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ONE BANK

M Fakhrul Alam, managing director of ONE Bank, opens a sub-branch at Zirani Bazar in Dhaka yesterday.

ASIATIC MINDSHARE

Lawmaker Asaduzzaman Noor, senior vice chairman of Asiatic Mindshare, Morshed Alam, managing director, and 

Iresh Zaker, a director, cuts a cake to celebrate its 20th anniversary in Dhaka.

Turkey 
keen to 
invest  
in SEZ
FROM PAGE B4

Present bilateral trade 
volume between Turkey 
and Bangladesh is around 
$1 billion and Bangladesh’s 
yearly jute export to Turkey 
worth about $300 million. 

“An MoU will soon 
be signed between the 
Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry and the 
Foreign Economic 
Relations Board of Turkey,” 
the envoy said.

Talking about Turkish 
investment in near future, 
he said a leading Turkish 
company Aygazis is coming 
up with a big investment 
for the liquefied petroleum 
gas sector in Chattogram.

The envoy disclosed 
his plan about initiating 
a Turkey-Bangladesh 
Business Platform soon 
to bring business leaders 
of both the countries 
together for better business 
understanding and 
cooperation.

BSEC

Shibli Rubayat-Ul-Islam, chairman of the Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission, AKM Delwer Hussain, 

president of the South Asian Federation of Accountants, and Md Jasim Uddin Akond, president of the Institute of 

Cost and Management Accountants of Bangladesh (ICMAB), attend a discussion on “Artificial Intelligence and 

Blockchain Applications in Capital Market” organised by the ICMAB on January 19.

Pumpkin farming 
gets popular 
FROM PAGE B4

There are now lots of hybrid seeds 
of ACI, Brac, Laal Teer and other 
companies in the market. The 
farmers are collecting these seeds 
and cultivating them in the char 
areas and get to harvest within 45 
days of planting, Ahmed said.

When asked about the problems 
of getting loans from banks, Ahmed 
said that some government banks 
are giving loans to the char farmers 
at 4 per cent interest. 

“We always urge the bank to give 
farmers loans,” he added.

According to the DAE, farmers of 
Bogura district cultivated pumpkins 
on a total of 805 hectares this winter.  

Govt goes tough on raw jute hoarders
FROM PAGE B1

Jute is now sold at Tk 4,200 a maund in 
Faridpur, the country’s largest grower 
of the fibre, up from Tk 2,200-2,400 in 
the July-August period.

Export earnings from jute and jute 
goods increased 30.56 per cent year-
on-year to $668.11 million in the 
July-December period of the 2020-21 
fiscal year, which is also 19.29 per cent 
higher than the target.

The government is also working 
to ensure a stable supply of jute 
seeds to help the country reach its 
jute production target for the current 
season, the minister said.

The agriculture ministry and 
the jute and textiles ministry have 
jointly prepared a five-year roadmap 
to make Bangladesh self-sufficient 
in production of quality jute seeds, 

he said.
“The government will start 

implementing the roadmap from this 
season and it will be implemented in 
the next five years. If everything goes 
according to plan, Bangladesh will be 
self-sufficient in high quality jute seeds 
production by 2025.” 

Under the annual development 
plan, a project for the production and 
distribution of modern jute and jute 
seeds is now ongoing in 230 upazilas 
of 46 districts.

Each year, 153,000 jute growers are 
getting directly benefitted under the 
project while the number of indirect 
beneficiaries include 612,000 farmers 
and their families.

Textiles and Jute Secretary Lokman 
Hossain Mia was also present in the 
meeting.  
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