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The ‘rebel’
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The state minister, however, said he 
could not do anything for the party 
candidate due to restrictions in the 
electoral code of conduct.

“It is very painful for a political 
activist that he cannot join the 
campaign of his party’s candidate 
for holding the post of an MP or a 
state minister,” he told reporters on 
election day. 

According to local Awami 
League leaders, Muktar, involved in 
agribusiness, came to the limelight 
under Shahriar Alam’s patronage. 

He was elected mayor in 2015 
by the “choice” of Shahriar Alam. 
Muktar later became the organising 
secretary of AL’s Arani Municipality 
unit.

In this election, when he sought 
party nomination, he was denied 
due to various controversies and 
lack of performance, they said.

According to his affidavit 
submitted to the Election 
Commission, Muktar studied up to 
SSC level and has been accused in 
three cases including a murder case 
in 2010.

Denied nomination, Muktar 
began a dispute with the party 
nominee Shahiduzzaman.

On the night of January 13, 
“provoked” by Shahiduzzaman’s 

supporters, his supporters attacked 
Shahiduzzaman’s rally. But before 
that, Muktar’s supporters made 
an announcement of the attack 
through a mosque’s loudspeaker. 

Muktar and 450 of his supporters 
were accused in two criminal cases 
for beating Shahiduzzaman’s 
men, damaging and torching his 
election office, blasting crude 
bombs and firing shots. The next 
night, Mukter’s men stabbed two of 
Shahiduzzaman’s supporters.

Due to a series of clashes and 
counter clashes, a tense situation 
prevailed in Arani. Life was almost 
at a standstill there till the election 
day. No violence, however, occurred 
on the polls day. 

‘PEOPLE CHOSE ME’

Denying the allegations, Muktar 
said, “Why would police arrest me 
for violence? They should verify the 
allegations first. I was home at the 
time (of violence).”

He, however, while talking to 
journalists, showed a wound in 
his leg and said he got injured by 
sprinters during the violence.

About the state minister’s 
“support”, he said, “I salute the 
boat (symbol). But voters did not 
like its candidate. The nomination 
was bought... As I am the current 

mayor with the boat symbol, the 
MP of Bagha-Charghat cannot leave 
me, because I have the right (to get 
nominated).”  

“When the MP told (me) that 
he (Shahiduzzaman) got the ticket 
(nomination)… I wanted to see 
what people really wanted.” 

He said, “When I was denied 
ticket, people in hundreds rallied, 
demanding my nomination. They 
signed a petition, boycotting 
the Awami League nominee and 
wanted me to contest. This is why I 
rebelled against the party.”

‘A DEFEAT FOR AL’

Contacted, Shahiduzzaman 
said, “I’m upset. I don’t blame 
anyone (for my loss). But I do not 
understand if I would not get their 
support (Shahriar Alam and local 
Awami League leaders), why did 
Awami League nominate me? It was 
a defeat for Awami League…”

“When I heard the result of the 
centre where the state minister 
voted, I became sure that I was 
encountering defeat,” he added. 
“Do I have to believe that hundreds 
of the minister’s men went beyond 
his words and voted for the rebel 
candidate and he won?” 

“I’m not involved in terrorism 
and extortion… I am not involved 

in corruption… I’m connected to 
people and I respect the leadership. 
I still don’t understand why I was 
punished like that,” he added. 

‘RAIL TRACKS THE DECIDER?’

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday, 
Shahriar Alam said Muktar’s claim 
of gaining his support was nothing 
but a “political stunt”. “He even 
used the prime minister’s name to 
win voters’ favour,” he said.

The state minister said Muktar 
did not get AL nomination this 
time since his performance as 
mayor was unsatisfactory. “Our 
party’s decision for not nominating 
him was the right one,” he said.

To explain Muktar’s victory, 
Shahriar said a local factor worked 
in his favour. 

“In Arani municipality, the 
voters were quite literally divided 
into two groups through a railway 
track… the track went across 
the municipality and voters of 
Muktar’s side outnumbered that of 
Shahiduzzaman’s,” he said. 

However, he said, the most 
significant issue of the Arani 
election was that it was “completely 
free and fair” where the AL and 
rebel candidates secured over 88 
percent votes and BNP candidate 
managed a little over 11 percent.  

Municipalities
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said, “Bangladesh’s progress in recent years in poverty 
eradication and several human development fronts is 
remarkable, although sustaining progress has proved more 
difficult in the urban context in recent years.”

Sudipto Mukerjee, resident representative of UNDP 
Bangladesh, said many of the challenges in eradicating 
urban poverty have remained unaddressed in Bangladesh.  
Bangladesh is yet to finalise its national urban policy, he 
said.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic, only about 18 percent 
of urban households were covered by social protection 
according to the World Bank. 

“With a prolonged crisis that has resulted in a significant 
rise in urban poverty, cities will require greater social 
protection coverage specifically targeting the newly created 
-- as well as the previously existing -- urban poor,” Sudipto 
said, adding that the LIUPC project has been playing a 
considerable role as tried-and-tested model for urban 
social protection which can be considered for scale-up by 
the government.

Dr Salina Hayat Ivy, mayor of Narayanganj City 
Corporation; Ariful Huq Chowdhury, mayor of Sylhet 
City Corporation; Md Rafiqul Islam, secretary general 
of Municipal Association of Bangladesh and Dipak 
Chakraborti, additional secretary (Admin Wing) of LGD, 
also spoke at the programme.

BNP banking
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demanding enhanced security around EVMs.
Despite their best efforts, BNP leaders admit that it 

would be tough for their candidate, Dr Shahadat Hossain, 
to win. 

BNP leaders said they want to conduct a peaceful 
campaign and avoid any clash with AL men to avoid 
further “harassment by police”.

BNP has decided to save all its organisational strength 
in port city for the best use of it on the polls day, said BNP 
insiders.     

Contacted, Idris Ali, assistant office secretary of 
Chattogram city unit BNP, said police were conducting 
raids at the homes of BNP leaders and activists.

BNP’s mayoral candidate Dr Shahadat Hossain said, 
“We are not only afraid of the use of illegal firearms by AL 
men, but also of the illegal use of legal firearms.”

“Ruling party men have already started attacking our 
activists. On Saturday, their cadres attacked and vandalised 
my vehicle when I went to campaign at Halishahar,” he 
added.

“I instantly informed it to returning officer over phone 
but no action has been taken yet,” he said.

“We demand the administration to seize the illegal 
firearms on the days leading to the polls,” he said, “Two 
men have died and many were injured in the span of a 
week due to polls-related violence in the city.”

Asked, AL mayoral candidate Rezaul Karim Chowdhury 
denied any attack on BNP candidate. “The BNP candidate 
is spreading this to get sympathy of voters,” he said.

Contacted, Saleh Mohammad Tanvir, commissioner of 
Chattogram Metropolitan Police (CMP), said their drives 
to recover illegal firearms were ongoing.

“We have deployed 300 additional members alongside 
our regular force only to recover illegal arms,” he said.

Asked about the attack on BNP candidate, he said no 
complaint was lodged by BNP with the police station.

Contacted, Mohammad Hasanuzzaman, returning 
officer of CCC polls, said he was looking into the allegation.

GRAFT CASES

Freeze 18 bank 
accounts of Awal, 
wife: court to ACC
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday ordered the Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) to freeze 18 bank accounts and seize 
documents of 40 scheduled immovable properties of 
former Pirojpur lawmaker AKMA Awal and his wife Laila 
Parvin in two graft cases.

Judge KM Emrul Kayesh of the Senior Special Judge’s 
Court of Dhaka after Md Ali Akbar, deputy director 
of ACC and also the investigation officer of the cases, 
submitted two separate petitions.

Earlier on September 29 last year, the ACC filed two 
separate cases against Awami League lawmaker Awal and 
his wife with its Integrated District Office-1 of Dhaka.

Awal was sued for amassing Tk 33 crore illegally while 
Laila for acquiring Tk 10.98 crore illegally.

In his wealth statement submitted to ACC, Awal hid 
wealth of Tk 15.72 crore which is a punishable offence 
according to ACC Act and Money Laundering Prevention 
Act. His wife Parvin also allegedly made Tk 10.98 crore 
illegally which is also a punishable crime under the same 
laws.

On December 30, 2019, the ACC filed another three 
cases against Awal and one against his wife for occupying 
a piece of government land behind the land office in 
Pirojpur Sadar upazila and building a two-storey building 
on it.

Awal also rented the building to Pally Bidyut Samity 
and the rent agreement was signed by his wife Laila. 

The couple received bail from the High Court in all 
the cases. 

Awal was elected MP from the Pirojpur-1 constituency 
in 2008 and 2014 elections.

Prof Kashinath 
Roy no more
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kashinath 
Roy, former 
professor at 
DU’s English 
Department has 
passed away 
at a private 
hospital in the capital 
yesterday. He was suffering 
of old age complications. 
He was 73 at the time.

The director of Public 
Relations office at DU 
confirmed the news.

Following his 
retirement, Professor 
Kashinath was working 
as an adjunct faculty of 
Eastern University’s English 
Department.

He had joined Dhaka 
University in 1975 until 
his retirement in 2014. 
He was also an author of 
some influential books and 
was also a poet. He was 
an editor of the English 
to Bangla dictionary, 
published by Bangla 
Academy in 1993.

In a condolence message, 
DU Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Md Akhtaruzzaman said 
Prof Roy was devoted to the 
philosophy of literature. He 
will be remembered for his 
outstanding contribution 
to the practise, spread 
and research of English 
literature.

Bula Ahmed 
passes away
BSS, Dhaka

Bula Ahmed, 
a freedom 
fighter and 
wife of 
Science and 
Technology Minister 
Architect Yeafesh Osman, 
passed away yesterday, aged 
70.

She breathed her last at 
8:45am while undergoing 
treatment at Combined 
Military Hospital (CMH) in 
Dhaka, said a press release.

She left behind a son, her 
family, relatives and a host 
of friends and well-wishers.

Bula Ahmed was actively 
involved in the mass 
movement of 1969 as a 
progressive leader.

She contributed to various 
national society building 
activities including women 
empowerment, social 
welfare and development 
of education system as 
the cultural secretary and 
leader of Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad.

60 illegal structures 
demolished to 
upgrade road
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Roads and Highways Department yesterday 
started an eviction drive against illegal 
structures on Sher-e-Bangla Road in Khulna 
city to upgrade the two-lane road into a 
four-lane one.

Around 60 structures were demolished 
at Moylapota-end to free the road stretching 
up to Zero Point, said officials.

Khulna City Corporation Mayor 
Talukder Abdul Khaleque inaugurated the 
road development project at Moylapota 
area earlier in the day.

This is one of the busiest roads where 
more than 20,000 vehicles ply on a daily 
basis, said the city mayor.

Senior Assistant Secretary and State and 
Law Officer of Road Division Anindita Roy, 
who supervised the eviction drive, told The 
Daily Star the structures were set up on 
the both sides of the road. The drive will 
be conducted from January 24 to 28 again, 
she said.

“Already we marked a total of 226 illegal 
establishments for eviction,” said Anindita.

RHD in Khulna is working to upgrade 
the road from Moylapota intersection to 
Zero Point via Gallamari at a cost of Tk 100 
crore.

UNITED HOSPITAL FIRE

SC stays HC order to pay 
Tk 30 lakh each to families
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court yesterday stayed 
for eight weeks the January 11 High 
Court order that directed United 
Hospital authorities to pay Tk 30 
lakh as initial payment to each of 
the families of four victims, who 
were killed in a fire at its isolation 
unit on May 27 last year, in 15 days.

Chamber judge of the Appellate 

Division Justice Md Nuruzzaman 
passed the order following a 
petition filed by the United 
Hospital authorities seeking a stay 
on the HC directive.

The hospital authorities sought 
the stay as the HC passed the order 
without assessing the damage and 
without hearing the rule, Kazi 
Ershadul Alam, a lawyer for United 
Hospital, told The Daily Star.

Honouring
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Kaniz Fatema Togor, organizing 
secretary of Dhaka metropolitan 
committee of Bangladesh Mohila 
Parishad, presented the biography 
of Ayesha Khanam at the event. She 
said that Ayesha Khanam was one of 
the active organisers of the student 
movement of 1962, the mass 
uprising of 1969, and liberation 
war in 1971. She participated in 
democratic, secular, human rights 
and progressive movements. 

“In 1982, she joined Bangladesh 
Mahila Parishad and served as its 
organising secretary and general 
secretary. In 2008, she became the 
president of the organization,” 
narrated Kaniz. 

“She played an important role 
in the political empowerment of 
women, prevention of violence 
against women, law reform 
movement, implementation of 
CEDAW and global women’s 
movement,” she added.


