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Border people suffer for
years for want of bridge

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

People from 102 families at Nakharjan
border in Kurigram’s Phulbari upazila have
been crossing the wooden bridge over the
Nilkamal river for years as no initiative was
taken to build a concrete bridge there.

The border people use the 50-foot-long
and six-foot-wide shaky bridge to reach the
mainland amid risk of accident, said locals.

There is international boundary line
between border pillars 940 and 941 adjacent
to the bridge.

Villagers said although Nilkamal is a
small river, it is flooded during high tide in
the monsoon. But it is completely dried up
during the dry season. People of Nakharjan
border village, who depend on agriculture
for their livelihood, suffer a lot due to the
lack of a concrete bridge over the river.

Farmer Anisur Rahman said there was a
wooden bridge over the river till 1987. The
wooden bridge was no longer built since it
collapsed. Later, they had to cross a bamboo-
made bridge on the river for many years.

In 2016, the wooden bridge was rebuilt
with the help of the chairman and members
of the local union parishad and villagers,

but the authorities concerned are yet to take
any initiative to build a concrete bridge there
despite repeated pleas, said Anisur.

Another local resident Ashraful Haque,
48, said besides them, Indian people who
are living outside the barbed wire fence at
the border also use the bridge. At least 600
people live there.

When the gate of the barbed wire fence
is closed in the evening, these Indian
inhabitants use this wooden bridge to
come to Bangladesh’s market for buying
necessities, he said, adding that it is an
example of harmony between Bangladesh
and India set by the bridge.

‘We can't always travel to the mainland of
India through the barbed wire fence’s gate.
All the people of the Bangladeshi border
village Nakharjan are known to us. We
also use the wooden bridge to come to the
market in Bangladesh and buy the necessary
things, said Abdus Samad Khan, a farmer
from the Indian border village Seuti Part-2.

Harunur Rashid, chairman of Phulbari
Sadar Union Parishad, said concrete bridge
over Nilkamal is not being built as the law
prohibits construction of any infrastructure
at the border.

People at bordering Nakharjan village in Kurigram’s Phulbari upazila cross the

Nilkamal river on the shaky wooden bridge amid risk.
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Rows of mud houses are still visible at Deshigram village of Tarash upazila in
Sirajganj. There are about 350 of such houses in the village.
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Where people proudly live in
mud houses

The affordable and all-weather houses are still popular in a village called Deshigram
for their natural cooling effect in summer and warmth in winter

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Just as its name implies, Deshigram
in Tarash upazila of Sirajganj is
truly a traditional village as most
of its inhabitants are still carrying
on a centuries-old tradition of
living in mud houses.

The village has a little over four
hundred houses, and majority of
those, more or less 350, are made
of mud.

In not so distant past, mud
houses were a common site in rural
Bangladesh, especially in the north.
Industrialisation and availability
of modern construction materials
slowly replaced most mud houses
with brick or corrugated tin houses
elsewhere in the country. But that
did not happen in Deshigram.

The village has a little
over four hundred
houses, and majority of
those, more or less 350,
are made of mud.

It is not that the inhabitants of
Deshigram cannot afford modern
materials to build their houses. But
they live in mud houses by choice,
and for some practical reasons.

“Mud  houses are more
comfortable [than houses built
with other materials] in both hot
and cold temperatures and this
prompted me to replace my tin-

wall house with a mud house,”
said villager Mozammel Haque, a
farmer by profession.

When his old house, on
four decimals of land, needed
restructuring, he decided to make
a weather-proof house by tearing
down the old one and building a
new mud house with four rooms
in it.

“During hot summer days it
feels cool inside a mud house
and in the winter time it's warm.
We may not have air conditioners,
but we feel quite comfortable in
our mud houses,” Mozammel said
with a smile.

Most Deshigram residents said
they are happily living in mud
houses, as they did not need to
spend all their lifesavings for a

comfortable home.

Biraj Uddin, another resident
of the village, said a brick building
with two rooms costs about Tk 2
to 2.5 lakh while a two-room tin
structure costs Tk 1 to 1.5 lakh
and a mud house, with the same
number of rooms, costs only Tk 60
thousand to 80 thousand.

“A° mud house provides
affordable living and comfort all
year round, but one doesn’t need
to loan money to build a mud
house. It's our pride,” he added.

The mud house is so popular
in the area that even 48 out of 50
houses, made of corrugated iron
sheets, donated by the government
to the destitute, have been
converted into mud houses.

e-Re-Tender Notice

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the

procurement of goods. Details below in the table.

Sl. Tender Ref. Tender ID Tender description Publication Opening
No. No. (From date and date and
e-GP Portal) time fime
1 37.03.0000.070.007. 537223 Supply and installation 21-Jan- 08-Feb-
203.020.308 of  Welding  and | 202112:00 | 2021 12:00
Date: 13.01.2021 Fabrication Trade
Equipments  for 10
Technical School and
College at Different
Upazillas.
2 | 37.03.0000.070.07-46 536976 Supply and Installation 21-Jan- 08-Feb-
Date: 12.01.2021 of Office Equipments | 202112:00 | 2021 13:00
for 25 Technical School
and College  at
Different Upazillas.

offline/hard copies will be accepted.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is

required.

The fees for downloading the e-GP tender documents from the National e-G
deposited online through any registered bank's branches up to specified date &
System.

helpdesk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any on all tenders.

GD-137

P System Portal have to be
time mentioned in the e-GP

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP
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e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (https://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of works as

Tender
ID No.

Package

No. Description of works

Online (e-GP
System)
tender
closing date
& time

Online (e-
GP System)
tender
publication
date & ime

1) Part-A: Construction of RCC Road at the North side bank
of Dakatia River from College Para Yousuf Master House fo
Laksam Sreeang Road (Ch. 00m-1000.0m), including 01
No. Single Vent Box Culvert (Size 4.0m x 4.0m at Ch.
420.0m) & 100.0m RCC Palisading in Ward No. 6 under
Laksam Pourashava, Dist: Cumilla; Part-B: Construction of
RCC Road at the North side bank of Dakatia River from
College Para Yousuf Master House to Laksam Sreeang
Road (Ch. 00m-1000.0m), including 01 No. Single Vent Box
Culvert (Size 4.0m x 4.0m) at Ch. 420.0m & 100.0m RCC
Palisading in Ward No. 6 under Laksam Pourashava, Dist:
Cumilla (2) (a) Construction of RCC Road from North side
bank of Dakatia River a Near Seru Mia house to Laksam
Sreeang Road near Anowarul Hog Shop (Ch. 00-360.0m)
(b) Near Mafij Shop to Laksam Sreeang Road near
Mohammad Ali Shop (Ch. 00-285.0m) (c) To Colony Link
Road (Ch. 00-100.0m) (d) Near Kalchand Shop to Laksam
Sreeang Road near Eshak Mia House (Ch. 00-445.0m),
including 100.0m RCC Palisaing in Ward No. 6 under
Laksam Pourashava Dist: Cumilla.

IUIDP-2/

538500 LAK/P-24

21-Jan-2021
11:00

10-Feb-2021
14:00

These are an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies

required.

(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) also from E-mail: engr_jasim@yahoo.com.
E

GD-136

will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (https://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk

ngr. Jasim Uddin Ahmed
Executive Engineer
Phone: +880-803251195
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