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HousING FOR HOMELESS IN SRIMANGAL

Family needs, local
conditions ignored in design

Our CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

The government, to mark Mujib
Barsho -- the birth centenary of
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman -- this year,
is going to hand over thousands of
houses to the homeless all across the
country.

In Moulvibazar alone, under the
first phase of Ashrayan-2 project of
the Prime Minister's Office, it will
hand over 1,126 houses on January
23 this year.

However, such a great initiative
might not bring smiles to the 300
recipients in Srimangal upazila.

Even though annual rainfall
records in Srimangal remain in the
top five figures of all upazilas in
the country, the government land
where most of these houses are being
built in Srimangal is surrounded
by hillocks, covered in natural
vegetation or tea plantations, and
is prone to flash floods as well as
attacks by wild animals.

But instead of
local environment, climate
or topographical aspects into
consideration, the houses in the
upazila are being constructed right
beside the hillocks and without

taking the

constructing any elevated platform
or foundation.

During a visit to Srimangal’s
Bishamani area, where 27 houses are
being built under Ashrayan-2, this
correspondent came across many of

the structures that were erected right
at the bottom of hills of different
sizes.

According to the architectural
design, each unit for one family is
allocated 285 square feet of area --
with two bedrooms, one kitchen, one
toilet and one veranda. The estimated
cost of construction for each unit is
Tk 1.71 lakh.

Without using reinforced cement
concrete (RCC) columns or beams
embedded with steel rebars, the
exterior wall and foundations of the
structures are being made of plain
bricks, keeping the base platforms
of the houses no higher than 1.5 feet
from the ground.

Sadek Mia, a local, said the houses
will not be suitable for human
habitation as not only the rooms
in each unit are too small, but the
houses, built in close proximity
to hill slopes, are also likely to be
flooded during flash floods triggered
by downpour in the monsoon.

Moreover, the houses may not
withstand mudslides from the hills
or flooding during the wet season, as
foundations of the houses were not
dug deep enough below the ground,
he also speculated.

Many locals said the size of each
room -- about nine feet by eight feet
-- are so inhumanely small that a
person will not even be able to set
foot in any of the rooms after placing
a small bed there, let alone placing

any other furniture.

The size of the kitchen and the
toilet are also extremely small for a
regular family, they also said.

Bhanu Lal Roy, chairman
of Srimangal Union Parishad
and a member of the project
implementation committee, said
the houses are not strong enough to
withstand natural forces and its small
size will only cause great sufferings to
the inhabitants.

No family can live in such
condition, especially where the
rooms are so small. The size of the
units should be extended a little bit
so a family of four can live there
easily, he added.

Abdul Al Magsood Sabib, owner
of a construction firm named
Anjum Construction, said in order
to ensure viability as well as proper
living conditions for the occupants
of a project, local climate or
topographical aspects of different
parts of the country should be taken
into consideration while designing
each housing facility.

Contacted, Srimangal Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Nazrul Islam, who
is also the president of the Project
Implementation Committee in the
upazila, said although he personally
agrees to the idea of designing
housing facilities according to local
needs, but there has been no scope
of deviating from the design that was
provided by the higher authorities.

Houses for the homeless being built right at the bottom of slopes
of hillocks, in Bishamani area of Srimangal upazila in Moulvibazar.

The photo was taken recently.
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Covid-19 hand wash
basins lie useless for

lack of care

Our CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Washing hands is one of the major
preventions that can help people from
getting infected from the deadly virus,
but most of the hand wash basins, set up
in different public places of Nilphamari
when the first wave of Covid-19 hit the
country last year, are not working.

When frequent hand washing has
become a mandatory practice, the basins
in the district are lying in a neglected
condition, said locals.

Department of  Public  Health
Engineering (DPHE) at the initial stage
of the pandemic in April-May installed
28 hand wash basins at different crowded
places in all six upazilas of the district.

Of them, 13 have been set up in Sadar
upazila and the rest in five upazilas at a
cost of Tk 8.40 lakh.

With a second wave of the virus waiting
to break out, this correspondent recently
visited different public places to see the
condition of the basins and found many
of the basins lying useless.

At many places, there is no arrangement
of water supply and in some points there
is either no soap or the water taps are
damaged. Only a few basins are working
but those may go out of order at anytime.

A basin is set up in the district’s biggest
market Dhelapir haat near Saidpur

municipality but it is lying in neglect for a

long time as its two water taps have been
broken.

Sabed Ali, 50, a tea stall owner in the
market beside the basin, said “Just one
week after installation of the basin, the
both taps got damaged.”

This correspondent also witnessed
weeds and grass grown inside the basin
as no official came to repair it since its
installation.

Another  basin  near  important
Bangabandhu chattar in the district town is
also not working for want of water and soap
as the water supply line is connected with
the water reservoir of local Collectorate
School and College which is closed for
months due to coronavirus outbreak.

On the Kishoreganj upazila parishad
premises, the hand wash basin, set up by
DPHE near upazila parishad hall room, is
also found abandoned as both taps and
soap containers went missing.

Locals alleged that none came to make
it operative again.

However, the basin was found in operation
at UNO office compound in Kishoreganj
upazila where people were washing hands
with soap before taking service.

Nilphamari DPHE Executive Engineer
Mokarram Hossain admitted that problems
have been created in some basins, which
would be repaired. They have manpower
shortage to monitor the condition of all
the basins round the clock.

A hand wash basin, installed at Dhelapir haat near Saidpur

municipality of Nilphamari, has been lying in a neglected condition

for long due to lack of maintenance.
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FAILING TO SERVE
TEA

Tea-stall
owner
beaten up

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The son of a local influential
trader attacked a tea-stall
owner in Mirzapur upazila
and beat him up allegedly
after the latter failed to serve
him tea with milk.

Victim Ajit Sarkar, 50,
also sustained burn injuries
during the attack.

Injured Ajit, who runs a
tea-stall at Kalibari Road in
Mirzapur municipality for
years, is now undergoing
treatment at the burn unit
of Kumudini Hospital.

Although the incident
took place on Thursday, the
poor victim did not dared
to file any complaint to the
police station in this regard
as the attacker is son of a
local influential man.

Victim’s family members
alleged that an employee of
trader Shahidul Alam Ratan,
former general secretary of
Mirzapur Bazar Committee,
went to Ajit’s tea-stall on
Thursday and asked for tea
with milk.

The employee, however,
return to his shop empty
handed when Ajit told him
that milk-mixed tea is not
available at his stall.

Hearing Ajit's  reply,
Shahidul’s son Nafiuj went
to Ajit's tea-stall and started
beating him.

At one stage of beating,
some boiled water from a
Kettle splashed on different
parts of Ajit's body, leaving
him seriously injured.

Contacted, Nafiuj’s
father Shahidul termed the
incident unexpected and
told the local journalists
that they are bearing Ajit’s
treatment cost.

They would settle the
matter soon, he added.
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Dinajpur Deputy Commissioner (DC) Mahmudul Alam distributed schoolbag and other educational materials among
a group of children from the ethnic community in the district’s Hakimpur upazila. The photo was taken from

Hakimpur Upazila Parishad premises recently.

PHOTO: STAR

fagaf@ 72-33/2033

it feem sfifes mgs oI 1E Ffise-a 20 7@ fofes st (@12f) vz 18 7«7 afsrafirenes «frem
T A0 ACHT @S AT A e 2re Online @ wa4Re S < A1T5zs

™ PIRF

A e G AfbaE
S BT
BIET

e
T

0® Y 5829
oIfs g i 202

facarT fefe

@i | fEEs ISAER]
S, | AT AT S (WEG) (2036 7AF fEfew) |
2. A7 AT 38 |
O, | (O CEHA | GO (FO (B, 205¢-€ BIFT Sb000-3Ub00.., ...-0broo-Obb8o (FE . OHZ fRHIGART STAT Sl
A4 |
8. | frmmsie (%) e @ RRgER 20 SPTER AR/ TR AR ae el A GFafe) TTeme
@iyt OF SIS GamEe/Aaranme ag shefe fefmiteene ey e s gz

oo e gy Eoe AT av GRemeiee el fam Tremmen fodi s v 9= cmmr
1o () fedt 4iere 23 |

(%) St e AMREEs /e aqe el SR sdrweTE gae sire den e/ ae 7w | @i
A eq TATHET (L FAFI A SAT LTSy 204 |

(o) I AT o7 Rrori/edt argeary 204 7 |

(9) cdifEe *mafore aoifée FareEE (=g < TEIEET 0d/ob/200d €@ 0dfov/odo TIEATYT ToM =2
fersi/eiies s/e-S (T /ety a2 B/ s/sh-5/2009/598 SAE T8N el fafa ar cras, Gifafg ag
fefdiTs o 57 ¢ &7 e/t fmms fdfae 2=z

(3) @GPl AT 92 G5 91 FAANT ARG FAFET (RO

&4 v.00 a1 T 9T faersy
f&fora 3,00 (40F 0,00 a7 S faery feets
(2) seifie Rfawsen s awe Ffafia «a ceoa-
Hftre et g eI/t
8,00 ATHD (HEE @.00 ATAD (HE
©.00 91 TTH ©.9¢ A TTHE e faersl/ et
2.2¢ A K G8 .00 G FT | 2.bd0 A OK o8 0. 9¢ a3 oW | fasiy fRerst/@ar

&

EN

Yo,

3.
N,

29,

o8,
e,
o,

T (0d/0w/30%0 TIFY) 3 F) Yewame Fem Qar dfeat el ere e it i AT Yo % |
) Yo 78 vz afsaar andivr g I 0 929 |
s <7, F e e Tracking Page Iialtas o419 ©1ffrd @ 13 03/02/202) Siff, A% 55,¢507 |
o & a7 sifase 5 A9rFE fF wrwaerey 5. Yoo/ (BIF YRS @) A TG A e Ffse-ag Payment
Gateway ‘T €T 4TI 2V TS T0A |
WA (3

%. Online Application Form: wgw@ Jreron ayaa e sie ewanes (hitp:/ferecruitment.bb.org.bd)-a# Online
Application Form =&t i siaws 406 203 | Online @ S=ver wifktes s/ W 27 29 g @ Sy St
STHIIZIGE ANGAT AT |

<, adfi7 Reaede o am, Frer ¢ S w19, ARG S99 A T @eind @< 9z Online Sawe i oo e
A |

o, edia g B endfe Tefmm sftare GaETE/CTTeR GRE/ <A S F9T 4 aremel e SEfie i
oot endra @ om frne Swy sare e | wwEEy wnawe SEfe aidie gl e affe gmem o @ieeies
Afeaeamasy 97 | ©ra SfeEize qEwr adife S ke ¢4 fEEane S9s oE 99Ee 9 AeerE w6 g8 feme
St feera i M s ware wmE |

9. ®¥ (Photo)s wg Simmmasiaa ¢t eftdfites wr<=2 Online Application Form «a #éifes = 600x600 pixel w3 %= ar cafdt
= @3¢ file size 100 KB @ @ 71 @ WMo swtes fo w17 <74 o andie afem = (Aimr reali®s =fes) scan o
WG S0 204 | B (SEE AN T4 € SIAd AT Si<ee I A0 1 | A 29 @ Informal = aemaiey 2@ g

. %4 (Signature)s Tga Swav=@ar cFt@ Online Application Form «a f4ifee 2 300x80 pixel «a =1 A1 &4 77 W3
file size 60 KB «=r cafi 7 «siey Witeie @i fazers areer scan e WIS Fe0® 204 | WAETeFS &l A S<=2 Al
FEE T S FIECS &g 20 T |

v, wftre fellla Fermeee wiffds Online Application Form « Fdifers wta #f1 fmae sge avifre wfae ol e
oBITeE Sifd Sa=TE SrEd TS A |

=, o fedrardt adfis 2ndt '0' Level @ ‘A’ Level #iF1 e omia T8 férer @€ zre g e fufecas (Equivalence
Certificate) @ farrdl fRefawiers are Gl aie e ot w1efaie fefemstera/ffemtern wgd sfma/frmt wadem sgs TpFe
s ARt (Equivalence Certificate) staarat fedt © wermstea (@dl/fas/fafra/fHfaf1a Swez) v cifds ame
T (52 (QITE S1E TG FACT F(A | A G AR ez 9 2 A

@. CV ID No. a=els i iecaa M4 Fostd witanage aidima fari CV ID No. w3k Password @r@ziw %ta Online
Application Form +g< wats 29| =wga wiaweeee @r@<e2s  (http:/ferecuritment.bb.org.bd) @« =4 Online
Application Form @ ey 9aeta s@d Face @35 CV ID No. @3z Password &1¢ =2+ | &i¢ CV ID No. €@ 37 =g
[ZrEtstma(-) 7eda Sies] Stawe & emitad (Fia 95989 209 |

&, Job ID No: Job |D 7@ wifea (w3f5)- 10115 ar sitaws f&F emitas s fdifae g @<z sae o4 |

@ HEm & emE ey wiww 0 wmw oEm cmfe i faeifie @mre
http://erecruitment.bb.org.bd/onlineapp/rocketpreepay.pdf swe=35fG fofen ware zra | Instant ©a2 Prepaid &= «afers
OFE FARAFIG! e WGl TEG ISeT IF NG fF awE Fars w1 Instant safere e StaweeE S s
GIET FIEE I AGPIE F e S0 Siawe afear 51y s 4@ | Prepaid “afere «aem Savesa et -t
e ST g MG A alfdar ol s A | edioe fdifte Job ID No. @z siwsr CV ID No. &g > st
[ZE(-) ~rEa S| @7 [edive Sname & om@ F90Ee | Sand 6 awm T A6 suge fF o3 [edire a3 Txn 1D
TEG I |

B. Tracking Page veaizs f&F emites =@ qieai« e ot sicate swaiae weafes @idie Online Application Form «a
fadifes wra Txn ID 774G < fF emiear verification st S «=f6 Tracking ID No. & ===t 2ra 1 Tracking ID No. eii¢
AT AT SICIE ARSI T 2oy 4ee [{uafbe 7@ | Tracking ID No. s=fers Tracking Page 6 syt a@zits &y
e/ 7 TARYSITF e TS 24 | (FA Wages Tracking Page 9= Duplicate Copy <@g @1 202 T |

g gBare o9 ©iffd © TCEF G SOAH A1 B TS qedE ANy g waweeia e ¢ difae & ewmeas: Tracking Page 6
CF ] S T T Gy 2T (Tl qE |

Online Application Form « aidta s, foret ¢ srera =, BT (@@, e i, &€, Freawg Sl 927 Soje Aeded A
fagerena frer a4t ¥4t 2@ | Online Application Form « ewe #ifd® w2y, wf<, wre= 2wy verification Ftars arefiweg
ety enditag 4o < 4r 24 |

grRfi@enE @y dfitne eraeia ¢ FEmar *frFe s e [l surmm e e s S@e sEaes ¢
tfere wrS Al e < 7 |

eiidfiraare fdTsaT A9 @qe GRS AT Sgneze $90e 209 |

edimacs Online SRV A9 (@I Foe7q (o9 Fare 201 1 | Ffis [ T aifisidire swerEe SiEwe ave dfsft
ST AT TR Hw/eerraia Gifee @ e e el s4re 207 | Online Application Form « @idt s ewe stara
Afdare! ABIIANE (@I substantive @6 44t wete IS ATrFa Sesalted Al AT =1 | SElyl, Gl 4 (i Aee
2FEHE (@A 27 T #fRErFe gere AiE Aaee T4 3 1 |

PIEaEe AT O MRS FEATET A A S SA0e TE GR GNE [rEE T T srameT 3 g
TS TA |

A @ (1 A TaS(a TAdeg TfenrEr @ sy f[fe-fdm qumerene SgeEe €@ wa |

FefEB A7 endiaR Tt 2me 90 A1 A TR ORI bUTS Al Srge S A 0 |

crareifEet eyEg « e fRefere Sfafie 2oy wie ffew 38 w1 «tie e atarer 20a | 7LHE GI0E 03/53/20s Tt
ATE N RGN A G @ (TSI e el e v = 0

e @ A ERT (oive TR P g e

Pl 8b-/3035-390 CRRITAT SISTAMT QFCET SLROY THCH (I T2 | W T A
wifds da/05/202% TERGAEE @ A Ada
fafe-sse b




