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Newborn 
found 
dead 
beside 
road in 
Jashore
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole 

A newborn boy was found 
dead in Mulgram area 
beside Keshabpur-Rajganj 
road in Jashore’s Keshabpur 
upazila early yesterday.  

Officer in Charge (OC) 
of Keshabpur Police Station 
Jasim Uddin said, a woman 
saw the body wrapped in 
a packet beside a road in 
Mulgram area while she 
was going to collect grass 
for her cattle and informed 
the villagers.

Being informed by the 
villagers, a police  team went 
to the spot and recovered 
the body, the OC said.

The body was sent to 
the hospital morgue for 
autopsy. 

During primary 
investigation they could not 
ascertain immediately who 
left the body there.

They were trying to 
identify the parents of the 
infant boy, he further said.

A case has been filed 
with the police station in 
this regard.

Dilapidated 
road sorrow for 

commuters
Large potholes develop on the 2km road

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Thousands of commuters on Doariakona-
Chandpur road in Netrakona’s 
Kalmakanda upazila have been 
experiencing untold sufferings for long as 
the road is in a dilapidated condition.

Locals said the two-kilometre-long 
road through Anandapur has been lying 
neglected for over two years due to 
unknown reason.

This important road is the only means 
of communication for people of at least 
10 villages under Kalmakanda Sadar, 
Kharnoi, Panchgaon and Rongchhati 
unions, many villagers said.

A number of potholes have developed 
on different portions of the road, creating 
untold sufferings to its users, local 
Journalist Kajal Talukder said

Moreover, the approach road 
connecting the only bridge in Doariakona 
area is also in a sorry state, he added.

Headmaster of Kalmakanda 
Government Model Primary School Prabir 
Kumar Sarker said the road has been lying 
neglected for over two years.

Local people have urged the authorities 
concerned on several occasions to 
renovate the dilapidated road but no steps 
has been taken yet, the headmaster said, 
adding that, the condition of the road 
went more worsen in the last one year due 
to plying of over loaded trucks and sand-
laden trolleys.

Hundreds of students of at least 
eight educational institutions, including 
four primary schools and a college, in 

the upazila use the road to go to their 
institution.

They face serious difficulties while 
using the road, especially in the rainy 
season, the headmaster said. 

Netrakona Zila Parishad member Idris 
Ali Talukder, hailing from Chandpur 
village, said not only from Kalmakanda, 
people from adjacent Durgapur upazila 
also use the road to go to Darampasha 
and Tahirpur upazilas in Sunamganj and 
Haluaghat upazila of Mymensingh. 

In 2009, Local Government and 
Engineering Department (LGED) 
constructed the road and since then no 
major repair work has been done, said 
Idris, also joint-secretary of Kalmakanda 
upazila unit Awami League.

Elderly people and emergency patients 
are the worst sufferers, he further said.

Abul Kashem, secretary of Udichi Shilpi 
Gosthi Kalmakanda upazila unit, said the 
important road is used as a bypass road 
for many adjacent areas, putting a serious 
pressure on the main road leading to 
Kalmakanda upazila headquarters.

Commuters also face serious traffic 
congestion on hat (weekly market) days 
on every Sunday and Wednesday, said 
Kashem. 

Contacted, Kalmakanda Upazila LGED 
Assistant Engineer Imran Hossain said 
they have sent a proposal to the concerned 
ministry for expansion and repair work of 
the road on an urgent basis.

The proposal is yet to be approved, the 
engineer added.

The Doariakona-Chandpur road in Netrakona’s Kalmakanda 

upazila has been lying neglected for years.
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The Salanga Massacre of 1922: 
History needs to be preserved
AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU               

It was January 27, 1922. Several thousand 
people including peasants, traders and buyers 
from different northern districts came to 
‘Salanga Haat’, then one of the biggest rural 
markets in the northern region for shopping for 
the whole week, but the British colonial police 
suddenly opened fire on the unarmed people 
for boycotting foreign products in line with non-
cooperation movement against the British rule.

Salanga Haat, now one of the least developed 
parts of Sirajganj’s Raiganj upazila, was a part 
of Pabna district. It was one of the biggest rural 
markets in early 19th century where people 
from different areas used to come for weekly 
shopping. Foreign products especially foreign-
made liquour were available in this market.

According to the history, Moulana Abdur 
Rashid Tarkabagish, a young revolutionist, was 
a follower of Mahatma Gandhi. He began non-
cooperation movement calling the people to 
Solanga Haat to boycott foreign products. He 
tried to mobilise the people against the British 
colonial oppression and the local Zaminder for 
exorbitant tax collection. The movement was 
progressing in a non-violent manner in line with 
Gandhi’s non-violent movement.

Following an intelligence report that 
revolutionists, led by Tarkabagish, were 
regrouping, the then superintendent of police 
(SP) in Pabna, led by the district administration, 
rushed to Salanga Haat and arrested Tarkabagish 
sparking a storm of protest. Suddenly, a cattle 
trader hit the SP, triggering police retaliation. 
The police personnel opened fire on the armed 
mob in the busy cattle market of Salanga killing 
hundreds of them.

“Seven people died in front of me; I can 
recollect the names of three of them. They are 
Chand Ullah, Aroj Ullah and Raj Ali. But many 
people received bullets and died in different 
areas but their names cannot be known. In 
British government’s inquiry, the number of 
causalities was 4,500,” Tarkabagish said in his 
column ‘Swadhinota Sanggramer Rokto Shiri 
Salanga (Salanga: The Blood Stained-Step to the 
Struggle for Independence).

Several hundred people were left to die in 
different areas, many died after going to their 
homes but the family members of the victims 

never came forward fearing the harassment of 
British police, so the actual figure of causalities 
is yet to be confirmed, Tarkabagish said in the 
column. 

Salanga revolution was one of the milestones 
of revolution against the British colony that 
expedited the movement against the British raj, 
he added.

Although Solanga revolution is called as the 
‘Stairs of Blood’ of the anti-British movement, 
now little can be known about the historic 
significance of the place visiting the spot.

“I have been running business in Salanga 
Haat over the last three decades, I never knew 
about the historical significance of the place. 
There is no structure in the Haat that gives 
remembrance to the historic movement,” said 
Md Abdus Salam, a cloth trader of the Haat.

Hiton Khandokar, a resident of Salanga Haat, 
and also lecturer of a college, said the young 
generation is unaware about the real history due 

to the lack of historical research. 
“We have heard something from our seniors 

about Salanga revolution and Tarkabagish but 
there has been no extensive research to preserve 
the history,” Hiton said.

Dr Md Sabed Ali, a historical researcher, 
said “When I went for the historical research 
of movements a decade ago for my PHD, I 
repeatedly visited Solanga and talked with many 
people but I didn’t get anybody who was directly 
involved with the movement. Some old people 
were found who had heard of the incident from 
their forefathers.” 

Md Jillur Rahman, chairman of Ghurka 
union parishad in Raiganj upazila, said the local 
government has taken some steps to preserve the 
memory of the movement. 

“We have submitted a plan for setting 
monument and museum here in Salanga for 
preserving the memory of the Solanga revolution 
for the future generation,” the chairman said.

Salanga Haat, now one of the least developed parts of Sirajganj’s Raiganj upazila, 

where anti-British revolution took place on January 27, 1922. 
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