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He acted like
a mafia boss

MP Papul was part of an organised gang,
amassed assets worth 5m Kuwaiti dinars,
reports Kuwaiti newspaper; JS to take
action only after being informed officially
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Secy-level talks,
JRC meeting
before Hasina-
Modi summit

Decisions taken as
foreign secretaries
meet in Delhi

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

Bangladesh and India
yesterday agreed to hold a
series of secretary-level talks
and also a meeting of the
Joint Rivers Commission in
the run-up to the summit
between Prime Minister

PoriMoL PALMA and RasHIDUL HASAN

Mohammad Shahid Islam alias Kazi Papul was part of an organised gang
and he allegedly acted like a mafia boss who extorted money from the
poor and low-income Bangladeshi migrant workers in Kuwait, reported

the media there. Sheikh Hasina and Indian
On Thursday, a court in Kuwait sentenced Papul, an independent Premier. Narendra Modi in
lawmaker from Laxmipur-2, to four years in prison and fined him 1.97 Dhaka in March.

The two countries
also stressed the need to
increase fund utilisation
and expedite the approval
process for development
projects in Bangladesh
under India’s Line of Credit.
They also agreed on the
renewal of the bilateral
air bubble agreement that
facilitates essential travel
between them.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

million Kuwaiti dinars (around Tk 55 crore) in a bribery case.

“He was accused of acting like a mafia boss, demanding ‘taxes’ from the
poor and low-income workers. Witnesses in the case offered evidence of
the Bangladeshi MP’s grip on compatriot workers in Kuwait,” The Times, a
local newspaper, reported on Thursday.

“The men of the accused imposed a ‘royalty’ on workers, at a value of
KD8 dinars per day,” a witness said, according to the report.

In another development, Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen last night
told The Daily Star that his ministry was waiting for documents on the
sentencing from the Kuwaiti authorities.

“We are waiting for the documents. Once we have them, we will hand them
to parliament. It is up to the Jatiya Sangsad to take action [in this regard],” he

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

The pitch black water at the convergence point of several canals and rivers is a testimony to the
mindless pollution. In monsoon, however, this water body in the capital’s Trimohoni area looks clean
and people from other neighbourhoods come here to hang out.
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EDN INSTITUTIONS

Govt extends
closure until
Feb 14 due

DEeMoLITION OF IcoNic KAMALAPUR STATION PrLAazA

PMO gives go-ahead

No serious
side effect

Those who took first
jabs doing fine

Covid vaccines sent
to 36 dists so far

Moubpup AHMMED SujAN

Top health official Prof
Nasima Sultana, who was
inoculated on Wednesday,
said she was feeling very
well and had been working
as usual at office and home.
The additional director
general of the health
directorate was one of the 26
people who took the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine shot on
the first day of the piloting.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Local health admins prepare for inoculation

MoHAMMAD AL-MaAsum MoOLLA

The government has started sending
Covid-19 vaccine doses across the country
from Dhaka ahead of the mass inoculation
campaign set to begin from February 7.

As of yesterday, 36 districts have received
the vaccine according to a list prepared by
the government, said officials, adding that
vaccines will reach all 64 districts of the
country by tomorrow.

Beximco Pharmaceuticals Limited, the
local agent of Serum Institute of India
(SIT), has been transporting vaccines to

e

the districts as per the agreement with the
government.

Bangladesh has purchased three crore
doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine from
SII, 50 lakh doses of which arrived in
Dhaka on January 25. Besides, the country
has received 20 lakh doses of the same
vaccine from the Indian government as a
gift on January 21.

The government has targeted vaccinating
60 lakh people in the first month and
another 50 lakh the following month.

According to Beximco, the company
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Officials put a box of the coronavirus vaccine doses inside an ice lined refrigerator at

the civil surgeon’s office in Barishal city yesterday. A freezing truck of the Expanded

Programme on Immunization brought the shots from the capital.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Long wait for the results of
last year’s Higher Secondary
Certificate and equivalent
examinations comes to an
end today.

The results of HSC and
equivalent exams of 2020
under 11 education boards
-- nine general education
boards, one madrasa
education board and one
technical education board
-- will be published today.

The government could
not hold the HSC and
equivalent exams due to
the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic.

The HSC batch of 2020
will be the first batch of
students who will get
certificates without sitting
for the examinations as it is
the first time in the history

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

to pandemic

StAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has
extended the closure of all
educational institutions
until February 14.

The decision comes at a
time when all schools and
colleges are preparing for
reopening.

The education and
the primary and mass
education ministries

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

TuHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

The Prime Minister's Office has given its
consent to shifting the iconic Kamalapur
Station Plaza further north, which would
mean dismantling the structure and
erecting a similar one in the new location.

“The station building would be shifted
to the northern side to accommodate the
scissor crossing of MRT-6 [Mass Rapid
Transit-6] line...,” reads a PMO document.

“And Bangladesh Railway and DMTCL
[Dhaka Mass Transit Company Limited|
have already reached a consensus in this
regard,” reads the minutes of a meeting
presided over by Prime Minister’s Principal

Secretary Ahmad Kaikaus.

The meeting took place in December last
year and the minutes were released earlier
this month.

The parabolic umbrella structure at
Kamalapur represents one of Dhaka’s signature
landmarks and is considered one of the
modern architectural creations of the 1960s.

In November last year, BR and the metro
rail authorities agreed to a new plan which
requires shifting the Kamalapur Station
Plaza to a nearby location to make space for
the MRT-6 line, extending up to Kamalapur
from Motijheel, and to turn the station into a
multimodal transport hub (MmTH).

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
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