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Terror in uniform
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three officials on January 5.

The court ordered the Police
Bureau of Investigation (PBI) to probe
the incident and submit a report by
February 23.

Md Kamal, a resident of Sher-
e-Bangla Road, said SI Mohiuddin
repeatedly harassed him after he was
implicated in a case under the Digital
Security Act (DSA).

He said he was arrested under
DSA on November 26, 2016, when
he went to Kotwali Model Police
Station to testify about a bribery
allegation against a member of police.
Mohiuddin was then attached with
Kotwali Police Station.

“SI Mohiuddin was the
investigation officer of the case. He
regularly harassed me without any
investigation. About eight to nine
months ago, he came and threatened
me saying that if [ lodge a complaint
against the police, I will not be found
[anywhere],” said Kamal.

Ripon Mridha, a resident of
Rupatali Gastarbine area in the city,
alleged that SI Mohiuddin attempted
to extort money from him when he,
along with two friends, started a land
business in 2016.

“Hearing the news, the then SI of
Kotwali Police Station Mohiuddin
called us and demanded Tk 3 lakh.
When we refused to pay the money,
he filed a false case and tortured my
business partners,” said Ripon.

His business partners Afzal Hossain
and Ripon Akon were arrested on false
charges on October 19, 2016, he said,
and were tortured in police custody.

Talking to The Daily Star, Afzal
Hossain said he was brutally beaten
up by SI Mohiuddin at Kotwali Police
Station.

Ripon Mridha told The Daily Star
that he lodged a complaint against
Mohiuddin about the matter with
Barishal Metropolitan Police on
October 28 last year.

Harishul Islam, a resident of
Rupatali Chandu Market on Sher-
e-Bangla Road, alleged Mohiuddin

framed him in a yaba case after he
refused to give power of attorney of
his ancestral property to the SI.

“After looking at the land I
inherited from my ancestors on Sher-
e-Bangla Road, Mohiuddin called
me at his house on July 22, 2019. He
showed me his weapon and said, you
will not go to that land.

“He threatened me with crossfire if
I didn't sign,” said Harishul.

“He called me to his house again
one day and as I refused to give up my
inherited property, he handed me over
to the police with yaba.”

Harishul said helodged a complaint
with the BMP commissioner on
February 13 last year.

“I am still terrified of that day
when Mohiuddin arrested me on
false charges and threatened me with
crossfire.”

Mahabub Mollah, a resident
of ward 25, said SI Mohiuddin
had publicly threatened him with
“crossfire” in late 2016 over a land
dispute on Ukil Bari Road.

Ward Councillor Sharif
Mohammad Anisur Rahman said,
“Mohiuddin has been involved as a
mediator whenever land was bought
or sold in the locality.”

He said Mohiuddin demanded
money while settling a land dispute in
the ward in mid-2020.

Contacted, Mohiuddin, now closed
and attached to the police lines,
refuted all the allegations against him
as baseless. He also said that he was
not aware of any complaints against

im.

Deputy Commissioner of BMP
Moktar Hossain, who heads the probe
committee formed on the allegations
of torture and death of apprentice
lawyer Rejaul in police custody,
told the Daily Star that they have
received multiple allegations against
Mohiuddin.

He said that all matters were under
investigation, adding that it was not
possible to say any further in the
interest of the investigation.

3 killed as Bailey bridge
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sinking in the water under the
collapsed bridge.

Muhammad Nurul Islam, officer-
in-charge (investigation) of Rangamati
Kotwali Police Station, said the three
died on the spot. The bodies were
handed to the victims’ families after
autopsies were carried out on them at
Rangamati General Hospital.

Rangamati Fire Service Assistant
Director Ratan Kumar Nath said he,
along with a team of firefighters,
rushed to the spot after receiving
information about the accident.
Divers of Fire Service recovered the
bodies. Members of Bangladesh Army
and some locals also joined the rescue
operation, he added.

Fire Service officials said they
would resume the rescue operation
today to salvage the sunken truck.

Muhammad Shahe Arefin,
executive engineer of Rangamati Roads
and Highways Department (RHD),
said the 64-metre long Bailey bridge,
built in 1982, could not withstand the
weight of the stone-laden truck.

“We have visited the spot. We will
start the repair work soon. I think we
will be able to complete the repair
work in two weeks,” he said.

AKM Mamunur Rashid, deputy
commissioner of Rangamati, said
he visited the spot after the accident
and asked the RHD officials to take
immediate steps to repair the bridge
as soon as possible.

Overenthusiastic lawyers
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against the former mayor, which is
under investigation, but neither he nor
the DSCC is involved.

Responding to a question, the mayor
said it was not their duty to take action
against the former mayor but to take
action against illegal shops in markets
and they would continue the drive.

When asked about keeping DSCC
money at Modhumoti Bank, which
Taposh owns, the mayor said it is
like any other private bank receiving
deposits from government institutions
as per rules and regulations.

He said no one would be able to
prove that they did it illegally.

Taposh said there was a deficit of
Tk 250 crore when he took charge as
mayor and now the DSCC has earned
Tk 344 crore as revenue within six
months, which will increase by the next
six months.

Meanwhile LGRD Minister Tazul
Islam yesterday said the differences
between Taposh and former mayor
Khokon will be resolved in due time.

Addressing a programme at his
office, he also said he heard that Taposh
did not want any case to be filed against
former mayor Khokon and the cases
which were filed will be withdrawn.

On Monday, lawyer Md Sarwar
Alam lodged a case with the court
of Metropolitan Magistrate  Rajesh
Chowdhury and one Kazi Anisur Rahman
filed another case with the same court.

After hearings of the cases, the
magistrate took them into cognisance
and recorded statements of the
complainants. The court will pass
orders later.

Former DSCC mayor Sayeed Khokon

had vowed to tackle the battle in court
and “on the streets”.

On December 8 last year, the DSCC
demolished several hundred illegal
shops at Fulbaria Supermarket-2 in
Gulistan, which were built violating the
main design of the supermarket.

On December 29, former mayor
Khokon and six others were sued on
charges of embezzlement of Tk 34.89
crore.

Delwar Hossain, president of Traders-
Owners Association of the supermarket,
lodged the case with the court of
Metropolitan Magistrate Ashek Imam.

The six other accused are: Yusuf Ali
Sardar, former chief revenue officer of
the city corporation, Md Mazed, former
deputy assistant engineer of the city
corporation, and their assistants Kamrul
Hasan, Helena Akter, Atiqur Rahman
Swapan and Md Walid.

According to the case statement,
Khokon and six others conspired with
one another and built shops, violating
the main design of the supermarket.

On December 30, a Dhaka court
directed the Police Bureau of Investigation
to investigate the case and submit a probe
report by January 31 this year.

Khokon at the human chain alleged
that Taposh transferred hundreds of
crores of taka from the DSCC's coffers
to Modhumoti Bank, while poor
employees of the DSCC were not being
paid their dues for months due to a
shortage of funds at the DSCC.

Also, the city corporation’s different
development projects were halted
because of budget shortages, alleged
Khokon, adding that Taposh had lost
eligibility as a mayor under the city
corporation law because of such acts.

Herd immunity unlikely
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fears scant remaining stockpiles could
leave 92 lower- and lower-middle
income nations out in the cold when
it comes to vaccinating their medical
workers in the COVAX programme’s
initial round.

“We expect, and we have strong
confidence that we should be able to
begin vaccinating in February in these

countries,” WHO senior adviser Bruce
Aylward told a press conference on
Monday.

“But we cannot do that on our own.
We require the cooperation of vaccine
manufacturers to prioritise deliveries
to the COVAKX facility,” he said as the
virus has already infected more than
90 million people worldwide and
killed almost two million.

Security fears hit Biden

FROM PAGE 12
It said the order gave the Department
of Homeland Security the authority to
act “to save lives and to protect property
and public health and safety, and to
lessen or avert the threat of a catastrophe
in the District of Columbia.”

MORE TROOPS CALLED UP

The Pentagon said Monday it had

authorised 15,000 National Guard
troops to be deployed for Biden's
inauguration.

Already 6,200 troops are on the
ground in Washington, and a total
of 10,000 are planned by the coming
weekend, said General Daniel
Hokanson, chief of the Defense
Department’s National Guard Bureau.

A Palestinian protester, waving a national flag, shouts slogans during a protest against what locals say are
food aid cuts by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), at Jabalia refugee camp in the northern

Gaza strip yesterday.
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PK Halder’s cohort took Tk
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he was the Reliance Finance MD.

His organisation - HAL
International -- owned 7.41 percent
shares of IFLSL in 2015 and 2016.

Being a shareholder of IFLSL, he got
hold of the NBFIs, the sources added.

In the enquiry, the Anti-Corruption
Commission found that about Tk
773.35 crore loans were sanctioned
to the names of three other people
-- Momtaz Begum, Basudev Banarjee,
and his wife Papia Banarjee -- from the
NBFIs.

They too submitted fake documents.

Nawsher was a proprietor of Nature
Enterprise and MTB Marine, while
his wife Momtaz and Basudev were
proprietors of MTB Marine and Papia
was a proprietor of Nature Enterprise.

Momtaz got loans of about Tk 4
crore and withdrew about Tk 2.5 crore.
The anti-graft watchdog has frozen
about Tk 2.69 crore in her account.

An ACC official said showing fake
documents, Basudev managed to get
loans of about Tk 764 crore from the
NBFIs. The money was deposited to
Basudev's accounts from where he
withdrew about Tk 462 crore.

Similarly, about Tk 5.35 crore loans
were deposited to Papia’s accounts. She
withdrew about Tk 34 crore.

Besides the loans, money from
different sources were deposited to
her accounts, said the ACC official,
preferring to be unnamed.

The ACC has frozen about Tk 5.25
crore from the duo'’s accounts.

On January 5, the ACC issued notices
to seven people, including Nawsher and
his wife Momtaz, to appear before it to
face questioning on different dates over
embezzlement of over Tk 3,500 crore
from Peoples’ Leasing.

In separate letters, ACC Deputy
Director Gulshan Anowar Prodhan
asked former chairman of Peoples’
Leasing Motiur Rahman and its former
director Arefin Shamsul Alamin to
appear before it on Monday.

Nawsher, Momtaz and proprietor
Sanjeeb Kumar Hawlader of MTB Marine
were asked to appear before it yesterday.

Asked, ACC Director Gulshan
Anowar told The Daily Star yesterday
that none of the five people appeared.
“They did not even inform us anything
about their absence,” he said.

Basudev and his wife Papia are

supposed to face quizzing today.

Sources said these people used to
be close cohorts of PK Halder, who
allegedly laundered over Tk 10,000
crore abroad from four NBFIs.

Halder came to the limelight during
anti-casino drives in 2019.

On January 8 last year, the anti-graft
body filed a case against PK Halder on
charges of illegally amassing wealth
worth Tk 275 crore.

During the anti-casino drive, he fled
the country.

Bangladesh police recently wrote
to Interpol, requesting it to issue a red
notice on him.

The government in July 2019
directed Bangladesh Bank to liquidate
People’s Leasing due to deterioration
of its financial health for several years.

On January 3 this year four
depositors  of DPeople’s  Leasing
described their plights and sufferings
before the High Court for not getting
back their money from PLFS.

They said they could not get
back their money as PK Halder and
his accomplices have embezzled a
huge amount of money from the
organisation and laundered it abroad.

Positivity rate
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control, epidemiologists said.

Throughout September and October,
the positivity rate was below 12 percent
almost every day and started increasing
from the first week of November.

During the last seven days, it started
decreasing again.

In the 24 hours, meanwhile,
16 more people have died with
coronavirus infection, raising the
death count to 7,8119.

This was around 1.49 percent of all
confirmed cases in the country since
the first three cases were reported on
March 8.

The DGHS said another 963
patients have recovered in the same
24-hour period. With this, 4,68,681
patients have recovered.

Of the 16 deceased, 10 were
male. All of them died in hospitals,
according to the press release.

One of them was aged between 31
and 40, one between 51 and 60, and
the rest 14 were above 60 years of age.

Of all deceased so far, more than
80 percent were above 50 years old,
according to the DGHS data.

Of the yesterday’s deceased, 10 were
from Dhaka division while one each
was from Chattogram, Rajshahi, Khulna
and Mymensingh divisions and the rest
two were from Sylhet division.

Bangladeshis
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October 2017.

“During the raid in 2017, we
managed to arrest two other
Bangladeshi nationals but their leader
gave us the slip then.

“Their operations went quiet until
they suddenly re-emerged in March
2020 during the movement control
order (MCO) period,” he told reporters

at the Immigration headquarters
yesterday.
He said the syndicate’s main

clientele were Bangladesh nationals,
Indonesians and Myanmar nationals.

“Based on our investigations, the
syndicate would sell documents such
as passports, temporary working visit
passes, iKads and Construction Industry
Development Board (CIDB) cards.

“We also arrested a 25-year-old
Bangladeshi man who was believed to
be a middleman for the syndicate,” he
said.

Four arrested
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Shahidul Islam, 35, said Md Mizanur
Rahman, inspector of the police
station.

Quoting the victim, the police
officer said the woman, from
Barguna’s Taltoli upazila, and Roni of
Patuakhali’s Dashmina upazila started
talking on mobile phone 10 to 15 days
ago. On Monday, Roni took her to the
beach and then to a room of the hotel
where he raped her.

Mainul, who is also from
Dashmina, also raped her with the
help of Roni and the hotel manager,
the inspector said, quoting the victim.

The next day, the woman managed
to flee. She then went to Mahipur
police and filed the case.

After the case was lodged, police
launched drives and arrested the
accused. They produced the arrestees
before Kalapara senior judicial
magistrate court, which sent them to
jail, yesterday afternoon.

The woman was sent to 250-bed
Patuakhali General Hospital for
medical tests, said police.

In the Lalmonirhat incident, the
fifth-grader was raped in her own
home in a village in Patgram upazila
on Monday, said police.

The alleged rapist, Rezwan Islam,
28, of Radhanath village of the
upazila, has been arrested after the
girl’s mother filed a case with Patgram
Police Station, said OC Sumar Kumar
Mahanta of the police station.

Quoting the case statement, police
said the victim was alone in her home
on Monday afternoon when Rezwan
raped her. Hearing her screams, locals
rescued her but Rezwan managed to
flee.

On information, police came
and sent the girl to Patgram Upazila
Health Complex.

Her mother alleged that Rezwan
had long been sexually harassing the
girl. She demanded his exemplary
punishment.

(Our correspondent in Patuakhali and
Lalmonirhat contributed to the report)

Thai king sweeps
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The king has appointed Sineenat to
a project overseeing the healthcare
of prison inmates -- an expansion to
her public portfolio after a dramatic
change in her fortunes over the past
year and a half.

Sineenat was named consort in July
2019 -- the first such appointment in
almost a century -- but was stripped
of ranks and titles three months
later, accused of “disloyalty” and
“ambition” to match the position of
the king’s wife, Queen Suthida.

Last September, Sineenat made
an unexpected comeback -- the king
reinstated her titles along with a
public declaration that she was “not
tarnished” anymore.

On Monday, the Royal Gazette
announced her new public duties as
a deputy advisor on a committee set
up by the king focusing on prison
healthcare.

The committee will help in
“arranging for inmates to have access
to medical treatments that are based
on human rights standards”, said the
Royal Gazette.
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