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Eminent actor, director and producer 
Kohinoor Akhter Shuchanda was honoured 
with the coveted Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the National Film Awards for the fiscal year 
2019-2020.

However, the actor could not be physically 
present at the event to receive the award, as 
she had recently undergone an open-heart 
surgery.

“I am honoured and overwhelmed with all 
the love that I have received throughout my 
career,” shares the actor. “I feel humbled to 
be recognised for my contribution in the film 
industry.”

Her daughter Lisa Malik received the 
Award on her behalf, while her son, 
Arafat Raihan Opu was supposed to read 
a speech on her behalf – which, according 
to Suchanda, the organisers did not allow 
during the ceremony.

“I wanted my son to convey my thoughts, 
and express how I felt at the moment to 
the honourable Prime Minister and the 
audience,” shared the disappointed actor. 
“However, we felt disheartened that we 
were deprived from that. I believe that the 
organisers are responsible for this, and they 
should have treated the matter seriously.”

According to Suchanda, even the reason 
behind her absence was not announced to the 
audience at the event. “It saddens me that the 
Prime Minister will never know why I could 
not be present at the ceremony,” she says.

Suchanda began her career with National 
Film Award and Ekushey Padak winning 
filmmaker Subhash Dutta’s “Kagojer Nouka” 
in 1966. 

She was featured in iconic films like 
“Behula”, “Shuorani Duorani” and “Jibon 
Theke Neya”—all directed by Zahir Raihan. 

The films are considered landmark projects in 
Bangladeshi cinema.

The actor has worked in more than one 
hundred films in her illustrious career. Some 
of her other notable works include “Dhirey 
Boho Meghna”, “Chawa Pawa”, “Noyontara”, 
“Je Agune Puri”, “Kacher Shwargo”, and “Asru 
Diye Lekha”.

Internationally acclaimed actor Babita and 
noted actor Champa are her younger siblings.

She produced films like “Taka Ana Pai” 
and “Protishodh”, among others. Shuchanda 
made her directorial debut with “Shobuj 
Coat Kalo Choshma”, while she received a 
National Film Award in 2005 for producing 
and directing the film “Hajar Bochhor 
Dhore”, based on Zahir Raihan’s novel of the 
same name.

Suchanda reminisced the struggles during 
the Liberation War and her career during the 
golden period of Bengali cinema. “When my 
husband, Zahir Raihan, went missing, I had 
no place to go, and my sons were too young,” 
she said. “At the time, Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman gave me support. I am 
indebted to him.” 

On being asked if she ever thought about 
making a biopic on her own life, the actor 
says, “It is not that I have never thought of 
it. However, I would be happy if a young 
and talented filmmaker in our country does 
it,” smiles the actor, who says that she is 
considering writing an autobiography in 
the future.
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National Film Award-
winning actor Abdur 
Razzak, fondly known as 
Nayak Raj Razzak, was 
one of the most beloved 
actors of the Bangladeshi 
film industry. He ruled over 
the silver screen and many 
hearts with his memorable 
performances. Today is the 
legendary actor’s 79th birth 
anniversary. 

The actor used to spend this day at his 
Gulshan residence with his grandchildren. 
However, the celebrations were often 
graced by many, especially his peers, co-
stars, and crew members, who came to 
wish him on the auspicious occasion. 

Minutes would turn into hours as they 
would get together and commemorate his  
journey in films, starting from playing the 
lead in Zahir Raihan’s “Behula”. Razzak 
was part of blockbusters such as  “Rongbaj” 
(1974), “Ki Je Kori” (1976), “Ashikkhito” 
(1978), “Boro Bhalo Lok Chhilo” (1982), 
“Chandranath” (1984) and “Jogajog” 
(1988), among many others.

The actor had once invited all his 
friends from the industry, and journalists 
to his house to celebrate his birthday. 
After the cake was cut, the star walked 
from table to table, serving his guests 
personally. He wished to live with the love 
of his fans by his side.

His birthday is still celebrated by his 
wife, children, and grandchildren at his 
residence. “We look back on our moments 
with him, and his grandchildren cut 
his birthday cake,” shares Razzak’s son 
Shomrat. “We miss him every minute. His 
absence will always be there, but he will 
live on through his work.”

“We used to celebrate this day in a 
very grand way,” shares noted actor and 
Member of Parliament Farooque. “Nayak 
Raj Razzak is a legend who cannot be 
forgotten. I cherish my friendship with 
him.” 

Razzak’s onscreen chemistry with 
renowned actor Farida Akhtar Poppy, 
known by her stage name Babita, gifted 
their fans with timeless movies. “I have 
always considered him family, and I grieve 
his death even today,” shares Babita. “I am 
especially emotional on his birthday, and 
miss him dearly.” 
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In fond memory of 
Nayak Raj Razzak

Razzak and Babita.Kabori and Razzak.

Razzak during his prime.
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The Bangladeshi film industry faced many 
obstacles, as movie theatres were closed for 
most of last year. Although cinema halls 
are open now, the audience turnout is still 
very low. As several new films are lining 
up for release in 2021, the anticipation 
might slowly bring the audience back to 
movie theatres. We take a look at some 
Bangladeshi films that are expected to 
release this year.

Directed by Gias Uddin Selim, “Paap 
Punno”, featuring Siam Ahmed and 
Shahnaz Sumi in the lead roles, is expected 
to release this year. The film also features 
Chanchal Chowdhury, Afsana Mimi, 
Fazlur Rahman Babu, and Farzana Chumki 
among others.

“I believe that this project will be one 
of the most talked about films of the year,” 
shares Gias Uddin Selim.

Directed by Raihan Rafi, the film, 
“Damal”, is also expected to release this 
year. It features Siam Ahmed and Bidya 
Sinha Mim in the lead roles.

“Sfulingo”, directed by Tauquir Ahmed, 
featuring Pori Moni, Mamo, Mamunur 
Rashid, and Rownak Hasan, is also 
expected to release this year. 

Director Dipankar Dipon, acclaimed 
for his film, “Dhaka Attack”, is gearing up 
for his much-anticipated film, “Operation 
Sundarban.” Featuring Siam Ahmed, Riaz, 
Roshan and Nusrat Faaria in the lead roles, 
this film is also on the line for release. 
“The film is the result of our hard work 
and honesty, and we are confident that the 
audience will love the outcome,” expresses 
Dipankar Dipon.

“Shaan”, directed by M A Rahim is 
expected to hit theatres this year. The film 
features Siam Ahmed, Puja Cherry, and 
Taskin Rahman among other actors.

The much-anticipated Arifin Shuvoo 
starrer “Mission Extreme”,  a police action-
thriller co-directed by Sunny Sanwar and 
Faisal Ahmed, was supposed to hit theatres 
during Eid-Ul-Fitr last year. However, the 

movie’s release was pushed back. 
Featuring Chanchal Chowdhury, 

the upcoming film“Hawa”, directed by 
Mejbaur Rahman Sumon, is a tale about 
fishermen whose lives are intertwined with 
the sea. 

Directed by Ashraf Shishir, the film, 
“570”, featuring Bappy Chowdhury will 
also be released this year. “I hope this film 
will introduce me in a different light to 
the audience. It will be one of the most 
highlighted films of the year,” shares 
Bappy.

“Tungipara’r Miabhai”, directed by 
Selim Khan, will feature Dighi in the 
lead role. Shamim Ahamed Roni has 
written the screenplay of the film, which 
will be released commemorating “Mujib 
Borsho”.

“Casino”, featuring Nirab and Bubly 
as an on-screen pair for the first time, is 

directed by Saikat Nasir and is expected to 
release this year.

Directed by Nader Chowdhury, “Jinn”, 
was scheduled for release last year, but 
all was postponed due to the pandemic. 
Featuring Mahiya Mahi and Sajal together 
for the first time, the film is set to hit 
theatres this year.

Featuring Jaya Ahsan and Ferdous, the 
film, “Beauty Circus”, directed by Mahmud 
Didar, is also set for release this year.

“Bhalobasha Zindabad”, featuring Apu 
Biswas and Bappy Chowdhury, has been 
on the line for release for some time. The 
film is directed by Debashish Biswas.

With several forthcoming films, cinema 
theatres are hoping to see a change in 
audience participation.
........................................................................
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