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Livelihood of 2,000 Kurigram
fishermen in jeopardy

They are not bemg allowed to go ﬁshmg in Chaklrpasha river

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Sixty-year-old Lalchand Das lives on
fishing in the Chakirpasha river of
Kurigram’s Rajarhat upazila. Like him,
2000 people from 420 fishing families
have been making a living by fishing in
the river for years.

But this year, they are not being allowed
to go fishing in the river as a group of local
influential people, led by Abu Bakkar, got
lease of the river, said the fishermen.

Das said he has been earning his
livelihood by fishing in the river all the
year round. But this year, he is not able to
go fishing in the river.

If he does not get a chance to catch fish
in Chakirpasha, he will have to sell his
fishing nets and join work as day labourer,
said Das.

Tara Bala Das, 65, a widow from
Chandamari Daspara, said she has been
fishing in the river since childhood. She
raised her children by fishing. But this
year, the men of the leasee of the river
asked them not to go fishing.

She has also urged the authorities
concerned to take immediate steps in this
regard so that they can catch fish in the
river again.

Jogen Chandra Das, president of the
Chakirpasha Fishermen's Association,
said the local administration has been
leasing the Chakirpasha river since 1996.
Usually, fishermen get the lease of the
river and make a living by fishing.

“But this year, those got the lease of
the river are not the members of their
community. They have kept the whole
river under their control. Fishermen are
not allowed to go fishing in the river.
We are helpless now. Many have already
left their ancestral profession and started
working as day labourers,” said Jogen Das.

Contacted, Abu Bakkar said as he has
recently taken lease of the river following
the government rules, he will not allow
others to catch fish in the river.

Fishermen are upset as the leasee of the Chakirpasha river in the Kurigram’s Rajarhat upazila is not
allowing them to catch fish in the river. Inset, the leasee has built a house in the river from where

his men are patrolling the area.

Out of 306 acres of land of the river,
164.71 acres have been grabbed till now,
said sources at local administration.

Dr Tuhin Wadud, coordinator of
Chakirpasha River Protection Committee,
said the National River Protection
Commission has directed the district
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5 to die for
killing ex-UP
member

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

A Manikganj court yesterday
sentenced five people to
death in connection with
a case for killing a former
union  parishad  (UP)
member in Ghior upazila
in 2013.

The convicts are Manjur
Rahman, 30, Moazzem
Hossain, 38, Babul Mia, 39,
Azizul Haque, 25, and Feli
Begum, 21. They all hail from
Fulhara village in the upazila.

After  examining 14
witnesses, Manikganj
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Shahana
Haque Siddika handed
down the verdict in
presence of all the accused
around 12:30pm.

The court also acquitted
13 other accused in the case
as charges brought against
them could not be proved,
Public Prosecutor Afsarul
Islam said.

According to the case
statement, there had been
a land dispute between the
convicts and former UP
member Ashraf Ali Dewan,
50, of the village.

As a sequel, the convicts
beat up Ashraf with
hammer and sticks of June
16 in 2013.

Injured Ashraf died at a
private clinic in Dhaka the
following day.

On June 19, victim's
brother Mansur Ali filed
a murder case with Ghior

administration to save the river from
grabbers.

Rajarhat Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Noor-e-Tasneem said Chakirpasha
is a beel, not a river in the official list.
The water body has been leased out
to the highest bidder from the deputy

commissioner’s office. Major portion of
land in the beel has been occupied by
grabbers.

They will conduct eviction drive after
getting permission from the district
administration, said the UNO.

Kurigram Deputy Commissioner

(DC) Rezaul Karim said he has received

a letter from the National River
Protection Commission. He will reply
to the commission’s letter soon.
Replying to a query, the DC further
said he will take immediate steps to
resolve the problem of the fishermen.

Police Station accusing 25
people.

After investigation,
Sub Inspector Hasmat Ali
submitted the charge-sheet
against 18 people on May
31, 2014.
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WOITYy farmers in P1ro1pur

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

When vegetable farmers in Pirojpur
were getting ready to bounce back
from the losses they incurred due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, inclement
weather forced them to refrain from
preparing the land for cultivation.

But now, after they started to
harvest the produce with the hope
to recover their losses, the wholesale
prices have dropped unexpectedly.

The prices of almost all winter
vegetables -- especially tomato,
cauliflower, cabbage and aubergine
(brinjal or egg plant) -- have fallen
sharply over the last couple of weeks,
said farmers.

Presently, depending on the
item, each kilogram of vegetable is
being sold for between Tk 4 and 6
at wholesale markets. The prices of
the same items at retail markets are
around Tk 15 now.

Wholesale price of a kg of tomato
is now between Tk 4 and 5. But its
price was Tk 60 at the beginning of
the season.

“The price of tomato starts to fall
towards the end of the season every
year, but it never falls more than Tk 20
per kg,” said farmer Enamul Sheikh
from Baniari village in Nazirpur
upazila.

The prices are dipping most likely
because there have been a few buyers
as opposed to a good supply of
vegetables at the wholesale markets,
he also said.

Now it is a challenge to recover

A farmer plucks tomatoes from a garden in Baniari village of Pirojpur’s
Nazirpur upazila. Despite a good harvest, winter vegetable farmers in the

district are experiencing a massive fall in prices this season.

the production cost, let alone making
profit, said Chinmoy Roy, another
farmer from the same village.

Jagadish Chandra Roy, an elderly
farmer in the village, said he never saw
such price fall in 25 years.

“We did not face so much trouble
in the past when vegetable prices fell
because back then both production
cost and prices were low,” he said,
adding that the cost to cultivate one
bigha of land is now at least Tk 30,000.

The price of cauliflower or brinjal
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at the local wholesale market is
below Tk 6 now. At such low prices, it
is difficult to pay a farm labourer Tk
600 every day and at the same time
recover the production cost of the
produce, he added.

Bijan Krishna Howlader, sub
assistant agriculture officer in Nazirpur
upazila, said they did their best to help
farmers reap a good harvest and that
is why vegetable production has been
good this time despite poor weather
conditions.
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