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Woman 
tortured on 
theft charge 
in Tangail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A woman was brutally 
tortured in front of her 
minor children by one of 
her neighbouring families 
on theft charge in Ghatail 
upazila.

The victim, Sandhya 
Rani Barmon, 35, a 
resident of Malirchala 
village in the upazila, 
filed a case with Ghatail 
Police Station against her 
neighbour Monirul and 
four of his family members 
on Sunday.

Quoting the case 
statement, police said 
about two weeks ago 
Monirul informed the 
villagers that some 
important land documents 
and a gold ornaments were 
stolen from his house 
and his family blamed 
Sandhya’s minor son 
Palash, 8, for the theft.

On January 3, Monirul’s 
family called the boy 
and quizzed him in this 
regard.

On January 9, they again 
called Sandhya, tied her to a 
tree with rope and tortured 
her brutally.

In face of protest from 
other neighbours she was 
freed after four hours of 
captivity.

Sub-Inspector (SI) Jakir 
Hossain, also in-charge 
of Sagardighi Police 
Outpost and investigation 
officer of the case, said 
the accused went into 
hiding soon after filing 
of the case and they were 
conducting drives to arrest 
the culprits. 

Haor Boro fields vulnerable with poor, 
delayed work on levees
Fear concerned citizens in Sunamganj
DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet

The scores of needless schemes that 
are being undertaken each year to 
construct or repair embankments 
around haors in the north-eastern 
districts are yet another way to fleece 
the public of their money, said 
concerned citizens in the region.

“The construction of the 
embankments in the name of protecting 
Boro harvest is just an eyewash [of 
the authorities concerned],” said 
Chittaranjan Talukder, member 
secretary of ‘Sunamganjer Haorer Krishi 
O Krishak Rokkha Sangram Parishad’.

Everyone involved in the schemes get 
their ‘share’ of the public money and 
that is why more schemes mean more 
money to them, he also alleged.         

With the number of construction 
or repair scheme for levees -- meant 
to provide protection from flash 
floods -- rising every year in the haor 
districts, allegations of anomalies and 
corruption involving the schemes are 
also on the rise. 

Early flash floods often destroy a 
considerable amount of Boro rice -- the 
major crop in haor regions -- around or 
before the months of April and May, the 
harvest time of the crop. December and 
January are the months when the crop is 
cultivated in the region. 

In March 2017, weeks before the Boro 
harvest, a flash flood destroyed around 
Tk 13,000 crore worth of Boro on 2.49 
lakh hectares of land in the north-
eastern districts. 

In order to bring most of the croplands 
under flood protection coverage, the 
government has been undertaking 
numerous schemes every year to build 
or repair levees in problem-prone areas 
of the haors or wetlands in the country.

Asked why earthen embankments, 
instead of permanent ones, are made in 

the haors, Sabibur Rahman, executive 
engineer of Water Development Board 
(WDB) in Sunamganj, said, since 
“permanent levees may destroy the 
ecosystems in the haors,” they make 
those with earth.

Keeping the unique ecosystems in the 
haors in mind, their height is kept within 
6.5 metres so floodwaters can enter 
the area during floods. That’s why the 
embankments need to be reconstructed 
every year, he further explained. 

But delays and substandard 
quality of works as well as unjustified 
and whimsical construction of the 
embankments may not provide 
necessary protection when the flash 
floods come, farmers and locals feared.   

On July 2, 2017, after Boro rice on 
2.49 lakh hectares in the north-eastern 
districts were damaged in flash floods 
and massive irregularities centring 
the levees were exposed, the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) filed 
cases against 61 people including 15 
WDB officials and 41 contractors.

Later in August 3 the same year, 139 
people, including the 61 accused in the 
ACC case, were sued by the lawyers’ 
union in Sunamganj.

Both the cases are still under trial.
As a means to prevent further 

irregularities by contractors and Project 
Implementation Committees (PIC) 
involved in the construction of levees, 
the government later revised the ‘Kajer 
Binimoye Taka (KABITA) Rules, 2017’.  

As per the revised rules, contractors 
will no longer be awarded any work 
to construct embankments in the haor 
regions and only government officials 
will preside over the PICs.

Furthermore, the PICs must be formed 
by November 30, the construction works 
must start by December 15 and those 
have to be completed by February 28.

According to the WDB in Sunamganj, 

950 kilometres of construction and 
repair work on levees are planned under 
856 schemes in the district this year.

Surveys for the schemes were 
completed on December 25 last year 
and only 212 of the schemes have so far 
been approved. 

Out of those, construction work of 
only 40 schemes started by the deadline, 
December 15, said WDB officials.

Bijon Sen Roy, general secretary of 
‘Sunamganj Haor Banchao Andolan’, 
said, “They are way behind the schedule 
and they started only a handful of the 
works just to show that they started the 

work on time.”
Many needless levees have been built 

in the previous years and this year’s plan 
also includes similar ones. 

Moreover, in their attempt to inflate 
the project cost, their estimated cost for 
each embankment is always exaggerated, 
he also alleged.

Kashmir Reza, president of ‘Poribesh 
O Haor Unnayan Sangstha’, said, 
“Haor people have been in distress 
during the coronavirus pandemic. If 
early flash floods hit the haor region 
this year again, thousands will face 
boundless miseries.”

According to Department of 
Agricultural Extension, Boro will be 
cultivated on an estimated 2.23 lakh 
hectares of land in Sunamganj this year. 

Sabibur Rahman, executive engineer 
of WDB in Sunamganj and also member 
secretary of the district committee for 
the schemes, said, “Most embankments 
in Sunamganj were damaged last year by 
four regular floods.”

Although they were unable to 
complete pre-work survey on time last 
year as flood water receded very late, 
they still hope to finish their projects by 
the deadline this year, he added.

Repair work on this breached part of the embankment in Matian Haor, under Tahirpur upazila of 

Sunamganj, was supposed to start by December 15 and be finished by February 28. But till date, 

there has been no sign of any work on it. The photo was taken recently.
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Coming together for 
better days

Volunteers from eight villages unite to build a 4.5-km road
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

In a display of affinity for their 
community, about 700 volunteers from 
different villages recently joined hands 
to build a new road to ease sufferings 
of inhabitants of eight villages in 
Netrakona’s Kalmakanda upazila. 

For decades, nearly 15,000 residents 
of eight villages -- Jigatala, Radhanagar, 
Goyatola, Shibpur, Pechhaia, Joynagar, 
Rajnagar and Manikpur -- have been 
facing enduring sufferings without a 
proper road through their villages, said 
many of them.

Once completed, the four and a 
half kilometre-long road, between 
Purbo Jigatala and Radhanagar 
villages, will provide an impetus to 
their communities by enabling easier 
communications with nearby villages 
and towns, they hoped. 

The volunteers said inspired by 
Lengura Union Parishad Chairman 
Saidur Rahman Bhuiyan, around 500 
men and 200 women from the area 
joined the initiative in the greater 
interest of all residents in the eight 
villages.

Hoping that the work will be 
completed in about a week’s time, 
they also said they last year took 
part in building a three and a half-
kilometre road, from Gouripur bridge 
to Taranagar, which was built in one 
week by 2,000 volunteers. 

Chairman Saidur told this 

correspondent that people in the 
villages had been demanding for a 
road that would ease their sufferings, 
but the budget of the union parishad is 
not even adequate for repairing roads, 
let alone building new ones. 

“I made appeals to the upazila 
parishad and local administration 
for building a new road on various 
occasions,” but the departments 
concerned had remained unmoved by 
the demand of the people.

Miseries of the people in the area 
had been unbounded, especially 
during the monsoon, when they have 

to transport their agricultural produce 
or other goods on narrow earthen land 
dividers in crop fields, said Kajol Mia, a 
rice trader from Goyatola village. 

Akbar Kabir, a ward member 
in Jigatala village, said it has been 
extremely difficult for critically ill 
patients to avail emergency medical 
care at hospitals and a large number 
of students to reach their schools every 
day.  

Farmer Nazim Uddin, from 
Radhanagar village, said he hopes that 
the new road will bring better days for 
people in all the villages.. 
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Women and men from eight villages volunteer to build a road between Purbo 

Jigatala and Radhanagar villages in Kalmakanda upazila of Netrakona recently


