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PHQ to revamp
FROM PAGE 3

At present, a male SI and sergeant contender has to run 
1,600 metres in 7.5 minutes, cross 10 feet in long jump, 3.5 
feet height in high jump and climb 12 feet of rope. Women 
candidates have to run 1,000 metres in 7 minutes, cross 6 
feet in long jump, reach 2.5 feet in high jump and climb 
8 feet of rope.

As per the new proposal, a male SI and sergeant 
candidate has to perform 15 push-ups in 40 seconds, 15 
sit-ups in 40 seconds and drag 160 pounds up to 30 feet. 
Female candidates have to perform 10 push-ups in 30 
seconds, 10 sit-ups in 30 seconds and drag 120 pounds up 
to 20 feet.

PHQ proposed that male constable candidates will have 
to run 200 metres in 28 seconds and females 200 metres 
in 34 seconds. Presently, male constables run 1,600 metres 
in 6.5 minutes and women run the same distance in 8.5 
minutes to get selected.

Besides, now SI and sergeant candidates have to undergo 
a computer competency test and they will be able to apply 
online along with constable contenders.

Such qualifications, along with educational 
qualifications, are required as SIs are responsible for 
investigating complex cases, maintaining law and order, 
arresting criminals and terrorists, and managing traffic, 
for which they have to take prompt decisions in various 
situations.

Contacted, Farjana Jesmin, deputy secretary at the 
home ministry, said it is an internal matter of police which 
is about to undergo some changes in the recruitment 
regulations for SI, sergeant and constable.

She declined to elaborate further on the process.
Md Mahfuzul Rahman Al-Mamun, assistant inspector 

general (recruitment and career plannic-1) at PHQ, said, 
“If the changes are done the recruitment process will be 
time befitting; accountability and transparency will be 
ensured and more capable policemen will be recruited.”

HC to 
FROM PAGE 3

The defence prayed to the HC to acquit 
their clients, saying the trial court delivered 
the verdict based on confession by Huji 
leader Mufti Abdul Hannan. 

The bomb was recovered at Sheikh 
Lutfor Rahman Ideal College in Gopalganj 
on July 21, 2000, where Hasina was 
supposed to address a rally the next day. 

Then sub-inspector Nur Hossain of 
Kotalipara Police Station filed the case 
under the Explosive Substances Act. 

CID submitted charge sheet against 
Hannan and 24 others on April 8, 2001, 
with 83 people as prosecution witnesses. 

Gopalganj District and Sessions Judge’s 
Court framed charges against the 25 
accused on July 2 the same year. 

The Gopalganj court recorded 
statements of 40 prosecution witnesses, 
including the case’s complainant. The 
case was then shifted to the Speedy Trial 
Tribunal for quick disposal. 

The tribunal-2 in Dhaka on August 20, 
2017 handed down death sentence to 10 
leaders and activists of Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-
Islami (Huji). Besides, one was sentenced 
to life and three were handed 14 years in 
prison. Of the accused, 13 are in jail while 
11 are on the run. 

The court acquitted 10 others, as charges 
brought against them were not proven. 

Huji leader Mufti Hannan was found 
guilty but was acquitted as he was executed 
on April 12, 2017 at Kashimpur High-
Security Prison for killing three people and 
injuring former British commissioner to 
Bangladesh and a dozen others in Sylhet in 
2004.

Make the 
FROM PAGE 3

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority, 
following the road ministry’s directives, 
prepared the draft rules of the act and sent 
them to the ministry in September last year. 
The ministry is expected to send the draft to 
the law ministry soon, sources said.

As per the draft, if a person is killed in a 
road accident, his or her family members 
will get Tk 5 lakh while an injured person 
will get Tk 3 lakh.

Lack of press
FROM PAGE 3

Harun said former and current mayors 
of Dhaka city corporations have been 
bringing charges of corruption against each 
other. But Anti-Corruption Commission is 
not filing any case against any of them.

Complaining that he was not allowed 
to speak in parliament, the BNP lawmaker 
said he has been trying to talk about 
contemporary issues for the last ten days, 
but was not given the chance to talk in 
parliament.

Responding to Harun’s remarks, Speaker 
Shirin Sharmin Choudhury asked Harun 
to wait till the end of the day’s important 
proceedings.

“But you didn’t take the opportunity 
as you did not want to be present in 
Parliament till the end of the day’s 
scheduled proceedings,” added the Speaker.

Workers Party MP Fazle Hossain Badsha 
in his speech said the Anti-Corruption 
Commission has failed to take actions 
against money laundering due to weakness 
as an anti-graft body.

HC issues
FROM PAGE 3

During the hearing, HRPB lawyer 
Manzill Murshid told the HC that a local 
influential UP member is reportedly 
filling up Chengti Khal and damaging the 
surrounding environment, despite the fact 
that there are rules of law prohibiting such 
activities.

Manzill Murshid also argued that the 
authorities concerned of the government 
are not taking any action against this illegal 
activity.

‘Read Aloud Day’ observed
CITY DESK

“We read Bangla letters, but do we put in 
as much effort to understand the language 
and its pronunciations as we do for 
English?” former VC of Dhaka University 
Dr AAMS Arefin Siddique asked at a 
seminar held yesterday.

The programme -- organised by ‘Read 
Aloud Bangladesh’ at the National Press 
Club premises -- marked the World Read 
Aloud Day-2021 and featured speakers 
talking about the benefits of reading 
aloud, said a press release.

During the chief guest’s speech, Dr 
Arefin Siddique also said, “We used to 
have a tradition of reading aloud back 
in the days -- one could hear the sound 
of students reading from every village 
household. Mosques and madrasahs also 
had this tradition, and still do to some 
extent, but we are gradually losing this 
heritage.”

“If one wants to learn pronunciation, 

there’s no alternative to reading aloud,” 
he asserted, and said everyone involved 
with education needs to take special care 
of this, or else proper pronunciation of 
Bangla could be lost forever, the press 
document said.

“We never even realised how important 
reading aloud could be!” said special 
guest Ilyas Khan, general secretary of 
National Press Club, adding, “This 
initiative should not be limited to just a 
single organisation’s effort. I request the 
government to help spread it further.”

The programme, moderated by Read 
Aloud Bangladesh founder Rupok 
Singha, also featured Dr Md Omar Faruk 
-- additional secretary, Technical and 
Madrasah Education Division, Ministry 
of Education -- as special guest, the press 
release said.

Following the seminar, the winners of 
an online quiz competition for students 
were announced and their certificates 
handed over by guests.

Dhirendra Nath 
new railway DG
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhirendra Nath 
Mazumder, the 
additional director 
general (infrastructure), 
of Bangladesh Railway 
has been appointed as 
director general of the state-run transport 
agency. 

The railways ministry yesterday issued a 
circular in this regard.  The order will come 
into action immediately, it said. 

Following the order, Dhirendra took the 
charge yesterday, BR officials said. 

He replaces Md Shamsuzzaman as DG.   

NIKO GRAFT CASE AGAINST KHALEDA

Charge-framing hearing 
adjourned till Feb 8
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday adjourned hearing on charge framing against BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and nine others in Niko graft case till February 8. 

Judge Sheikh Hafizur Rahman of the Special Judge’s Court-9 of Dhaka 
passed the order after a petition was filed with the court on behalf of 
Khaleda, seeking an adjournment of the hearing, advocate Zia Uddin, one 
of her lawyers, told The Daily Star. 

In the petition, the lawyer said Khaleda is sick and did not come out of her 
residence due to Covid-19 pandemic. So, the hearing should be adjourned. 

Three accused, including Giausuddin Al Mamun, now in jail, were 
present at the makeshift court of Dhaka Central Jail in Keraniganj yesterday. 

FARMERS BANK SCAM

SC stays bail of Rashedul
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court yesterday stayed for four 
weeks its High Court verdict that upheld the bail of Rashedul Haque Chisty, 
son of the former chairman of Farmers Bank audit committee Mahbubul 
Haque Chisty, in a money laundering case involving Tk 159 crore. 

The apex court also asked the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) to 
file a leave to appeal petition with this court against the HC verdict in four 
weeks.   

A three-member bench of the Appellate Division headed by Chief 
Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain passed the order after hearing a petition 
filed by the ACC seeking stay on the HC judgement. 

Battery-run rickshaw-pullers 
go on strike in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Protesting a city corporation decision 
to limit their numbers in the streets, 
battery-run rickshaw-pullers of 
Rajshahi city observed an eight-hour 
strike yesterday.

Earlier last month, as the increasing 
number of easy bikes and battery-run 
auto-rickshaws have started to bear 
down on the city’s traffic, the city 
corporation in its general meeting 
decided to limit their operations.

The decision, scheduled to take 
effect from yesterday, is to divide the 
rickshaws into two colours -- red and 
green -- and schedule the green ones 
to ply by day and red ones to run in 
the night.

In light of this, hundreds of 
rickshaw-pullers brought out a 
procession at 11 in the morning and 
started demonstrating by sitting-in in 
front of Rajshahi Nagar Bhaban.

They said they demand the city 
corporation give them permission to 
pull their battery-run vehicles all day 
long.

Protesters also told journalists that 

they feel compelled to demonstrate 
as their livelihoods depend on it. By 
limiting their operations, the owners 
and rickshaw-pullers will be unable 
to earn enough money to pay for rent 
and food and payoff accrued loans, 
which will make things difficult for 
them especially during the ongoing 
pandemic, they said.

Around 1:30am, Rajshahi 

City Corporation mayor AHM 
Khairuzzaman Liton came out of his 
office and talked to them.

He assured them that the decision 
will be reviewed after city corporation 
officials sit for a meeting with the 
rickshaw-pullers’ leaders and hear 
their demands.He also said no 
decision will be taken to hamper 
anyone’s livelihood in the city.

Rajshahi city mayor AHM Khairuzzaman Liton speaks to protesters.

P
H

O
T
O

:
 C
O
L
L
E
C
T
E
D


