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AstraZeneca, which 
developed its shot with 
Oxford University, told the 
EU on Friday it could not 
meet agreed supply targets 
up to the end of March.

Europe urged 
pharmaceutical companies 
yesterday to stand by their 
word in supplying vaccines. 

“Europe invested 
billions to help develop 
the world’s first Covid-19 
vaccines. To create a truly 
global common good,” 
European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen said at a virtual 
meeting of the World 
Economic Forum.

“And now, the 
companies must deliver. 
They must honour their 
obligations.”

EU member states 
could take AstraZeneca 
to court for breach of 
supply contracts if it did 
not honour its delivery 
schedule, Latvian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Edgars 
Rinkevics said.

“The possibility should 
be evaluated, and it should 
be coordinated among 
the EU countries,” the 
minister told Reuters, via 
his spokesman.

ACC admits ‘mistake’ to HC
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Mohammad Kamrul Islam, seeking its order 
on the authorities concerned not to harass or 
arrest him in the case.

On Monday, the HC bench of Justice M 
Enayetur Rahim and Justice Md Mostafizur 
Rahman set Thursday for delivering the 
verdict on the petition.

Speaking to The Daily Star, petitioner’s 
counsel Minhazul Haque Chowdhury 
yesterday said the then bureau of anti-
corruption had filed a case against one 
Kamrul Islam, son of Abul Khair and 
Fatema Begum, from Noakhali’s Paschim 
Rajarampur in 2003 on charges of getting 
admitted to a college in class 11 with fake 
SSC certificate and mark sheet.

In 2013, the ACC submitted a charge 
sheet against Mohammad Kamrul Islam, 
son of Abul Khair and Rawshan Ara Begum 
from Purba Rajarampur, to the trial court 
concerned in connection with the case.

The following year, the trial court 
sentenced him to five year’s imprisonment 
each under three sections in the case on the 
basis of the ACC probe report. The court later 
issued an arrest warrant against him.

After examining the related documents 
and copies of the national identity cards of 
the two, the writ petition was filed with the 
HC in November last year seeking necessary 
orders as law enforcers were allegedly 
harassing Mohammad Kamrul Islam, who 

is now serving as an employee of a judicial 
magistrate court, lawyer Minhazul said.

The HC bench on November 5 last 
year issued a rule asking the authorities 
concerned to explain why the move to arrest 
Mohammad Kamrul Islam should not be 
declared illegal. It also directed the police 
not to harass or arrest him.

ACC lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan told 
The Daily Star that they expressed sorrow to 
the HC for committing the “mistake” during 
conducting investigation of the case. He said 
the ACC had no ill intentions in this regard.

He said Mohammad Kamrul Islam did 
not serve in jail for a day.

Jaha Alam was freed from jail on February 
3, 2019 after the HC had directed the 
authorities concerned to release him. 

The HC on September 30 last year also 
directed Brac Bank to pay Tk 15 lakh in 
compensation to Jaha Alam as two of its 
officials -- Faisal Kayes and Sabina Sharmin -- 
supplied the photo and information on Jaha 
Alam, instead of those of the real accused 
Abu Salek, to the ACC investigation officers. 

The ACC investigators then identified Jaha 
Alam and implicated him in the corruption 
cases, the HC observed in the verdict. 

However, the Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court stayed for the time being 
the HC order on the compensation, Deputy 
Attorney General Amit Das Gupta told The 
Daily Star yesterday.

DU likely
FROM PAGE 12

Confirming the matter, DU Proctor 
Prof AKM Golam Rabbani said that 
the recommendation to open by the 
first week of March may be placed 
before the Academic Council of the 
university which is scheduled to be 
held on January 31.

“Since the provosts recommended 
it, hopefully, this will be passed in 
any decision-making body of the 
university which will be determined 
by the VC,” Rabbani, also the member 
secretary of the committee said. 

Those who were staying at the halls 
legally before the closure, and were 
last year or final semester students 
in honours and masters classes can 
only get inside the halls after opening 
based on the priority given to their 
last academic exams, Rabbani said.

A third of govt-owned buses
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documents of government vehicles, 
including BRTC buses, as many of 
them don’t have updated documents,” 
said an executive magistrate, who had 
carried out BRTA’s mobile courts for 
several years.

According to the recent report 
of Bangladesh Road Transport 
Corporation (BRTC), the organisation 
has now 1,450 out of 1,835 buses and 
570 out of 588 trucks in service.

But shortages of skilled mechanics, 
inadequate maintenance, poor 
decisions made by the authorities and 
corruption by a section of BRTC staffers 
are to blame “for the early demise of 
the buses”, said officials concerned.

The road transport and bridges 
ministry last month asked the BRTA 
to check services of its buses and 
take action against irregularities, said 
Muhammad Abdur Razzak, deputy 
director (enforcement) of BRTA.

Following the directives, BRTA’s 
mobile courts in the first two weeks 
of this month fined 56 buses and 
cautioned many others buses for 
having relatively less faults, he told 

this correspondent yesterday.
The drive will continue, he added.
Meanwhile, the BRTA chairman 

informed the monthly coordination 
meeting of the Road Transport and 
Highways Division on January 14 of 
the special drive.

Nazrul Islam, secretary of the 
division, who presided over the 
meeting, asked the BRTC authorities 
to give depot managers necessary 
directives to warn bus drivers, 
conductors and helpers so that they 
follow regulations.

Contacted, Amjad Hossain, BRTC’s 
spokesperson, said they had already 
conveyed the message to the depot 
managers and actions were already 
taken against some drivers and 
staffers.

“Action would be taken against 
officials if they were found responsible 
for any mismanagement,” Amjad, also 
general manager (accounts) of BRTC, 
told this paper yesterday.

Replying to a question, he said they 
had already updated documents of 
most of the buses and would do the 
rest soon.

Indian farmers
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services in some parts of the capital 
to be blocked, according to mobile 
carrier Vodafone Idea, in an attempt to 
prevent further unrest.

Tens of thousands of bearded and 
turbanned farmers, many bundled 
against the winter cold, began the day 
in a convoy of tractors festooned with 
Indian and union flags along the city’s 
fringes.

But hundreds of protesters soon 
broke away from pre-approved routes, 
heading for the city centre where the 
government was holding an annual 
Republic Day parade of troops and 
military hardware yesterday morning.

Covid widens disparity in education
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simulations that aim to capture 
the impacts that school closures in 
Bangladesh might have on the learning 
levels, enrolment and future earnings 
of children and students using a 
methodological tool developed by the 
Education Global Practice of the World 
Bank.

With the first Covid-19 cases 
detected in the country on March 8 
last year, the government on March 
17 closed educational institutions; 
the shutdown was extended in several 
phases till January 30.

The World Bank paper said nearly 
38 million learners in Bangladesh have 
been affected by the largest disruption 
of education systems in history caused 
by the pandemic.

Private schools were quick to 
adopt online learning methods, 
offering lectures delivered via 
videoconferencing apps like Zoom and 
social media platforms like Facebook. 
Most students in urban areas have 
access to the internet.

However, a lack of infrastructure 
and uneven access to internet and 
devices such as a desktop computer, 
laptop, or smartphone for students in 
poor urban areas are vital obstacles to 
virtual learning.

To address the disruption, the 
government started broadcasting live 
and recorded lectures through Sangsad 
TV for secondary and primary students, 
and directed all schools, colleges and 
universities to hold online classes. 
The school authorities are working to 
continue imparting lessons remotely.

Now, the government is working 
to reopen educational institutions 
soon and instructed all schools and 
colleges to complete their reopening 
preparations by February 4.
MORE CHILDREN TO FALL INTO 

‘LEARNING POVERTY’

The World Bank paper noted that 
prolonged school closures threaten 
to erase education development gains 
achieved in recent decades, especially 
for girls and those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

“An estimated 35,200 additional 
children are expected to drop out from 
primary and secondary education.”

It said the closures will result in a 
loss of between 0.5 and 0.9 years of 
learning-adjusted schooling for an 
average Bangladeshi student.

“We find that overall loss in learning 
for every child enrolled in school 
even in the most optimistic scenario 
is expected to be substantial and the 
economic implications of the learning 
losses are huge,” read the paper.

Pre-pandemic estimates based on 

the World Bank’s Human Capital 
Index 2020 show that a Bangladeshi 
child who starts school at age four can 
expect to complete on average 10.2 
years of school by age 18, said the 
global lender.

Factoring in for quality, the Learning 
Adjusted School Years (LAYS) is 
reduced to an average of 6 years of 
schooling, it added.

LAYS is a metric of education that 
tracks both schooling completion and 
schooling quality. It has been used to 
rank the development of countries, 
especially as it relates to human capital.

The paper said the school closures 
are likely to push more children into 
“learning poverty”.

Citing one of the WB’s reports, the 
paper said pre-pandemic estimates 
show that 57 percent of Bangladeshi 
children could not read and understand 
a simple text by the end of primary 
school in 2017.

And the school closures will increase 
the share of children who do not attain 
the minimum reading proficiency at 
the end of primary school (Grade 5) 
by 18 percentage points to 76 percent, 
considering all children are affected 
equally by the closures, it said.

This results from a shock to the 
distribution of learning outcomes 
with a reduction of 0.7 years of quality 
adjusted learning (8.4 months out of 
a 10-month school year), the paper 
added.
IMPLICATIONS OF LEARNING LOSS

The WB paper said the pandemic is 
poised to translate into a substantial 
economic cost in the long run.

Quantifying the loss of learning 
in terms of labour market returns, an 
average Bangladeshi student will face 
a reduction between an optimistic and 
pessimistic range of $198 and $335 
in yearly earnings once s/he enters 
the labour market, which represents 
between 4 percent and 6.8 percent of 
annual income, it said.

This is higher than the SAR average 
which ranges between $116 to $319 
losses per student per year. Aggregated 
for all students in Bangladesh and 
projected 10 years into the future 
(when all graduates have entered the 
labour market), this would cost the 
Bangladesh economy between $67 
billion and $114 billion in GDP at Net 
Present Value, the paper stated.
RECOMMENDATIONS

The working paper recommended 
making all four platforms functional 
through content development and 
delivery to reach as many students.

It however said digital content-
based remote learning may not be a 
feasible option for children from the 

poorest families who generally do not 
have access to television, radio and 
internet.

“In these cases, other methods 
may be employed, including use of 
physical learning packages delivered to 
students’ homes, mobile-based lessons 
or face to-face classes maintaining 
social distance and protocols, for small 
groups.”

To make remote learning effective, 
more engagement between teachers 
and students, either in person 
maintaining physical distance, or 
virtually is also necessary, it suggested.

The paper underscored the need 
for identifying learning loss through 
formative assessment on literacy and 
numeracy competencies.

“It will be critical to train teachers on 
formative and summative assessments 
and remedial education to help 
students catch up on learning losses 
once schools reopen.”

It said schools reopening must 
ensure that critical safety and health 
facilities and protocols are in place, 
and that school and local education 
administration’s capacity to monitor 
and manage schools safely are 
enhanced.

The World Bank also said effective 
partnerships between government, 
non-government, private sector and 
civil society engaged in education 
service delivery is important now more 
than ever.  
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Man killed
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around 3:00am.
On information, police recovered 

the body of the Rohingya man and 
sent it to Cox’s Bazar Sadar Hospital for 
autopsy, said the commanding officer.

He further said that police were 
trying to arrest the people involved in 
the incident. 

First Dogs
FROM PAGE 12

follow the pawprints of presidential 
pets that included Barack Obama’s Bo, a 
black Portuguese water dog and George 
W. Bush’s Scottish terrier, Barney. 

Trump, a famously finicky 
germophobe, broke with that 
convention -- as he did with many 
presidential traditions -- and never 
had a pet in his White House.

Dhaka pins high hopes on Biden admin
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Rohingya crisis and now faces 
the impacts of the coronavirus 
pandemic, including loss of 
millions of jobs.

“The good news is, there 
are indications that the new 
administration will look into the 
issue of genocide in the Rakhine 
state and hopefully will proactively 
take action for their safe return,” 
Momen said during a webinar 
on US-Bangladesh Relationship 
organised by the Bangladesh 
Enterprise Institute (BEI) yesterday.

There are about a million 
Rohingyas who fled military 
atrocities in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state in 2017 and are now sheltered 
in Bangladesh.

At the event, Foreign Secretary 
Masud Bin Momen said issues like 
democratic institution building, 
human rights, media freedom, 
labour rights and rule of law 
would be prioritised by the new US 
administration.

“A more human rights-
based approach by the new US 
administration might provide new 
impetus in resolving the Rohingya 
crisis, principally through stronger 
political involvement but also 

through extended humanitarian 
support.

“We have already witnessed early 
indications in this regard through 
initiation of genocide investigation, 
and this might continue through 
more stringent measures by the 
US to compel Myanmar to comply 
with its international human rights 
and humanitarian obligations.”

Momen said Bangladesh 
and the US have excellent trade 
relations and that has been proven 
even during the pandemic when 
Bangladesh supplied 6.5 million 
PPEs to the US market.

Over 90 percent of Bangladesh’s 
exports to the US is readymade 
garments, but it faces nearly 15.6 
percent tariffs on average.

“Since the pandemic, to assist 
hard-hit US consumers of garments, 
the US may put a moratorium on 
its tariffs to Bangladesh exports for 
a period of three years and this will 
surely help,” he said.

BEI President M Humayun Kabir 
said the US discontinued GSP 
following the Rana Plaza collapse 
in 2013. Today, as the US Congress 
will soon revise the GSP policy, 
it should reconsider providing 
facilities to Bangladesh. In that 

case, both the Bangladesh and the 
US can benefit.

As the new Biden administration 
is returning to the multilateral 
forums, including the World Health 
Organization and the Paris accord, 
it is time Bangladesh identified all 
areas of cooperation and take the 
relationship to a higher level, he 
said.

Centre for Policy Dialogue 
Chairman Prof Rehman Sobhan 
said there is a possibility for 
Bangladesh to take its exports to the 
US to $15 billion from $5 billion 
today if GSP facilities are restored.

He said relations with the US 
will depend on the trade. China has 
been expanding its footprint in Asia 
through trade and investment, and 
the US should also do the same.

Prime Minister’s Private Sector 
Industry and Investment Adviser 
Salman F Rahman said as trade 
privileges would not exist after 
Bangladesh graduates from the LDC 
category by 2024, the businesses 
should prepare accordingly to face 
the challenges.

He said it is more a 
communication problem than a 
problem of human rights or labour 
rights violations as “we have zero 

tolerance on corruption, human 
rights and terrorism”.

He said there are “vested 
quarters” behind this and added, 
“We should be careful about them.”

US Ambassador to Bangladesh, 
Earl R Miller, said the US and 
Bangladesh will work together to 
fight the Rohingya crisis, human 
trafficking and climate change 
threats.

There is immense untapped 
potential of trade, he said, adding 
that many US companies are keen 
to invest in Bangladesh. They, 
however, look at the issues of labour 
rights, business environment and 
human rights.

“Democratic institutions, 
human rights, civil society and 
media remain key partners in our 
dynamic relationship,” Miller said.

Former Ambassador Farooq 
Sobhan, who presented the keynote 
paper, said with Biden in power, 
there is more scope for cooperation 
and Bangladesh needs to identify 
the areas of cooperation and work 
accordingly.

He emphasised that more high-
level political engagement is crucial 
to strengthen the relationship.


