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Family refuses to settlement, demands justice
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doctrine providing for punishment
equal to the crime in cases of murder
or intentionally caused physical injury.
Qisas forms part of the law in Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and
Iran.

The court has fixed January 20 as
the next date of the hearing in the case,
confirmed the Bangladesh Embassy in
Saudi Arabia, the Ministry of Expatriate
Welfare and Overseas Employment
and Abiron’s family.

From Paikgachha of Khulna, forty-
year-old Abiron went to the Gulf
country through a recruiting agency
in Dhaka and with the help of a local
agent named Rabiul.

The family alleged that during her
stay, Abiron endured severe physical
assault at her employer’s house where
she worked as domestic help. When
she spoke to her sister the last time, she
spoke of the brutal torture she had to
face.

There were eight people living in the
house. The employers would not give
her food and even used to pour hot
water on her and put her head into a
grill, they alleged.

And at one point, her family
completely lost communication with her.

As they did not get the body after
her death, they contacted Brac and
an application was filed. Her lifeless
body finally arrived in the country on
October 24, 2019, through the Wage
Earners Welfare Board. The reason of
Abiron’s death was stated as murder in
her death certificate.

When this news was published
the next day, the country’s National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
on its own formed a fact-finding
committee headed by its member Dr
Nomita Halder.

On November 25, Dr Nomita
visited Abiron’s home in Ramnagar
village of Paikgachha and talked to
the family members. She also spoke to
the agency, ministries and embassies
and submitted a detailed report on
December 15.

The commission’s report said
Abiron was tortured and beaten
to death, identifying negligence of
the agent, recruiting agencies and

government officials.

A case was filed in Khulna under the
Prevention and Suppression of Human
Trafficking Act, 2012, where Rabiul was
the main accused. Khulna CID is not
dealing with the case now.

The NHRC recommended seeking
legal action, compensation for the
murder and providing exemplary
punishment to the accused by the
court.

The charge sheet filed against the
accused in the case alleged specific and
intentional murder.

After getting the power of attorney
from Abiron’s family, the trial began
in the Criminal Court-6 of Riyadh on
December 16 last year -- a rare instance
in Saudi Arabia.

The first secretary of the embassy
in Riyadh Shafiqul Islam and
translator Sohail Ahmed were present
at the hearing with the power of
attorney on behalf of Abiron’s family.
Representative of the Saudi Public
Prosecution Abdullah Mohammed
Abdullah was present at the hearing.

Three Saudi nationals arrested in
connection with the killing -- Basem
Salem, Abirons employer, his wife
Ayesha al-Jizani, and the couple’s
son Walid Basem Salem -- joined the
hearing virtually from jail.

At the beginning of the hearing,
the embassy representative handed
over the power of attorney and
authorisation letter sent by the heirs of
the deceased.

The court verified and uploaded
those in the system of the Saudi
Ministry of Justice.

The court wanted to know from the
embassy representative the demands
of Abiron’s heirs. The representative
said that Abiron’s family wanted Qisas
instead of compromise.

As the court wanted the accused
statement in this regard, the accused
verbally denied the allegation and
said that they would submit a written
statement through a lawyer.

The lawyer of the accused sought
bail for Basem Salem, the head of the
family, but the court rejected the bail
petition and asked them to submit the
written reply, and adjourned the case
till January 20.

Mehedi Hasan, counsellor (labour)
of Bangladesh Embassy in Saudi
Arabia, sent a letter to the secretary
of the expatriate welfare ministry in
Dhaka. The letter requested Khulna
District Employment and Manpower
Officer (DEMO) to inform Abiron’s
family about the latest progress of the
case.

“We have been keeping in touch
Abiron’s family regularly and sending
information and documents requested
from the embassy. The family told us
they wanted exemplary punishment
for the incident,” Mohammad Ali
Siddiqui, deputy director of the Khulna
DEMO, told The Daily Star yesterday.

SM Ayub Ali, husband of Abiron’s
sister Reshma Khatun, who is looking
after the family, said Abiron was
tortured from the beginning.

“When her corpse arrived in the
country, it was so horrible that we
could not look at it. We want harsh
punishment for the killers, not any
compromise, so that no more people
die a death like Abiron’s,” he said.

Abiron is not a lone case.

About 500 bodies of Bangladeshi
migrant women have been brought to
the country in the last five years. The
bodies of at least 200 of them came
from Saudi Arabia.

But those responsible for
incidents were not punished.

Contacted, Nomita Halder said,
“Abiron’s death is not an isolated
incident. Poor women like Abiron are
dying regularly. We have recommended
to improve the process of sending
women abroad.”

“But the recommendations were
not implemented. What action has
been taken against the government
employees and the brokers? The
progress of the case in Khulna is
disappointing,” said Nomita, also
a former secretary in the expatriate
welfare ministry.

She, however, expressed optimism
that there would be a fair trial for
Abiron's murder.

“There was little precedence of a
formal trial in Saudi Arabia. I hope
Abiron will get justice. However,
it is important to take appropriate
measures so that no such incident
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A person feeds pigeons at Piazza Navona, as the region enters the ‘yellow zone’ after the government relaxed
some of the coronavirus disease curbs on weekdays following a strict lockdown over the holidays, in Rome, Italy
yesterday.
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Russians see US democracy

‘limping’ after Capitol stormed

AFP, Moscow

Russian officials yesterday pointed
to the storming of the US Capitol as
evidence of America’s decline, with
one saying it showed US democracy
was “limping on both feet”.

After the stunning events in
Washington, many in Moscow said
the United States was no longer in any
position to lecture other countries on
freedom and democracy.

Under banners reading “Storm
of the Capitol” and “Chaos
in Washington”, Russian state

occurs again,” she said.

television showed rolling images of

mobs of Donald Trump supporters
breaking down barricades and
swarming the building, as security
forces fired tear gas and police drew
guns inside.

“The losing side has more than
enough grounds to accuse the winner
of falsifications -- it is clear that
American democracy is limping on
both feet,” Konstantin Kosachyov, the
chair of the Russian upper house’s
foreign affairs committee, said in a
post on Facebook.

“The celebration of democracy has
ended. It has, unfortunately, hit rock
bottom, and I say this without a hint

of gloating.

“America no longer charts the
course and so has lost all right to set
it. And, even more so, to impose it on
others.”

Moscow has long bristled at US
criticism of the state of Russian
democracy under President Vladimir

Putin, accusing Washington of
hypocrisy and condescension.

Russian commentators gleefully
pointed to Trump’s refusal to

recognise the results of November's
election, and growing divisions in
the United States, as evidence of the
country’s decline.

INVITATION FOR TENDER

below:

Pubali Bank Limited, the largest online commercial Bank in Bangladesh is
hereby inviting sealed Tenders from the eligible Tenderers, who can participate
in any of the following tender but in separate envelope as defined in the tender
documents of the under mentioned work as per terms & conditions stated

1. Civil, Electrical & Networking works at present premises of our Shibu
Market Branch, Narayangonj.

2. Supply, installation & commissioning of Air coolers at our (i) Mirpur
Branch, Dhaka, (ii) Sutrapur Branch, Dhaka & (iii) Sujanagar
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are verifying the information,

Department of Environment

the assistant commissioner.

against him [Nuru].”

,” he added.
“However, it's the matter of the

Department to take steps against Nuru for
grabbing and destroying the hills,” said

Contacted, Nurullah Nuri, DoE
Chattogram director (metro unit), said,
“We have already spoken to law enforcers
regarding the matter and have filed a case
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representatives can play

and Forest said the minister.

protect the waterbodies.
About  rural

steps against it.

keeping those free of encroachment.

He also said he took the initiative before but the
previous DSCC mayor was not interested in it.

The minister said they will hold meetings with
the two city corporations and other stakeholders to

infrastructure,
said whenever they hear complaints about lax
monitoring or poor quality of work, they are taking

Govt planning

He said they have also prepared a guideline for

Public
a vital role in this regard,

road infrastructure in rural areas. A rural road will
have to be at least 10 feet in width -- a road at union

level will be 12 feet in width and at upazila parishad

said.

level 16 to 20 feet in width as per the guideline, he

Quality of work will increase when it will be
done based on the guideline; the guidelines will be

published as a gazette, he said.

the  minister

About mosquito control, the minister said they
had taken different initiatives to destroy mosquito
breeding grounds for which the number of casualty

from dengue was very low last year.

Sub-Branch under Pabna Branch, Pabna.

Please visit our web site, https://www.pubalibangla.com/tender.asp for
details. Interested Parties may purchase the Tender document by
14 January, 2021 duly filled up all requirements and submit their offer in the
tender box by 17 January, 2021 (before 11.00 A.M). Tender will be opened on

17 January, 2021 at 11.30 A.M.
Dilip Kumar Paul

General Manager
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PUBALI BANK LIMITED Head office, 26 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka.
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‘CONVICTED, YET NO ONE KNEW’
Interestingly, this was not the first time
Nur Alam alias Nuru's illegal activities
came to the fore.

He has been an accused in at least 24
cases with different police stations. But
Nuru seemed to remain unfazed by those
and go on with his illegal activities while
law enforcers “continue their drives” to
arrest him.

Even in 2017, a court in Chattogram
sentenced him to 17 years in prison in a
case filed with Akbar Shah Police Station
over the recovery of firearms.

However, police said they were yet to
receive any conviction warrant in this
regard. After the recent incident, police

Where have
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These nutrition gardens are designed to set up on barren

land near anyone’s residence or yards.

Interestingly at yesterday’s meeting, Agriculture Minister
Dr Md Abdur Razzaque also said as a minister of this
ministry, he had the chance to see only one such model

garden.

The secretary remained silent when the lawmakers asked
him to explain about the gap between the ministry’s claim

and the real situation, meeting sources said.

Matia Chowdhury, chief of the parliamentary standing

committee, also expressed concerned over this.

A lawmaker of the committee said more than Tk 38 crore

Take legal
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misconduct against the EC. The S§JC
comprises the chief justice and two other
senior-most judges of the Appellate
Division to probe the allegations against
SCjudges, the EC and other constitutional
bodies, and recommend removal of
individuals involved in the allegations.
The citizens said the EC members
committed misconduct and irregularities,
including spending Tk 2 crore for
delivering speeches as “special speakers”
and Tk 8.08 crore in recruiting staffers.
The signatories include Prof Serajul
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Industry.

for the salvation of the departed soul.

Chamber of Commerce &

Though he is not in this world, he lives in our hearts, in our
minds, in our memory. Entrepreneurs like him are rare who
left behind foot prints for generations to follow.

All friends, relatives and well-wishers are requested to pray

All Members of Modhumita Family

no offline and hard copy will be accepted. To submit e-Tender please register on e-
GP System (http://www.eprocure.bd). For more details, please contact support
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desk contact number (01762625528-31).

Md. Mehedi Hasan
Executive Engineer
Nawabganj O&M Division
BWDB, Chapainawabganj




