Chattogram. 

Sultan Ara died at a 
Dhaka hospital on February 
9, 2018. 

A milad mahfil and 
Qurankhwani will be held 
today at her Boalkhali 
residence in Chattogram 
and at Khurshid and 
Associates, chamber of 
her eldest son Advocate 
Khurshid Alam Khan, 
at 204 Bijoynagar in the 
capital. 

ARMS CASE AGAINST ERFAN SALIM

Hearing on probe report 
deferred till Feb 18
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka tribunal yesterday deferred to 
February 18 for hearing on the probe report 
submitted by police clearing Mohammad 
Erfan Salim, son of Awami League leader 
and lawmaker Haji Mohammad Salim, 
from an arms case. 

Judge KM Emrul Kayesh of the Special 
Tribunal-1 of Dhaka passed the order after 
scrutinising case dockets and documents. 

On January 11, the same tribunal 
fixed yesterday for hearing on the probe 
report after getting the case from the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka. 

Chawkbazar police on January 5 
submitted the probe reports of arms and 
drug cases to the magistrate’s court. 

In their final report, Chawkbazar police 
said they did not find evidence to prove the 
charges against Erfan Salim in two cases. 

Erfan’s bodyguard Md Zahidul Mollah, 
however, was charged with possession of an 
illegal firearm and narcotics. 

Erfan was arrested after a case was filed 
against him on charge of “attacking” Lt 
Wasif Ahmed Khan of Bangladesh Navy in 
Dhanmondi on October 25 last year.  

Rab conducted a drive at Haji Salim’s 
house in Old Dhaka the next day.

After the raid, Rab officials said they 
recovered two unlicensed firearms raiding 
the fourth and fifth floors of Erfan’s nine-
storey building in Chawkbazar. 

They also recovered 38 walkie-talkies, five 
virtual private servers (VPS), and a briefcase 
which contained handcuffs. 

On October 26 last year, a mobile court 
of Rab handed six months’ imprisonment 
to Erfan for keeping the walkie-talkies 
illegally and the other six months for 
possessing illegal liquor. 

NIKO GRAFT CASE AGAINST KHALEDA

Hearing adjourned till Feb 16
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday adjourned hearing on charge framing against BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and nine others in Niko graft case till February 16. 

Judge Sheikh Hafizur Rahman of the Special Judge’s Court-9 of Dhaka 
passed the order after a petition was filed with the court on behalf of Khaleda 
Zia, seeking an adjournment of the hearing, advocate Zia Uddin, one of her 
lawyers, told The Daily Star. 

In the petition, the lawyer said Khaleda Zia, who is now free following an 
executive order from the government, is unwell and cannot leave her home 
due to Covid-19 pandemic. So, the hearing should be adjourned. 

Advocate Masud Ahmed Talukder told the court that they would complete 
the hearing on behalf of Khaleda Zia on the next date of hearing. 

But the prosecution opposed the petition seeking adjournment of the 
hearing as the defence had earlier taken 34 dates on different excuses. 

The court also allowed the defence to examine on February 10 and 11 the 
documents seized by the case’s investigation officer during the investigation. 

Among the accused, Giausuddin Al Mamun is now in jail while the rest 
are on bail. 

During yesterday’s hearing, Mamun and two other accused were present 
at the makeshift court of Dhaka Central Jail in Keraniganj. 

The Anti-Corruption Commission filed the case in December 2007, 
accusing Khaleda and several others of abusing power to award a gas 
exploration and extraction deal to Canadian company Niko when she was 
prime minister between 2001 and 2006. 

MURDER OF SAVAR SCHOOLBOY

Two arrested accused confess
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A case was filed accusing around 35 
people in connection with the murder of 
Savar schoolboy Rohanul Islam Rohan on 
Sunday, and two accused yesterday gave 
confessional statements to a Dhaka court.

Senior Judicial Magistrate Kazi 
Ashrafuzzaman recorded Hridoy (19) and 
another youth’s statements after Tahmidul 
Islam, investigation officer of the case and 
sub-inspector of Savar Model Police Station 
produced them before court yesterday 
afternoon, after their arrest earlier, Saiful 
Islam inspector (investigation) of the 
police station told The Daily Star.

The duo was sent to jail. The details 
of their statements could not be known 
immediately.

Earlier, Rohan’s father Sobhan Mia filed 
a case with the police station against 15 
named youths and 15 to 20 unidentified 
people. Most of accused are Rohan’s friends.

According to the case statement, Rohan 
was a tenth-grader at Rodela Model School 
in Ulail area. He was supposed to sit for his 
SSC this year.

Last Saturday evening, an altercation 

had broken out between Rohan and his 
friends out of a trivial matter.

The quarrel was blown out of proportion 
by the youths, and on Saturday evening 
around 7pm, three boys took Rohan to a 
restaurant in front of Allied Cadet School 
in Bank Colony area.

There, they along with a group of 
classmates attacked Rohan with sticks 
and sharp weapons. Another four accused 
along with unnamed perpetrators hacked 
Rohan’s chest using a Swiss-gear knife, said 
the case statement.

Rohan was later taken to Savar Enam 
Medical College and Hospital where an 
on-duty doctor declared him dead, the case 
statement added.

Seeking anonymity, officials of the police 
station said Rohan was attacked because 
the perpetrators had a dispute with him.

Meanwhile, Rohan’s family members 
and locals formed a human chain beside 
Dhaka-Aricha highway at Ulail demanding 
justice for the deceased.

AFM Sayeed, officer in-charge (OC) of 
Savar Model Police Station said police are 
trying their best to arrest the culprits.

A youth tries out a 

virtual reality (VR) 

headset from a 

streetside hawker 

in the capital’s 

Karwan Bazar. Abdus 

Salam’s ‘bhangari 

dokan’ (scrap shop) 

is a familiar sight 

for anyone passing 

by this part of town, 

as a wide variety 

of discarded and 

repaired electronics 

and other gadgets 

and miscellaneous 

paraphernalia can 

be found here. Salam 

runs the shop along 

with his wife Shahnaj. 

The photo was taken 

earlier this week. 
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