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Man to die 
for killing 
wife
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

A court here yesterday 
sentenced a man to death 
in connection with a case 
for killing his wife in 2013.  

The convict, Imtiaj 
Hossain alias Diamond, 
37, is son of late SM Azim 
Uddin of Munshipara 
area in Thakurgaon 
municipality. 

Thakurgaon District and 
Session Judge Mamunur 
Rashid also fined the 
convict Tk 1 lakh.    

Moreover, the court 
sentenced another accused 
Asad Hossain, 28, to life 
term imprisonment for 
assisting Diamond in the 
killing and fined him Tk 3 
lakh.

According to prosecution, 
Imtiaj strangled his wife 
Faria Akhter Mumu, 24, at 
their house on August 1, 
2013.  

Later, he and his 
accomplice Asad hanged 
the body from a beam of his 
room to stage the murder as 
suicide.

Tourist dies 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

A young man fell sick while 
taking bath at Kuakata 
beach and died yesterday.

The victim, Bablu, was 
son of late Muslim Miah 
of Dhopakata village in 
Jhenidah Sadar upazila, 
Officer in Charge (OC) of 
Mohipur Police Station 
Moniramnazzaman said. 

 Quoting witnesses, 
police said a group of 55 
tourists arrived in Kuakata 
yesterday morning.

Around 12:00noon, 
three to four of them, 
including Babul, went to 
the beach to take a bath. 

At one stage of bating, 
Babul fell to the ground and 
went fainted.

Locals rescued Babul 
and took him to Kuakata 
Hospital, where the doctors 
declared him dead, the OC 
added.

Border people suffer for 
years for want of bridge
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

People from 102 families at Nakharjan 
border in Kurigram’s Phulbari upazila have 
been crossing the wooden bridge over the 
Nilkamal river for years as no initiative was 
taken to build a concrete bridge there.

The border people use the 50-foot-long 
and six-foot-wide shaky bridge to reach the 
mainland amid risk of accident, said locals. 

There is international boundary line 
between border pillars 940 and 941 adjacent 
to the bridge.  

Villagers said although Nilkamal is a 
small river, it is flooded during high tide in 
the monsoon. But it is completely dried up 
during the dry season. People of Nakharjan 
border village, who depend on agriculture 
for their livelihood, suffer a lot due to the 
lack of a concrete bridge over the river.

Farmer Anisur Rahman said there was a 
wooden bridge over the river till 1987. The 
wooden bridge was no longer built since it 
collapsed. Later, they had to cross a bamboo-
made bridge on the river for many years. 

In 2016, the wooden bridge was rebuilt 
with the help of the chairman and members 
of the local union parishad and villagers, 

but the authorities concerned are yet to take 
any initiative to build a concrete bridge there 
despite repeated pleas, said Anisur.

Another local resident Ashraful Haque, 
48, said besides them, Indian people who 
are living outside the barbed wire fence at 
the border also use the bridge. At least 600 
people live there.

When the gate of the barbed wire fence 
is closed in the evening, these Indian 
inhabitants use this wooden bridge to 
come to Bangladesh’s market for buying 
necessities, he said, adding that it is an 
example of harmony between Bangladesh 
and India set by the bridge. 

‘We can’t always travel to the mainland of 
India through the barbed wire fence’s gate. 
All the people of the Bangladeshi border 
village Nakharjan are known to us. We 
also use the wooden bridge to come to the 
market in Bangladesh and buy the necessary 
things,’ said Abdus Samad Khan, a farmer 
from the Indian border village Seuti Part-2. 

Harunur Rashid, chairman of Phulbari 
Sadar Union Parishad, said concrete bridge 
over Nilkamal is not being built as the law 
prohibits construction of any infrastructure 
at the border.

People at bordering Nakharjan village in Kurigram’s Phulbari upazila cross the 

Nilkamal river on the shaky wooden bridge amid risk. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY 

Where people proudly live in 
mud houses

The affordable and all-weather houses are still popular in a village called Deshigram 
for their natural cooling effect in summer and warmth in winter

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Just as its name implies, Deshigram 
in Tarash upazila of Sirajganj is 
truly a traditional village as most 
of its inhabitants are still carrying 
on a centuries-old tradition of 
living in mud houses.

The village has a little over four 
hundred houses, and majority of 
those, more or less 350, are made 
of mud.

In not so distant past, mud 
houses were a common site in rural 
Bangladesh, especially in the north. 
Industrialisation and availability 
of modern construction materials 
slowly replaced most mud houses 
with brick or corrugated tin houses 
elsewhere in the country. But that 
did not happen in Deshigram.

It is not that the inhabitants of 
Deshigram cannot afford modern 
materials to build their houses. But 
they live in mud houses by choice, 
and for some practical reasons.   

“Mud houses are more 
comfortable [than houses built 
with other materials] in both hot 
and cold temperatures and this 
prompted me to replace my tin-

wall house with a mud house,” 
said villager Mozammel Haque, a 
farmer by profession.

When his old house, on 
four decimals of land, needed 
restructuring, he decided to make 
a weather-proof house by tearing 
down the old one and building a 
new mud house with four rooms 
in it.     

“During hot summer days it 
feels cool inside a mud house 
and in the winter time it’s warm. 
We may not have air conditioners, 
but we feel quite comfortable in 
our mud houses,” Mozammel said 
with a smile.

Most Deshigram residents said 
they are happily living in mud 
houses, as they did not need to 
spend all their lifesavings for a 

comfortable home.
Biraj Uddin, another resident 

of the village, said a brick building 
with two rooms costs about Tk 2 
to 2.5 lakh while a two-room tin 
structure costs Tk 1 to 1.5 lakh 
and a mud house, with the same 
number of rooms, costs only Tk 60 
thousand to 80 thousand.    

“A mud house provides 
affordable living and comfort all 
year round, but one doesn’t need 
to loan money to build a mud 
house. It’s our pride,” he added. 

The mud house is so popular 
in the area that even 48 out of 50 
houses, made of corrugated iron 
sheets, donated by the government 
to the destitute, have been 
converted into mud houses. 

The village has a little 

over four hundred 

houses, and majority of 

those, more or less 350, 

are made of mud.
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Govt now looking for alternatives
FROM PAGE 1

the [Bangladesh] embassies in this 
regard. In the present situation, it 
is not possible to send labourers 
temporarily to South East Asian 
countries, including South Korea 
and Singapore. However, sending 
workers to Middle Eastern countries 
has started at the desired level,” 
she told parliament while replying 
to a query from Jatiya Party MP 
Shameem Haider Patwari.

About alternative labour markets, 
the PM said 50 Bangladeshi workers 
obtained Romanian work visas in 
October last year and another 260 
work visas was under process by the 
Romanian government.

Hasina said 240 skilled workers 
were sent to Uzbekistan for the first 
time on November 7 last year. They 
are working at a project under an 
engineering company in Qarshi, 
Uzbekistan.

“Besides, another 648 
Bangladeshi workers will be sent to 
Uzbekistan. Efforts are underway to 
export manpower to that country in 
other sectors.”

The leader of the House said there 
are bright prospects for Bangladesh’s 
labour market in Africa, specially 
in Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, 
Zambia, Tanzania and Libya.

She said the government has 
taken various measurers to send 
back the Bangladeshi expatriates 

who lost their jobs abroad during 
the pandemic and could not return 
to their workplace after getting stuck 
at home. The government is making 
it happen through creating new 
employment opportunities for the 
expatriates.

In this connection, Hasina said 
the government was communicating 
with foreign ministers of different 
manpower recruiting countries.

“Importance is being given on 
three issues -- ensuring minimum 
food and health facilities for the 
sacked expatriates, sending them 
home after paying six month’s 
salaries and allowances and 
other benefits, and requesting the 
destination countries to set up 
Covid-19 recovery and respond 
fund to create employment and 
small industries in those countries,” 
she added.
FINANCIAL SETBACK AVOIDED
Responding to another query, 
Hasina said special measures taken 
by her government in view of the 
pandemic to protect people’s lives 
and tackle the economic crisis arising 
from it have helped Bangladesh 
avoid the global financial setback.

“The government’s special 
measures for tackling the crisis 
have kept the country’s economy 
normal,” she added.

The PM said Bangladesh would 
be the 25th largest economy in 

the world by 2035 if its present 
economic evolution continues, 
according to the Economic League 
Table of the British economic 
research organisation, “Centre for 
Economics and Business Research”.

Hasina said Bangladesh last 
year registered a 5.24 percent GDP 
growth rate. The previous year, the 
figure was 8.15 percent, which was 
the highest in the country’s history.

She said the government since the 
beginning of the outbreak handled 
the situation cautiously and that is 
why Bangladesh has witnessed more 
success than many others countries 
in terms of number of infected 
people, death rate and economic 
losses.

Talking about coronavirus 
vaccine, the PM said the vaccine 
procurement process was underway 
and the vaccination would start 
soon in the country.
FISH PRODUCTION
Responding to a query from Awami 
League MP Ali Azam, the premier 
said Bangladesh has attained self-
sufficiency in fish production by 
boosting up the production by over 
50 percent in the last 11 years due to 
effective and timely measures taken 
by her successive governments.

“Bangladesh produced 43.84 
lakh tonnes of fish in 2019-20 
fiscal year which was 62.31 percent 
higher than that of fiscal year 2008-

09 [27.01 lakh tonnes].” 
Hasina said Bangladesh has 

improved its ranking to the second 
place in the world in terms of 
producing fresh water fish as 
per the report of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations.

Each person in the country now 
eats 62.25gm of fish daily against 
the demand of 60gm, she added.

8 more die, 656 
infected with 
Covid in a day
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh saw a daily infection 
rate of 4.26 percent with 656 new 
cases reported until early yesterday.

The country recorded a daily 
infection rate of 5.49 percent on 
January 18, 4.90 percent on January 
14, 8.29 percent on January 10, 
7.52 percent on January 4, and 8.18 
percent on January 1. 

Bangladesh has recorded 
529,687 cases so far. And the 
country’s fatality number rose 
to 7,950 and death rate to 1.50 
percent, with eight Covid-19 deaths 
in those 24 hours, since the first 
fatality was reported on March 18. 


