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A waiter comes out of “Igloo Cafe”, a cafe prepared with snow and ice, after serving customers at Gulmarg, a ski
resort and one of the main tourist attractions in Kashmir region, India yesterday.
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Asylum “under attack’: UN

Urges end to pushbacks, violence against refugees

AFP, Geneva

torture, it said.

INTERNATIONAL

The UN yesterday voiced alarm at
increasingly frequent pushbacks and
expulsions of refugees at Europe’s
borders, warning that the very idea of
asylum itself was under attack on the
continent.

The United Nations refugee
agency called on countries to create
independent monitoring mechanisms
to ensure the right to seek asylum and
to investigate violations.

Gillian Triggs, UNHCR Assistant
High Commissioner for Protection,
said the agency had “received a
continuous stream of reports of some
European states restricting access to

EUROPE BORDERS

—

people arriving by land were also
being informally detained and forcibly
returned to neighbouring countries

“Respecting human lives and
refugee rights is not a choice, it's a
legal and moral obligation,” Triggs
stressed.

“While  countries have the
legitimate right to manage their
borders in  accordance  with
international law, they must also
respect human rights.”

“Pushbacks are simply illegal.”

UNHCR said it had made
its concerns clear to FEuropean
countries and had called for “urgent
inquiries into alleged violations and
mistreatment”.

The agency pointed out that the
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Biden warns Beijing

over expansionism

Vows to back allies Japan, S Korea, Taiwan
and Philippines in volatile Asia-Pacific region

AFP, Washington

One week into the job, US President Joe
Biden has sent a clear warning to Beijing
against any expansionist intentions in East
and Southeast Asia.

In multiple calls and statements, he and
his top security officials have underscored
support for allies Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan and the Philippines, signalling
Washington's rejection of China'’s disputed
territorial claims in those areas.

On Wednesday, Biden told Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga that his
administration is committed to defending
Japan, including the Senkaku Islands, which
are claimed both by Japan and China,
which calls them the Diaoyu Islands.

That stance was echoed by Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin, who told Japanese
counterpart Nobuo Kishi on Saturday that
the contested islands were covered by the
US-Japan Security Treaty.

Austin affirmed that the United States
“remains opposed to any unilateral
attempts to change the status quo in the
East China Sea,” according to a Pentagon
statement on the call.

Meanwhile, three days into the Biden
administration, State Department
spokesman Ned Price warned China about
menacing Taiwan after it repeatedly sent
more than a dozen military fighters and
bombers through the island’s air defense
zone.

“We will stand with friends and allies to
advance our shared prosperity security and
values in the Indo-Pacific region -- and that
includes deepening our ties with Democratic
Taiwan,” Price said in a statement.

“Our commitment to Taiwan is rock-
solid.”

And Secretary of State Antony Blinken told
his Philippine counterpart on Wednesday
that a mutual defense treaty obliging the
US to defend the Philippines against attack
in the Pacific also applied to the disputed
South China Sea -- -- something the Obama

administration did not specify.

Those comments and others sought
to emphasize that the new Biden
administration will not deviate from the
firm security stance towards China that
it inherited from ex-president Donald
Trump.

Washington has long sided with allies
such as South Korea, Japan, Vietnam,
the Philippines and Malaysia in rejecting
disputed Chinese territorial claims in the
East China Sea and South China Sea.

The Trump administration raised the
tone when then-secretary of state Mike

Pompeo declared last July that most of
Beijing’s maritime claims in the South
China Sea were “completely unlawful.”

In his first overseas contacts after taking
office, Austin included not only Japan
but also counterparts in Australia, South
Korea and India.

Over the past three years, Washington
has expanded defense cooperation with
India, which sees China posing a military
threat both on its northern border and in
the seas to the south.

In a call with Indian defense minister
Rajnath Singh on Wednesday, Austin
observed that the two countries’ defense
partnership “is built upon shared values
and a common interest in ensuring the
Indo-Pacific region remains free and open,”
said Pentagon spokesman John Kirby.

MYANMAR POLLS
Army chief’s
rhetoric fuels
fears of coup

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s army chief
has raised the prospect of
scrapping the country’s
constitution as fears swirl
about a possible coup by
the military over electoral
fraud concerns.

The army has for
weeks alleged widespread
voter irregularities in
November's election,
which Aung San Suu Kyi's
ruling National League for
Democracy (NLD) won in
a landslide.

The civilian
administration has been in
an uneasy power-sharing
agreement with the army
generals since Myanmar's
first democratic elections
in 2015, as dictated by
a 2008 junta-authored
constitution.

An army spokesman
on Tuesday refused to
rule out the possibility of
the military seizing total
power to deal with what
he called a political crisis.
And yesterday General Min
Aung Hlaing -- arguably
Myanmar’s most powerful
individual -- appeared
to echo that sentiment
in a speech published in
Myawady newspaper.

The army chief said the
2008 constitution was “the
mother law for all laws”
and should be respected.
But he warned that in
certain circumstances it
could be “necessary to
revoke the constitution”.
The comments follow
repeated demands by
the army for Myanmar's
election commission to
release final voter lists
from the November polls.
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