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Britain’s ‘Captain 
Tom’ lockdown 
hero hospitalised 
with Covid-19
AFP, London

Captain Tom Moore, 100, who won 
British hearts with a Covid-19 fund 
raising drive, was hospitalised on 
Sunday with the virus, his family said.

Moore raised millions of pounds 
for charity by walking around his 
garden and then became the oldest 
man to top the UK music charts with 
a cover of “You’ll Never Walk Alone”.

“Over the last few weeks he was 
being treated for pneumonia and last 
week tested positive for Covid-19,” 
Moore’s daughter Hannah Ingram-
Moore said on Twitter.

“He was at home with us until 
today when he needed additional help 
with his breathing,” she explained, 
adding that “he is being treated in a 
ward although he is not in ICU”, or an 
intensive care unit.

Moore was admitted to hospital in 
Bedford, central England.

The BBC quoted a spokesman 
for the family as saying that he had 
not yet been vaccinated for the virus 
owing to his pneumonia.

Moore, who served in India during 
World War II, raised £33 million (37 
million euros, $45 million) for staff of 
the state-run National Health Service 
(NHS) battling the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Libyan election vow must be 
honoured ‘at all costs’: UN
AFP, Geneva

Libyan delegates yesterday gathered 
in Geneva to choose new temporary 
leaders for the war-scarred country, 
with the UN stressing the importance 
of respecting their commitment to 
hold elections next December.

The 75 participants at the Libyan 

Political Dialogue Forum have until 
Friday to select a prime minister and 
a three-member presidency council 
from a list of 45 candidates.

The new leadership will then 
be tasked with guiding the oil-rich 
and conflict-ravaged North African 
country until elections scheduled for 
December 24.

Gold robbed
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thief [s],” he added.
Officer-in-charge of Ujirpur Police 

Station Ziaul Ahasan said they visited 
the spot and were investigating the 
matter. “We are analysing the CCTV 
footage. Hopefully, the case will be 
cracked soon.”

Sand, stone lifters beat up
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a video clip where he is seen tied to 
a tree at a local bazar. He is also seen 
requesting them to free him. 

Babul Akter, assistant 
superintendent (Tahirpur circle) 
of Sunamganj police, said on 
information, a team from Badaghat 
police outpost went to the area, 
rescued the journalist and admitted 
him to a hospital.

Police will investigate the incident 
after a case is filed, he said.

No case was filed until 5:00pm.
Aminul Islam, president of Tahirpur 

Press Club, said, “This is a heinous act 
and we protest such an attack on a 
journalist while covering news.”

Kashmir Reza, president of Paribesh 
O Haor Unnayan Sangstha, said for 
years, illegal sand and stone lifting by 
destroying the banks of Jadukata has 

been a burning issue in the upazila. 
No stern action has been taken yet 
though protests were made to protect 
the environment, he said.

“This attack shows how fierce 
the lifters have become due to the 
inactiveness of the administration,” 
he said.

Padmasan Singha, Tahirpur upazila 
nirbahi officer, said, “The lifters are 
locals and when we conduct drives 
there, they go into hiding. But this 
time, we’ll take strict action soon.”

The Daily Star on June 28 last year 
published a report headlined “Illegal 
sand and stone lifting poses threat to 
Jadukata river”.

Jahangir Hossain, deputy 
commissioner of Sunamganj, said he 
just heard of the incident. He would 
look into the matter once the case is 
filed.

10 more die
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cases pushed up the national tally to 
535,582. The current overall detection 
rate is 14.62 percent.

Until yesterday morning, 480,216 
patients (89.66 percent of the total 
reported cases) have recovered.

So far, 3,664,197 samples have 
been tested, including 12,556 during 
the same 24-hour period.

Bangladesh reported its first novel 
coronavirus cases on March 8 last year 
and the first death on March 18.

Time to team up, tackle Long
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further understanding of what is causing 
it, so we can better prevent, manage and 
treat it,” said Diaz, 48, a US respiratory 
physician and intensive care doctor.

She said British and other studies 
suggested potentially one in 10 cases 
may have prolonged symptoms one 
month after infection, but there was no 
picture yet of how long those conditions 
might persist.

The elderly and those with 
underlying conditions are most at risk 
of serious disease from Covid-19.

But the profile of Long Covid patients 
does not match. It affects people with 
varying degrees of severity of disease 
and “seems to potentially also include 
younger people”, including children, 
said Diaz.

While the pandemic response 
priority remains preventing people 
from catching the virus and falling ill, 
treating coronavirus cases “must also 
now include care after the acute illness... 
until you get back to full health”, Diaz 
said.
CRACKING THE CODE

Diaz said fatigue seemed to be the 
most common symptom, with others 
including post-exertional malaise, 
cognitive dysfunction or brain fog, 
shortness of breath, heart palpitations 
and neurological problems.

“How these are all related -- that’s 
what we don’t understand. Why 
would one person get this, and the 
other person get that?” asked Diaz, 
saying researchers needed to crack the 
underlying mechanisms of the disease 
that were causing these persistent 
symptoms.

“Is it something due to the virus? Due 
to the immune response? If we had a 
better idea, we could start to target some 
interventions to reduce symptoms.”

Diaz said a “tremendous amount” 
of research was underway, largely 
classic observational studies following 
discharged patients.

She said the patient-led research had 
driven scientists to do further studies, 
and “collaboratively we should get to 
an answer quicker”.
EXTRA VACCINES

In a message to the potential millions 
still suffering long after they are officially 
considered recovered, Diaz said: “Stay 
hopeful”.

“People may have prolonged 

symptoms, but we do know people 
are recovering. It may take a long time, 
but they are still recovering to previous 
health. We’re with you.”

Meanwhile, European Union efforts 
to secure Covid-19 vaccines received a 
much-needed boost after AstraZeneca 
promised to increase deliveries, while 
US Republicans were set to meet 
President Joe Biden to try and build 
bipartisan support for a huge national 
relief plan.

British-Swedish firm AstraZeneca 
will increase shipments of its vaccine 
to the EU by 30 percent, said European 
Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen 
Sunday, as the bloc struggles to get its 
mass inoculation programme up and 
running.

AstraZeneca had had previously said 
it could deliver only a quarter of the 
doses originally promised to Brussels 
for the first quarter of the year, sparking 
outrage and accusations it was giving 
preferential treatment to Britain.

In the US, ten Republican senators 
were set to meet Biden yesterday to 
present an alternative to his $1.3 trillion 
relief plan, arguing that a scaled-down 
approach could garner the bipartisan 
support he has said he seeks.

Senator Susan Collins, a moderate 
Republican from Maine, said that she 
had joined the group to present their 
own $600 billion package to help steer 
the world’s worst-hit country out of 
historic health and economic crises.

The virus is known to have infected 
more than 102 million people so far 
-- with over 2.2 million deaths -- and 
countries are scrambling to vaccinate 
their populations and lift economy-
crippling restrictions.

Kazakhstan began its campaign 
yesterday, with top health officials 
receiving Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine in 
front of reporters.

Deputy health minister Erlan 
Kiyasov said he didn’t “feel any sort of 
discomfort” after receiving a shot.

Also getting vaccinated in front of the 
cameras was the leader of the Maldives, 
as the tropical archipelago began its 
own rollout using doses donated from 
India.

South Africa yesterday took delivery 
of its first shipment of coronavirus 
vaccines, a move paving the way to the 
first phase of inoculation in Africa’s 
worst-hit country.

People sleep less
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Nights leading up to the full moon 
resulted in less sleep and going to 
sleep later, the experts found, while 
nights leading to the new moon led to 
longer sleeps and earlier turn-ins.  

The experts say evenings leading up 
to the full moon have more natural 
moonlight available after dusk, 
acting as something of a surrogate for 
sunlight – but this can be disturbed by 
our access to electricity.  

“We see a clear lunar modulation of 
sleep, with sleep decreasing and a later 
onset of sleep in the days preceding a 
full moon,” said study author Horacio 
de la Iglesia at the University of 
Washington.

“Although the effect is more robust 
in communities without access 
to electricity, the effect is present 
in communities with electricity, 
including undergraduates at the 
University of Washington.” 

The findings may also explain why 
access to electricity causes pronounced 
changes to our sleep patterns.

“In general, artificial light disrupts 
our innate circadian clocks in specific 
ways – it makes us go to sleep later 
in the evening, it makes us sleep less,’ 
said de la Iglesia. 

“Those are the same patterns we 
observed here with the phases of the 
moon.”      

The research has been published in 
Science Advances.

High fares on top
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Dhaka North City Corporation Mayor 
Md Atiqul Islam, who is the co-chair 
of the committee, said there will be 
34 bus stops on the route and buses 
will not be allowed to stop outside the 
specific places.

However, there are doubts as to 
whether the pilot programme can 
start on time.
30 PERCENT HIKE

Asked why the committee proposed 
increasing the rate, BRTA Chairman 
Nur Mohammad said transport 
company owners present at Sunday’s 
meeting argued that the bus fare 
had not been hiked since 2013, even 
though the prices of many essentials 
have risen multiple times.

Khondaker Enayet Ullah, secretary 
general of Bangladesh Road Transport 
Owners Association, said another 
committee in 2019 proposed 
increasing the rate to Tk 2.21 per km.

“We just called for implementing 
that proposal,” he told this 
correspondent yesterday.

Contacted, Mozammel hoque 
Chowdhury, secretary general of 
Bangladesh Jatri Kalyan Samity, said 
the increased fare would be a further 
burden on the passengers.

Although the government has 
fixed Tk 1.7 per km in Dhaka, many 
bus operators charge more from 
commuters in absence of proper 
monitoring.

“People will have to bear the 
additional burden. It might put the 
passengers and transport workers at 
loggerheads,” he added.

Besides, it will give bus operators 
on other routes an opportunity to 
increase fares, he added.
DOUBTS OVER TIMELY LAUNCH

Enayet, also a member of the bus 
route rationalisation committee, said 
he didn’t think the project could be 
launched on April 1 on a pilot basis.

Transport owners were supposed 
to get a loan of Tk 3 lakh to refurbish 
each of the buses, but they have yet to 
get the loan.

“It will take two to three months 
to refurbish the buses after receiving 
the loans,” he said, adding that the 
guidelines to operate the buses under 
one company have not been finalised.

Teen gang-raped
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lured her to a nearby litchi orchard on 
Saturday night. 

When the girl, aged around 17 
and belonging to an ethnic minority 
community, went to the location, 
Labu and his accomplices Ashraful 
and Omar restrained and raped her. 
The rapists fled when the girl lost 
consciousness. 

Unable to contact her, the victim’s 
family members started searching for 
her and found her unconscious and 
bleeding around 3:00am on Sunday 
morning. She was rushed to hospital. 

Meanwhile, the accused threatened 
the family with dire consequences if 
they disclosed the incident, according 
to the FIR. 

On Sunday night, the victim’s father 
filed the case and police arrested the 
three accused later that night.

According to data available from 
Bangladesh Peace Observatory’s 
website, at least 23 sexual assault 
incidents have taken place in Dinajpur 
in 2020.

One victim has died. 
Five incidents each took place 

in Dinajpur Sadar and Nawabganj 
upazila in the district.

11 die of alcohol poisoning 
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at different city hospitals and two are 
in the ICU, said another staffer.

“We are now providing blood 
samples to check the source of 
poisoning,” he said. 

Sources said they had collected 
alcohol from the city’s Gulistan area.

Abu Aziz, officer-in-charge 
(Investigation) of Kafrul Police Station, 
told The Daily Star that they received 
a call about a private organisation 
employee, who got sick and died 
in a city hospital while undergoing 
treatment after returning to Dhaka 
from an office tour.

“We heard they had liquor and 
we are suspecting it was poisonous. 
We sent the victim’s body to Shaheed 
Suhrawardy Medical College morgue 
for autopsy,” said the OC.

Meanwhile, the morgue sources 
said they have kept samples from 
the victims’ bodies to find the reason 
behind their deaths.

In Mohammadpur, a private 
university student, whose father filed 
a rape case on Sunday accusing five 
other students of the same university, 
allegedly died from alcohol poisoning, 
police claimed.

On Saturday, an accused in the case, 
Arafat, 28, also died at Mohammadpur’s 
City Hospital, Harun-Ur-Rashid, 
deputy commissioner of Tejgaon 
Division, told The Daily Star.

“We are suspecting both the victim 
and the accused died from alcohol 
poisoning. We are now looking into 
the incidents,” he added.

Meanwhile in Bogura, around six 
people were killed, and five others 
admitted in hospital, yesterday 
after allegedly ingesting poisonous 

liquor on Sunday night, reports our 
correspondent.

The dead are Alamgir Hosain, 55, 
Ramjan Ali, 60, Suman Rabidas, 35, 
Saju Pramanik, 55, Mozahar Ali, 70, 
and Polash Hossain, 35.

Ayub, 40, who is undergoing 
treatment, said that they had collected 
tampered alcohol from a Homeo lab 
on Saturday night and started feeling 
sick on Sunday morning.

Suman Rabidas’s brother Sujan said 
his brother bought tampered spirit 
from a Homeo Hall.

After consuming it, Suman got ill 
and died, he said.

Md Humayan Kabir, OC of Bogura 
Sadar police station, said primarily 
they have found that Suman, Polash 
and Saju died unnaturally.

“We have come to know that all of 
them used to take tampered alcohol 
regularly,” he said, adding, “Another 
victim, Ramjan, died from cardiac 
arrest in the hospital but we have 
found that he also used to consume 
tampered alcohol.”

Mozaher Ali had also bought 
tampered alcohol the night he died.

The OC said they have already 
started a drive against the Homeo halls 
that sell rectified spirit to these people. 
“A case is underway in this regard,” he 
added.

Abdul Wadud, deputy director 
of Bogura Shaheed Ziaur Rahman 
Medical College Hospital, said  a total 
of five people are now undergoing 
treatment in the hospital after having 
toxic liquor.

Regarding death of other victims, he 
said they would be able to get clearer 
information after the autopsies.

WB to help upgrade rural
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aims to upgrade the existing 110km 
two-lane Bhomra-Satkhira-Navaron 
and Jashore-Jhenaidah roads, said a 
press release of the World Bank.

In the current phase, the project 
will help upgrade the 48km two-lane 
Jashore-Jhenaidah road to a modern 
four-lane highway, it said.

Besides, the project will also help 
revitalise about 600km connecting 
rural roads, develop existing rural 
markets or build new ones. It will 
also set up fiber-optic cables along the 
highway to ensure fast and reliable 
internet service, the WB press release 
added.

The project will be implemented 
by the Road Transport and Highways 
Division (RTHD) and Local 
Government Division (LGD), said 
ERD.

The project was approved by the 
World Bank Board on June 23 last 
year and the government’s Executive 
Committee of the National Economic 
Council (Ecnec) on November 24. 
The closing date of this project is 
December 31, 2026.

Yesterday, ERD Secretary Fatima 
Yasmin and the World Bank’s Dhaka 
office Country Director Mercy Miyang 
Tembon signed the agreement on 
behalf of their respective sides.

In the signing ceremony that was 
held at the ERD office, Fatima Yasmin 
said, “Improvement in the logistics 

and transport in the western districts 
will further help accelerate economic 
growth and development for the 
entire country.”

Addressing the function, Mercy 
Miyang Tembon said, “With better 
connectivity and logistics, farmers 
will be able to reach new and existing 
markets faster while spending less. It 
will also lower the loss from spoilage 
of perishable goods.” The World Bank 
press release cited the comments of 
the two officials.

Earlier in 2012, the World Bank 
withdrew its $1.2 billion loan for the 
construction of Padma Bridge over 
allegations of corruption conspiracies. 
The government refutes the allegations 
and is building the bridge without 
support from the WB.


