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Siddiqur 
Rahman 
passes away
CITY DESK

Lt Col 
Siddiqur 
Rahman, 
RAOWA 
member 
no-0306 
BA-100047 and ex-AMC, 
passed away at Combined 
Military Hospital in Dhaka 
on February 6, said a press 
release. 

He was 87 years old. 
Siddiqur Rahman left 

behind his wife, a son and 
daughter to mourn his 
death. 

His namaz-e-janaza was 
held on Saturday after the 
Zohr prayers at Mohakhali 
DOHS Central Mosque. 
He was buried at Banani 
Military Graveyard the 
same day. 

Members, officers and 
employees of RAOWA 
expressed deep shock at his 
demise.

Repatriation
FROM PAGE 3

A webinar, aiming to boost investment, 
was held on January 21 last between 
Bangladesh’s BIDA and Turkey’s BEIK with 
Turkey businesspeople participating in it. 

The Turkey envoy expressed his 
gratitude for naming an important avenue 
of Bangladesh after the former Turkish 
President Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 

The prime minister expressed her 

satisfaction knowing the eagerness of 
Turkish investors to invest in Bangladesh 
and thanked the Turkish government for 
repairing the naval ship of Bangladesh, 
which was badly damaged at Beirut blast in 
Lebanon. 

She assured the Turkish envoy of 
extending all-out support during his stay 
in Bangladesh. The PM greeted the Turkish 
president.

Man gets life term
FROM PAGE 3

judge said the prosecution was able to 
prove the charges against the accused 
beyond doubt, and the accused was given 
the highest punishment for his offences. 

According to the case documents, Akter 
raped his daughter at his rented house 
in Hazaribagh when the complainant 
[victim’s mother] went to a nearby house 
for prayers on the night of April 15, 2018. 

Following the incident, a case was filed 

with Hazaribagh Police Station against the 
accused on May 3 that year. 

Police arrested Akter in connection with 
the case, and he confessed his involvement 
in the crime. 

On December 11 that year, police 
submitted the charge sheet to the court 
against Akter and the court framed charges 
on April 3, 2019. 

Nine prosecution witnesses gave their 
depositions to the court in the case.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

The Department of Environment yesterday  
fined four brick kilns TK 22 lakh in Savar 
for running their businesses without 
clearance certificates and permission. 

DoE Executive Magistrate Tamzid 
Ahmed conducted the eviction drive at 
11am near Amin Bazar area, Mossabber 
Hossen Mohammed Rajib, assistant 
director (Dhaka district) of DoE, told The 
Daily Star. 

He said ABS Bricks and BCM Bricks 
were fined Tk 6 lakh each as both were 

running their businesses without clearance 
certificate while Fahad Bricks and DBS 
Bricks were fined Tk 5 lakh each for using 
topsoil. 

Authorities of ABS Bricks and BCM 
Bricks were asked to shut down their 
kilns while BCM Bricks was partially 
demolished, said the assistant director. 

Fire service, police and Rab officials 
were also present during the daylong 
drive. 

The same mobile court also demolished 
an illegal auto-rickshaw battery recharge 
centre.

Four brick kilns fined 
Tk 22 lakh in Savar

An illegal brick kiln being demolished in Savar as part of the Department of 

Environment’s daylong drive yesterday. PHOTO: STAR

Corruption on the rise
FROM PAGE 3

has been doing politics to free Bangladesh 
from corruption. 

“Our party is moving forward with its 
own politics. Jatiya Party will never bow 
down to fear or greed,” GM Quader said. 

Jatiya party secretary general Ziauddin 
Ahmed Bablu, former secretary general and 
opposition chief whip Moshiur Rahman 
Ranga and additional secretaries general 
were present at the meeting.

Vaccination begins
FROM PAGE 3

Deputy Commissioner (DC) SM Ferdaus, Superintendent 
of Police Rifat Rahman Shamim and Civil Surgeon Dr 
Anwarul Amin Akhanda took the vaccine together in the 
district hospital

In Cumilla, vaccination began with warm response 
from people. Top government and military officials 
received vaccines on the first day. The district’s Deputy 
Commissioner Abul Fazal Mir received the first dose of 
vaccine at Cumilla Medical College Hospital around 10am.

In Chapainawabganj, DC Monjurul Hafiz inaugurated 
the vaccination program by receiving the first dose at 10am 
in Sadar Hospital.

Later, Civil Surgeon Dr Zahid Nazrul Chowdhury and 
staff of health department received their vaccine shots. 
People of the district will be given the vaccine at 20 centres.

In Tangail, a total of 976 people were vaccinated on the 
first day. A total of 42 vaccination booths have been set up 
in the district. The district’s DC Dr Ataul Goni took the first 
vaccine.

Our correspondents from Gazipur, Pabna, Munshiganj, 
Rangamati, Jamalpur, Nilphamari, Munshiganj, Noakhali, 
Rangpur and Dinajpur also reported that vaccination 
programme has begun in the districts amid warm response 
and festivities in the localities.

VACCINE FOR SOME, PHOTO-OP FOR OTHERS

Meanwhile, a Brahmanbaria lawmaker under women’s 
reserved seat, Umme Fatema Nazma Begum, yesterday 
faced criticism from locals after she posed for a photo as a 
vaccine receiver, but did not actually take the vaccine.

The incident happened at Sarail upazila health complex 
yesterday noon where the lawmaker inaugurated the 
vaccination programme.

The photo, which was uploaded by one of her staff 
members in social media, was later removed in the face of 
heavy criticism from locals.

Contacted, the lawmaker admitted it and said she 
did it to gain public trust so that mass people become 
encouraged to take the vaccine.

Similar incident happened at Kumarkhali upazila health 
complex of Kushtia where the upazila parishad chairman 
Abdul Mannan Khan posed as a vaccine-receiver but did 
not take the shot. 

Contacted, the chairman admitted it, but did not offer 
an explanation.

Take action against 
those behind razing 
Molangi hillock: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the 
government to take appropriate legal action 
against the people responsible for cutting 
Molangi hillock in Moulavibazar’s Kulaura 
area to construct a road. 

The authorities concerned of the 
government have been asked to take the 
action after conducting an inquiry in seven 
days and to submit a report to the HC after 
complying with the directive in four weeks.

The HC also issued a rule asking the 
authorities to explain in four weeks 
why they should not be directed to take 
necessary steps to protect and preserve the 

hillocks across the country and to restore 
the original shape of Molangi hillock in 
Kulaura. 

The bench of Justice Farah Mahbub 
and Justice SM Maniruzzaman came up 
with the order and rule following a writ 
petition filed by Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh. 

Writ petitioner’s counsel Manzill 
Murshid told the HC that some influential 
people including a local representative have 
constructed a road after razing Molangi 
hillock. 

Lawyer Amatul Karim Swapna appeared 
for the Department of Environment during 
the hearing.

Re-evaluation of 40th BCS
FROM PAGE 3

The protesters gave a 24-hour ultimatum to the authorities 
concerned to respond to them and threatened to go for a 
hunger strike.

On January 27, PSC published the long-awaited result 
where a total of 10,964 candidates managed to obtain pass 
marks. A total of 20,277 examinees passed the preliminary 
tests who sat for the exam held on May 3 in 2019.

The viva voce will begin on February 17.

The inaugural ceremony of Automatic AI based 
Diabetic Retinopathy Mobile Lab was held at 
National Museum in Dhaka on February 6. Prof 
AK Azad Khan, president of Diabetic Association 
of Bangladesh, was present as chief guest while 
Md Sayef Uddin, its secretary general, as special 
guest with AKM Shohel Rana, managing director of 

iHealthscreen Bangladesh Ltd, in the chair. 
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Nurul Alam 
no more
CITY DESK

Nurul Alam 
Chowdhury, 
former 
DMD of 
Mercantile 
Bank 
Limited, passed away early 
yesterday at a hospital in 
Dhaka. He was 74. 

The Board of Directors, 
all executives, officers and 
employees of Mercantile 
Bank Limited expressed 
deep shock at the death, 
said a press release. He 
left behind his wife, sons, 
daughters and a host of 
relatives and well-wishers.

His first namaz-e-janaza 
took place in capital’s 
Gulshan Central Mosque 
after Asr prayers yesterday. 

After the second janaza, 
he will be buried in 
his family graveyard in 
Sitakundu today.

Foreign minister 
of Maldives 
arrives today
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Maldives 
Foreign 
Minister 
Abdulla 
Shahid is 
coming on 
a three-day 
visit to Dhaka today as the 
two countries are working 
to strengthen bilateral 
relations. 

During the visit, 
Abdullah Shahid will hold 
a bilateral meeting with his 
Bangladesh counterpart AK 
Abdul Momen on February 
9, says a statement of the 
foreign ministry. 

Momen and Shahid will 
also witness the signing of 
an MoU on cooperation 
between the Bangladesh 
Foreign Service Academy 
and the Foreign Service 
Institute of Maldives. 

Bangladesh and the 
Maldives share excellent 
bilateral relation which 
has been strengthened over 
the years.  Around 80,000 
Bangladeshi expatriate 
workers are currently 
working in that country. 

Tazul Islam 
new BRTC 
chairman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Md Tazul 
Islam, 
additional 
secretary 
of Primary 
and Mass 
Education 
Ministry, has been 
appointed as the chairman 
of Bangladesh Road 
Transport Corporation.

He took charge of the 
state-run transport agency 
yesterday, said BRTC 
spokesperson Amjad 
Hossain. 

Tazul replaced Ehsan-E-
Elahi as chairman.


