1 2 DHAKA THURSDAY FEBRUARY 4, 2021, MAGH 21, 1427 BS City

@he Baily Star

LT TATTIAYT !
-] BSRM

hunding a safer nation

MATARBARI POWER PLANT

Cox's Bazar

PROUD SHAH
CONSTRUCTION g
PARTNER

DERADICALISATION PROGRAMME

Rab gets warm
response on
hotline

MOHAMMAD JamiL KHAN

People looking for a window to shun the path of militancy
have been calling a hotline number and writing to an
email address the Rab has dedicated for its deradicalisation
programme.

Rab launched the hotline number and email for its
Deradicalisation and Rehabilitation Program on January 18.

Officials said most of the callers first wanted to be sure
that they are actually communicating with Rab officers.

Intelligence Director Lt Col Mohammad Khairul Islam
told The Daily Star that several suspected militants have
contacted the officials.

“The suspects from different militant outfits called the
hotline and asked how they could surrender. They told us
that they were wanted in different cases.

“We asked them for the case documents so that we
could examine the papers and give them feedback,” said
the intelligence director.

People willing to go back to normal life will have Rab’s
cooperation. But those wanted in criminal cases must go
through the legal procedure, he added.

Nine members of different militant outfits surrendered
to Rab on January 14.

The Rab initiative is the first institutional deradicalisation
programme in the country, officials said, adding that a
team of 12 experts are running it.

Additional Director General (operation) Colonel Tofail

The construction work of the first Dhaka Elevated Expressway is expected to end in December this year. The 47km
Mostafa Sarwar is its chief coordinator and Intelligence expressway, with 19.73km main line, would have several exits between Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport and

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6 Tejgaon Rail Gate. The expressway is supposed to alleviate congestion. The photo was taken near Khilkhet.

CoviDp Posrrivity
Daily rate
drops below
3 percent

Moubpup AHMMED SUJAN

The rate of daily positive
coronavirus cases dropped
to 2.92 percent yesterday,
the lowest in more than
nine months.

In 24 hours till 8:00am
yesterday, a total of 14,985
tests were performed in 206
Covid-19 testing centres
across the country and 438
tested positive for the virus.

Thirteen people
died with the highly
transmissible virus over the
same period, according to
the Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS)
press release.

Now the overall
positivity rate stands at
14.53 percent.

Experts, however, said
it was too early to say that
the virus transmission was
under control.

Assuming the
transmission may go up
anytime, they stressed on
maintaining health rules.

The percentage of

positive cases is a critical
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MONEY LAUNDERING
Punishment
should be

enhanced
Observes HC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A High Court bench
yesterday observed that the
punishment for money
laundering should be
enhanced from existing 12
years’ imprisonment to life
imprisonment considering
the gravity of the offence.

Money laundering is
a serious offence and its
highest punishment of 5 ; .
12 years’ imprisonment o= g 1N - T i~
under the Money J - \ g = r _'-"h KGS. NETT.
Laundering Prevention Act - e, L ' I ) e ; g e 2T ‘O0UcT oF cal
is insufficient, the bench . B N/ - i : : —
of Justice Nazrul Islam
Talukder and Justice Mohi
Uddin Shamim said.
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AZAN 530 1245 415 552 715 A seasonal labourer spreads fish under the sun to turn those into dried fish while another person scatters salt

IAMART 605 115 430 5-56 745 on them to preserve them. Dried fish has huge demand in local and international markets and the lion’s share is
SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION produced during winter and dry seasons. The photo was taken from College Street in Chattogram’s Notun Bridge area.
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TRUMP IMPEACHMENT TRIAL
Trump lawyers,
Democrats spar
at pre-trial brief

REUTERS, Washington

Former President Donald Trump's lawyers said on
Tuesday the US Senate lacks the authority to conduct his
impeachment trial now that he has left office, while the
Democratic lawmakers due to serve as prosecutors called
him singularly responsible for the deadly January 6 attack
on the Capitol.

Trump's legal team and the nine House of Representatives
Democrats set to prosecute him filed briefs with the Senate
one week before the trial is scheduled to begin.

His lawyers focused on an argument that last week won
the support of 45 of the 50 Republicans in the 100-seat
Senate in a failed vote to dismiss the case because Trump is
a private citizen, having left office on January 20.

Trump’s team also denied he had fomented violence,
saying in their 14-page brief that his remarks to supporters
shortly before they stormed the Capitol that Democrats
contend incited violence were protected under the US
Constitution’s First Amendment right to free speech.

Challenging the case against Trump on the grounds that
the Senate lacks constitutional authority to put a former
president on trial would enable his fellow Republicans
to vote against conviction without directly defending his
incendiary remarks.

The House Democrats, in their pretrial brief, anticipated
that post-presidency argument and rejected it. The
Democrats urged senators to convict Trump - which would
require a two-thirds majority - and then bar him from
again holding public office.
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