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Tricks not so secret
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demanded Tk 35,000 as “speed money” for every
consignment in addition to the bribe for concealing the
actual weight of goods in the release documents, said the
C&F agent proprietor.

“We informed senior customs officials but no remedy
has been found till now,” he added.

“Rather, the rate of bribery [per consignment| has been
increased from Tk 1 lakh to Tk 1.5 lakh after the complaints.
As a result, some corrupt C&F agents are taking advantage
and hiding the actual weight [of goods] to evade duty.

“We don’t know why the customs authorities did not
take action against those officials and C&F agents, even
after getting proof of the allegations. Those involved are
still working in the U-baggage section without any official
action taken against them.”

Sheikh Salahuddin, an importer, said in an official
complaint sent to the Customs House on December 15
last year: “In the last one year, 2,500 consignments were
released from the port under U-baggage rules hiding actual
information in the release documents.

“Joint Commissioner Mahbub Hasan has taken Tk 1.5
lakh per consignment to hide the actual invoices and the
bribe was transacted through his office assistant Md Daud.”

To help verify the allegation, the importer also provided
a total of 250 bill of lading numbers with his complaint.

The Daily Star managed to collect documents on four
consignments from those against the 250 bill of lading
numbers in the official complaint; irregularities were
found in three of them.

Although a total of 5,300kg of goods were shown
in the three master bills of lading -- SACQ0129844,
SACQO0129627, SACQ0129613 -- only 2,500kg of goods
were shown in the release documents.

So, more than 2,800kg of goods in these three
consignments were released by the C&F agent Spread Link
without any customs duty being paid.

The consignments came from Saudi Arabia and the
documents showed old refrigerators, charger lights, fans,
blankets, and washing machines as their contents.

Regarding these allegations, Customs Commissioner
Fakhrul told The Daily Star recently, “Surveillance has been
stepped up on existing consignments which are awaiting
release from the port yard following the allegations and we
found forgeries in all these.”

“However,” hesaid, “it can't be said without investigating
that the same forgery happened in consignments previously
released from the port.”

He added, “We have set up two inquiry committees to
look into whether there were any similar irregularities in
those consignments. After the investigation, we will take
action against them.”

Contacted in mid-December, Joint Commissioner
Mahbub Hasan said there was no scope for customs duty
on goods to be given lower than that specified in the
documents. “I have no idea how it happened,” he added.

He also denied the allegation of bribery.

WHAT EXPATS, C&F AGENTS SAY

Abu Tayab, one of the four expatriates under whose names
the consignments were shipped to Bangladesh, had lost his
job because of the pandemic and was broke towards the
end of 2020.

In these circumstances, through a friend named Shafi
Ullah, he was offered a ticket by officials of a Jeddah-based

courier agency who said they would be shipping goods in
his name and asked for his passport to do this. He accepted
the deal.

While he took the free ticket home, he has no idea
what unaccompanied baggage was and what its rules
entailed.

Abu Tayab said Shafi himself cut a similar deal but
he was also shipping some of his own items in addition
to the courier’s goods, and they flew to Bangladesh
together.

Shafi Ullah could not be contacted but his brother
Himel told this correspondent that Shafi never brought
any goods though Chattogram Port and he returned to
Saudi Arabia at the end of December.

The consignment under Abu Tayab’s name was released
by C&F agent Nahar Trading Company Limited from the
port.

Asked about the allegation of commercial goods in his
consignments being released under expatriates’ names,
Ahsanullah Talukder Rintu, proprietor of the C&F agent,
said, “Some importers may use passports of expatriates to
bring in commercial goods.

“In this case, we have nothing to do. We deliver the
goods to those to whom the courier agent abroad asks us
todo.”

Rintu, however, denied allegations of irregularities in
the customs documents and bribing customs officials.

“If such irregularities occur, shipping agents and freight
forwarding agents must be involved. Such irregularities are
not possible without the involvement of officials of the
other two C&F agents,” he said.

Proprietor of the C&F agent Amin Brothers, Mohammad
Fazlu, told The Daily Star, “It is true that for every
consignment of U-baggage, a bribe has to be paid in the
name of speed money.”

However, he claimed that before releasing the goods,
customs officials had checked all the consignments and
they had no scope to release products by showing a lower
weight in the documents.

When this correspondent further asked him about the
alleged irregularities, he said he would explain later but did
not answer despite repeated phone calls afterwards.

This correspondent attempted to contact the proprietor
of Spread Link, Md Amirul, and an office assistant of the
Customs House, Md Daud, but they did not respond to
repeated calls.

FAULTS IN THE SYSTEM

To release imported goods from the port, a letter of
credit (LC), paperwork of the imported goods and other
documents including details of the exporter are required.

However, these documents are not required in the case
of U-baggage, as these goods are mainly for expatriates’ use.

Customs sources said it is not possible to identify the
irregularities by looking at the documents due to expatriates
submitting the house BL and bill of entry separately when
they take delivery of the goods.

Using this opportunity, C&F agents are releasing
additional goods with the help of the customs officials
concerned.

Customs sources said such irregularities can be detected
if the authorities make it mandatory to specify the
expatriates’ names and the quantity of goods when they
submit both the IGM (Import General Manifest) and the
Bill of Entry in the Customs server.
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Cops bust
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an air gun, and weapon-
making equipment, which
were hidden behind pigeon
cages.

“We have come to
know that the factory was
run by one Md Nizam
Khan. On Thursday night,
he fired a shot targeting
another man following an
altercation with him over
the recent Chattogram City
Corporation elections. The
bullet did not hit the target.

Officer-in-Charge
Mohammed Mohsin of
Double Mooring Police
Station said, “From the
design of the firearms
and weapon-making
equipment, it is evident
that Nizam is a fierce
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criminal.”

“Nizam is on the run
and police were trying to
arrest him,” said the OC.

The law enforcers
arrested his wife
Meherunnesha Mukta, 39,
for her alleged links with
running the factory, said
police.

Rare Botticelli
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Mundi,” attributed to
Leonardo da Vindi, set the
world record in 2017 for an
Old Master or any work of art.
Bidders on the phone
and online participated in
Thursday’s auction. The
identity of the buyer was

EU regulator
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‘REACHING THE LIMIT’
Cases have soared past
101 million worldwide,
and despite the rollout
of vaccines, the fight has
been further complicated
by the emergence of more
contagious variants first
detected in Britain, Brazil
and South Africa.
American biotech firm
Novavax said Thursday
that its vaccine showed
an overall efficacy of 89.3
percent in a major British
clinical trial, and was
highly effective against the
variant first detected there.
But other results showed
it offered significantly less
protection against the
South African strain.
Mozambique’s President
Filipe Nyusi has warned
that warned hospitals across
southern Africa are “rapidly
reaching the limit of their
capacities”, in part down to
the new variant, reports AFP.
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It said the tally of infections has
surged to 534,407 as 454 new cases
were confirmed in the last 24 hours.

A total of 12,075 samples were
tested at 204 authorised laboratories
across the country during the time.

Of the total sample tests in those
24 hours, 3.76 percent tested positive,
while 14.73 percent cases were detected
from the total tests conducted so far,
the release read.

Among the total infections, 89.62
percent patients have recovered, while
1.51 percent died so far since the first
Covid-19 positive cases were reported
in the country on March 8.

Among the seven deaths, six are male
and one is female the press release read,
adding that one is in his 40s, one in his
50s while five are above 60 years.

According to the division-wise
data, three deaths took place in the
Dhaka division, and rests are in other
divisions.

Among the total 8,094 fatalities,
4,507 deaths occurred in the Dhaka
division, 1,488 in Chattogram division,
461 in Rajshahi division, 549 in Khulna
division, 243 in Barishal division, 301
in Sylhet division, 356 in Rangpur
division, and 189 in Mymensingh
division, according to the press release.

A total of 3,627,413 samples have
so far been tested since the detection of
the first Covid-19 cases in the country.

No serious
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“I volunteered to take the vaccine, hoping
to dispel the misconception about
vaccination,” she told The Daily Star.

The government conducted the
two-day piloting of the vaccine before
launching the mass inoculation on
February 7.

Officials said none of the 567
people, who volunteered to take the
shots, have shown any adverse impacts
so far. They would be observed for
seven days.

Shamsul Haque, member secretary of
the vaccination committee at the health
directorate, said, “We were afraid that
someone would suffer a severe allergic
shock about 15-30 minutes after taking
the shot. But there was no such case.”

This correspondent talked to a dozen
people, who got the shot, and excepting
a few, who had a temperature, everyone
said they were fine.

Ahmed Lutful Moben, associate
professor of medicine, said he was not
feeling any adverse effects and had
been performing his usual hospital
duties.

“After taking the vaccine, I worked
at the hospital and drove home. I
inoculated about 100 of my colleagues
the next day. I am fine,” he told The
Daily Star yesterday.

The pain where the needle was
pushed is “ignorable”, he added.

The five hospitals where the
two-day piloting took place were
Dhaka Medical College Hospital,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU), Kurmitola
General Hospital, Kuwait Bangladesh
Friendship Hospital, and Mugda
Medical College Hospital.

Officials at the hospitals said a few
of the vaccine recipients had mild fever.

Doctor Moben said, “It is quite
normal. It means the vaccine is
developing immunity in the body.”

Prof Mamun Al Mahtab Swapnil
and his wife Associate Prof Nuzhat
Chowdhury both took the shots at the
BSMMU on Thursday.

Prof Swapnil told this correspondent
that he and his wife felt no adverse
effect whatsoever.

“Since taking the shots, my wife and
I have been seeing patients and went to
talk-shows. Some of my colleagues at
the hospital also told me that they were
absolutely fine,” he said.

Frontline health workers, several
politicians, government officials, and
civil society members, have taken the
jab on the second day of the piloting.

“We are lucky to have the vaccine
early. Many countries are still struggling
to get the shots. We should not miss
the opportunity,” Prof Swapnil said.

1,776 more arrive with

FROM PAGE 12

“Rohingyas are motivating each other
to come here. Those who came to
Bhasan Char are satisfied with the
facilities they have gotten, and this is
inspiring the others to come too,” the
PD said.

Rafikullah, 50, said his cousin had
come here in an earlier batch and told
him about the good facilities here.

“Now we have come here. I think
our long-standing sufferings will
come to an end,” he said.

Parvin Aktar said she came to
Bhasan Char for the safety and security
of her children.

“My kids will get access to education
and a good social life. In the Cox's
Bazar camp, there was no security for
the children,” she said.

A mother of three, Yasmin Aktar
said she is going voluntarily and to
get finally leave behind the life in the
camps.

“A section of the Rohingyas tortured
others in the camps. They would
torture people for money by locking
them in the toilets or whipping
them,” she said while speaking of the
sufferings they had to endure.

“When the sun would set, it would
be dreadful for the women in the
camps. We would not be able to move
around. Women are highly unsafe in
the camps,” she added.

After their arrival at Bhasan
Char, they were taken to an empty
warehouse where they offering prayers
of gratitude for their safe journey to
the island. They were then shifted to
their homes.

The first batch, with 1,642
Rohingyas, was relocated to Bhasan
Char on December 4. Over 1,800
others were relocated on December
29.

The Bangladesh Navy has
undertaken the Tk 3,100 crore project,
titled Ashrayan-3 Project, on the island
to provide shelter to the refugees.

On the Char, the buildings are
equipped with electricity, solar panels,
biogas plants, and mobile networks.

The houses have been built
four feet above the ground with
concrete blocks. Each building will
house 16 families of four in its 16
rooms, providing more than the UN
stipulated 37 square feet per person,
project officials said.

The United Nations and other
development  partners, however,
expressed concerns and demanded
independent assessments of the
project before the relocation.

The UN and rights groups have
been questioning the relocation plan,
saying the island was prone to floods
and could be submerged during high
tides.

Election today in 62 more
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He said health measures would be
strictly followed as the election are
taking place amid Covid 19 pandemic.

A total of 229 people are running
for mayor at the 62 municipalities in
36 districts.

There are 2,360  councillor
candidates and 755 women's reserve
seat candidates.

The EC was supposed to hold
elections to 64 municipalities in
the third phase. But the election
to the Sujanagar municipality was
postponed due to a court case.

No election will be needed for
Laksam of Cumilla as all mayor
and ward councillor candidates
of the municipalities were elected
unopposed.

No election for the mayor position
will be held for two municipalities --
Tungipara of Goplaganj and Morelganj
of Bagherhat -- as the AL mayoral
candidates of the municipalities were
elected unopposed.

Our Correspondent in Pabna
reported that tense situation is
prevailing in Pabna town over Pabna
municipality.

The situation arise an a polling
agent of AL rebel candidate Sarif
Uddin Prodhan was beaten by the
supporters of AL candidate Mortuza
Bishwas Sony yesterday noon,

Supporters of AL candidate attacked
and vandalised at least three election

campaign offices on Thursday night.
The attack left five injured.

Pabna Superintendent of Police
Muhibul Islam Khan said additional
police deployed in the important
places for keeping the law and order
situation under control.

Beside, Police and six platoons
of Rab and BGB were also deployed
in Pabna for keeping law and order
situation under control in the election,
the SP said.

So far the ruling Awami League
candidates clinched sweeping victories
in the first and second phase of the
municipality elections.

AL men won 45 out of 60
municipalities in the second phase of
election on January 16. BNP gained
victory in four municipalities and
independent candidates in eight. One
candidate each from the Jatiya Party
and the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal won
the elections.

In the first phase election on
December 28, AL contenders
achieved success in 18 municipalities
out of 24, BNP candidates in two
municipalities and independent
candidates in three.

Fifty six municipalities will go for
election on February 14 in the fourth
phase, of them EVM will be used in 31
municipalities.

Elections to 31 municipalities will
be held in the fifth phase on February
28, using EVM.

Marine engr, wife tortured
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town, said Gautam Kumar Biswas,
superintendent of police (SP) of PBI
in Mymensingh, at a press briefing
yesterday.

On November 8 last year, Sabina
was asked to prepare breakfast for
guests. But when she could not due
to illness, the couple tortured her
severely, which led to her death, the
officer said.

The couple then put the body
inside a suitcase and dumped it in a
canal, he added.

Locals found the suitcase the next
day by the Mymensingh-Kishoreganj
road.

A case was filed with Gauripur
Police Station on November 11.

The SP said a prescription found in
the suitcase led them to the suspects.

“At one stage in our investigation
into the seizure list, we found an old
prescription of Zakir in the luggage.
The investigation started from this
source,” the SP said.

“After the arrest, the couple
admitted to the crime,” he added.

Sabina'’s parents demanded
exemplary punishment of the killers.

Talking to reporters, Sabina’s father
Sirajul Islam Siru of the Ujan Ghagra
area said the accused rarely allowed
him or his wife to meet their daughter.

“Even after her death, they [Sabina’s
employers| didn't tell us anything. We
came to know about it on Wednesday
after police informed us,” the father
said.

SP Gautam added that the law
enforcers are investigating if anyone
else was involved in the incident.
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