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Myanmar army plays down
coup rhetoric as fears swirl

REUTERS, Yangon
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‘The perfect target’

Ex-KGB spy says Russia cultivated Trump as asset for 40 years

“At the time it started, which was around

constitution.”

Aung San Suu Kyi's ruling National
League for Democracy Party (NLD), which
won November’s election in a landslide,
said the military’s statement was a
“suitable explanation”.

NLD spokesman Myo Nyunt told
Reuters the party wanted the military to be

Myanmar’s military yesterday said it would
protect and abide by the constitution
and act according to law, in a move that
could allay concerns in the country that
the armed forces might attempt to seize
power.

The statement comes a day after United

propaganda.

A former KGB spy has claimed that Russia
cultivated former President Donald Trump as
an asset for over 40 years - and said there were
celebrations in Moscow after their success in
getting him to espouse anti-Western ideas and

Yuri Shvets worked in Washington DC for the

1980, the Russians were trying to recruit like
crazy and going after dozens and dozens of
people. Trump was the perfect target in a lot of
ways. His vanity, narcissism made him a natural
target to recruit. He was cultivated over a 40-year
period, right up through his election.”

The former KGB major told The Guardian:
-~ “For the KGB, it was a charm offensive. They had

Nations  Secretary-General ~ Antonio e Soviet Union in the 80s and now lives in Virginia : . - :
Gut d Wryt bassi ; an organisation “that accepts the people’s . g v collected a lot of information on his personality
uterres  an estern  embassies 1IN L. D eoarding the election” after moving to the US permanently in 1993 3 s they knew who he was personally.
Myanmar expressed serious concerns <8 3 . . and becoming a citizen. He works as a corporate oY "The feeli hat h I
Political tensions escalated this week The feeling was that he was extremely

about the possibility of army intervention
in Myanmar, a country ruled by the
military for 49 years after a 1962 coup.
The military, known locally as the
Tatmadaw, said recent remarks by its
commander-in-chief, Senior  General
Min Aung Hlaing, about abolishing the
constitution had been misinterpreted.
“The Tatmadaw is protecting the 2008
constitution and will act according to
the law,” it said. “Some organisations
and media assumed what they want

when a military spokesman declined
to rule out a coup, just days ahead of a
new parliament convening, and warned
the armed forces could “take action” if
its complaints about vote fraud were not
addressed.

Myanmar-based analyst Richard Horsey
said an imminent coup now seemed
unlikely. “It appears that Myanmar
military has stepped back from its coup
threat,” he said on Twitter.

London in 2006.

with Trump.”

security investigator and was previously a
partner of Alexander Litvinenko, a former FSB
secret service officer who was assassinated in

Speaking to The Guardian, Shvets said:
“People were recruited when they were just
students and then they rose to important
positions, something like that was happening

Shvets’ cover job was as a correspondent
for the Russian state news agency Tass. The

vulnerable intellectually, and psychologically,
and he was prone to flattery.

“This is what they exploited. They played the
game as if they were immensely impressed by his
personality and believed this is the guy who should
be the president of the United States one day; it is
people like him who could change the world.

“They fed him these so-called active measures
soundbites and it happened. So it was a big
achievement for the KGB active measures at the
time.”

67-year-old is one of the sources for the book
American Kompromat written by Craig Unger,
who claims in the book that the Russians first
became interested in Trump in 1977 when he
married his first wife, Czechoslovakian model
Ivana Zelnickova.

Unger said that Trump “was an asset. It was
not this grand, ingenious plan that we're going
to develop this guy and 40 years later he'll be
president.
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Memo No. 46.02.0000.824.14.005.20.35 Date: 28/01/2021
Request for Expressions of Interest

Financial Management Consultancy Services
(Consulting Services - Individual Consultant Selection)
Western Economic Corridor & Regional Enhancement Program (WeCARE) Phase-|
Assignment Title: Financial Management Consultancy Services
Reference No. SP-06 (A)

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh has received financing from the World Bank
foward the cost of the Western Economic Corridor & Regional Enhancement Program (WeCARE) Phase-|
and intends fo apply part of the proceeds for Financial Management Consultancy Services.

The broad scope of consulting services ("the Services") includes carrying out the following in the project
influence areas of Jashore, Jhenaidah, Magura, Chuadanga, Satkhira, and Meherpur.

1. Maintaining an integrated accounting system for all approved Project activities, utilizing standard
accounting procedures, which will ensure full documentation and recording of sources and uses

Earth'’s oceans have been
warming consistently
throughout the last 12,000
years, according to research
published Wednesday that
authors said showed clearly
humanity’s profound effect
on the climate.

Previous estimates of
sea temperatures stretching
back millennia have
traditionally been based on
analysis of preserved rock,
and concluded that oceans
hit their temperature peak

of funds. around 6,000 years ago
2. Preparing the Financial Management Reports and Financial Statements for all the Project | | before gradually cooling.
activities. This is at odds with

3. Ensure that all Project expenditures are incurred following IDA Guidelines and GOB rules and
Procedures for the intended purposes.

The expected date for commencement of the services is February 2021 and the tentative duration of the
entire assignment is about 48 (forty-eight) months. A draft TOR can be found at the following website:
(www.lged.gov.bd or can be obtained at the address given below).

The Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) under the Local Government Division, Ministry
of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Government of Bangladesh now invites
eligible individuals to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested individuals should provide
information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the
Services. The shortlisting criteria are:

1. Experience in maintaining an integrated accounting system for all approved Project activities,
utilizing standard accounting procedures.

2. Experience in preparing Financial Management Reports and Financial Statements.

3. Experience in IDA funded similar projects.

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to the Section IIl, Para 3.14, 3.16 and 3.17 of the World
Bank's "Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers, July 2016 and updated in August 2018," setting forth
the World Bank's policy on conflict of interest.

An individual will be selected in accordance with the Individual Consultants Selection (ICS) method set
out in the Procurement Regulations.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours (9:00am to 17:00pm BST).
Expression of Interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below (in person, or by e-mail) by
17:00pm (BST), 25 February, 2021.

global air temperature
records, which tell the tale
of a consistent warming
trend, accelerating at the
onset of the industrial era.

Researchers in the US
and China reassessed sea
temperature models and
found that they usually
represented seasonal
temperature variations
rather than the annual
average.

Adjusting for these
seasonal discrepancies, they
found that sea temperatures
have in fact risen more or
less in lock step with global
air temperatures over the
last 12,000 years.

Lead author Samantha
Bova from Rutgers
Department of Marine
and Coastal Sciences
said the results further
emphasised how the build
up of greenhouse gases
contributed to rising sea.

Momin Mozibul Haque Shamaji
Project Director
WeCARE Phase-I: RCMLIIP
LGED Bhaban, Level-10
Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Tel: +88029131415

E-mail: pdwecare.lged@gmail,com
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