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Monisha Begum at her Thai lemon orchard, at Arazi Deshibai village in Jaldhaka upazila of Nilphamari.

Lemon grower succeeds
amid pandemic
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Our CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

The saying “every crisis brings
opportunities” turned out to
be true for Monisha Begum, a
resident of Arazi Deshibai village
in Jaldhaka upazila.

When people all over the world
have been losing their jobs and
livelihoods due to lockdowns
enforced to curb the novel
coronavirus pandemic, Monisha
saw sales of lemon, grown in her
orchard, soar during the same
period.

The demand for lemon and
other vitamin-C enriched produce
rose considerably during the
covid-19 situation, as vitamin-C is
essential in enhancing immunity
to fight viruses.

After getting married to
transport worker Shahabuddin

The demand for lemon and
other vitamin-C enriched
produce rose consider-
ably during the covid-19
situation, as vitamin-C

is essential in enhancing
immunity to fight viruses.

couple realised that they needed a
way to earn extra income in order
to survive.

After some persuasion, her
father-in-law helped her lease two
bighas of land where she started
planting lemon saplings of Thai
variety.

About two years later, when
their son was born, the plants

started to yield fruits, as Monisha
did not stop tending the plants
despite her responsibilities and
chores grew in the household.

“The Thai variety lemon got
popular as it's really juicy and
aromatic. With profits made in the
last three years, I leased more land
and expanded the orchard, which
is now on five bighas of land,” said
Monisha.

The orchard now has 1,500
plants and each plant produces
nearly 70 to 80 lemons annually.
But since the pandemic struck
last year, the demand for lemons
skyrocketed and wholesalers from
near and far have been lining up at
her orchard for lemons, she added.

Lemon trader Abdul Malek,
from the same wupazila, said,
“Supply of lemons from Monisha’s
orchard had always been steady,

even during the off season. I've
been making good profits during
the pandemic as I've been buying
it for Tk 3 to 4 a piece and selling
each for Tk 10 at the retail market.”

Monisha said lemon sales last
year reached Tk 3.5 lakh against a
production cost of Tk 70 thousand.
With the profit, she and her
husband have leased one more
bigha of land for the orchard and
purchased a used power tiller that
they started renting to farmers in
the area.

Three female workers, on daily
wage, now help her at the orchard,
she also said.

Majedul Islam, from Khutamara
village, said, “Seeing Monisha’s
success, many unemployed youths
like me stopped running after jobs
and started making orchards to
grow Thai lemon.”

Hossain Sabuj five years ago, the

MiNTu DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Someone was sweeping. Someone was
picking up garbage. Someone was burning
the waste at a certain place. The scene was
spotted in Saiding Bazar area of Barlekha
upazila in Moulvibazar district on Friday
afternoon. To make their surroundings
spotless, a few youths from Kathaltali
Dakkhin village voluntarily have cleaned
about one kilometer on both sides of
Kathaltoli-Terakuri road.

Sayeeb Ahmed Yaser, organiser of the
event, said Kathaltoli Bazar is widely
known as Saiding Bazar. There was once a
big market in Saiding Bazar. There are three
educational institutions in the area. There
are several grocery stores on both sides of
the road.

From the shops, different types of
garbage, including polythene, are dumped
on both sides of the road, polluting the
surrounding area.

“I have taken the initiative to clean it
out of social responsibility. Later, I shared
the matter with some youths in the area.
They responded. As per the plan, 10-12
youths from the area started cleaning up
Kathaltoli-Terakuri road,” he said.

Shahidul Islam, another organiser of the

in Moulvibazar on Friday.

A youth picks up garbage in Saiding Bazar area of Barlekha upazila

Youths on a mission
to clean road

A group of youths voluntarily cleaned one kilometer
on both sides of Kathaltoli-Terakuri road.

event, said, “We cleaned one kilometer of
the road. We also sprayed disinfectant in
the area. We will continue these activities.”

Rafiq Uddin, a local grocer, said many
people used to clean the shop and throw
dirt along with polythene beside the road.
Some young people from the area have
cleaned up both sides of the road.

“They have also made us aware of this.
From now on, we will burn the waste,” he

said.
Gauch Uddin, a member of the
management committee of Kathaltali

Government Primary School, said “It now
looks very beautiful to see the both sides
of the road after removing the waste from
the area.

He added that no one has cleaned up
like this before. Everyone like them should
come forward to protect the environment
of the area.

Enam Uddin, chairman of Dakshinbhag
Uttar Union Parishad, said the local youths
are really doing wonderful job.

Barlekha Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Shamim Al Imran said any feat can be
achieved if all hands are on the deck and
the youths in the area have proved it by
cleaning the road.

Villagers suffer for want of
permanent bridge

People of 200 families use the shaky bamboo bridge amid risk every

day

Our CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

People of nearly 200 families living
in five villages under Char Jhaukanda
union in Charbhadrasan upazila have
been suffering immensely for years for
want of a concrete bridge over a local
canal.

At present, inhabitant of of Munshi
Dangi, Laskar Dangi, Alimirar village,
Charkalanpur and Char Gopalgpur
villages use the 50-foot temporary
bamboo bridge over the canal to go
to their destinations including the
upazila headquarters.

The condition of the bamboo
bridge, that connects Hasan Fakir Boat
Ghat, is so shabby that it might broke
down anytime, locals said.

They have no alternative but to cross
the shabby bridge risking their lives as
it the only shortcut way to reach the
important places in the upazila as well
as several other neighbouring villages.

During the rainy season locals cross
the canal on small boats, but they
suffers lot during the dry season and
students, elderly patients and local
farmers, who had to carry their goods
to different markets, are the words
sufferer.

Villagers said they make the
bamboo bridge at their own initiatives
spending Tk 15000 every year to
facilitate thousands of commuters.

Mahabubur Rahman, head teacher

Locals use the temporary bamboo bridge on a canal

in Char Jhaukanda union in Faridpur’s Charbhadrasan

upazila amid risk of accident.

of Charkalanpur Government Primary
School, said at least 70 students of his
institution cross the bamboo bridge
daily to attend their school.

Farmer Halim Chowdhury, 59,
of Char Gopalpur village, said many
farmers, who carries their different
agro-products, face troubles every
time they cross the canal using the
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Mridah said they have appealed
to Charbhadrasan Upazila Local
Government Engineering Department
to build a concrete bridge in place of
the existing bamboo bridge several
times but to no heed.

After nearly two weeks
of suspension road
communication through
Rangamati-Khagrachhari
Link Road resumes
yesterday. The Roads and
Highways Department
and Bangladesh Army 20
ECB jointly constructed a
140-feet-long temporary
Bailey bridge next to

the collapsed one. On
January 12, the bridge
collapsed when a stone-
laden truck was crossing
Boro Mohapurom Chhara,
leaving three peoples
killed. PHOTO: STAR
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