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Bangladesh Development Surprise: 2009-2020
Dr. Shamsul Alam

Economy of Bangladesh is rising. The rise is unprecedented and surprising. Probably,

Some comparative facts of development
and success achieved under leadership of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
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| During the period of Bangladesh Awnmi League (20420210

2006

ne other couniry's story of success has been subject to so wider discussion in Nutional | National budget amounting 10 Tk. 5 lakh 68 thousand | Budget was only Tk 61
international arena, than that of Bangladesh during the last decade. Recently, the issue | Budget | erore for the fiscal year 2020-21 adopted. | Moo & crute. |
has shined in the headlines following a report by Intermational Monetary Fund (IMF). Goe brmvlh| GoP growth rate was achieved :m-cztpmmndmnglw Growth e was S04
The report says, Bangladesh will overtake India in terms of per capita GDP in Rae | two consecutive fiscal years. 1t was increased o §.15 | pereent
December, 2020. Due to Corona pandemic, per capita GDP of India will be shrunk by Bipbeinalin 3‘23,”' e ticsy ‘“T‘:"’ ‘;d“"' pdatiii,
10.3 percent to 1877 US$ while Bangladesh will achieve a 4 percent riseof GDP 1o 1888 I o e e e
USS. The fact is even couple of years before; per capita mcome of India was CIDP fieo: || The sy of GOP'ox Bavladest ot prowent s T 36 ik oo, | It s 1. & ovovs 42 i,
significantly higher than that of Bangladesh. Per capita income of Bangladesh has more Per Capita | Per capita income at present is USS 2065, Only USS $43,
than tripled since 2009. An estimate by Hong Kong Shanghai Banking Corporation Ineame
reports, Bangladesh will be among 26th largest economy by 2030. Centre for Economics Remittince boeome | Remittance income USS 21.74 billion in 2020 LSS 4.8 billion.
and Business Research of the UK projected Bangladesh will become 25th largest Export Income| Export income USS 48 billion (including service sectors), | USS 10.52 billion.
economy in the world by 2035. In 2018, Bangladesh has earned praise from its global FeetipFutmge | Foreign exchange reserve USS 43 billion US$ 3.5 billion
peers after meeting all eriteria for graduation from Least Developed Country status to a Rerie | = g - - S : |
developing country. As of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, graduation to Developing [Paverty Rate | Poverty rate declined o below 20 and ultra-poverty rate | 1t was 415 and 242 percent |
country from Least Developed Country will elevate the prestige of Bangladesh. It will | 10 percent respectively.
raise the confidence and strength level of political leaders, Bangladesh’s success in e T = e = - =
social indicators such as education, health, infant mortality, life expectancy along with m&ﬁ | mﬂﬂuﬂﬁﬂ ';ﬂﬁuﬁ ﬂ:‘m’fm"r,; mm e
economic indicators, has been remarkable. Through launching of Bangabandhu satellite, Boundary | thousand 467 sqkm. from India through infernational court
Bangladesh entered into a new era of communication technologies. So what are the | s
underlying factors that have driven this success we may focus into? Padma Bridgo | The complete structure of Padma Bridge, dream of | Various conspirmcies
| Bangali nation, is now visible, On the completion of the | involving allout efforts were
SN - | 6.15 Km. long bridge, GDP will incrense of the rate of 1.5 | madée W halt the Padma
Launching of "Mujib Borsho® Logo | t Bridge Project.
S‘irl.-:n: :n.oo. foreign ditv.lm investment im:n:nse_d five times, This will ltN:' even ucccten_ned Mt ta :m;:':ﬁ::mﬂ:,:{ ii“,;:;n:::ﬁ;r‘;?. il mcnv:f:};nm! rail. £ or
further, if 100 economic zones many of which are under construction and when fully | 1 - - |
operationalized. In the meantime, some of works have already been completed and the flow of | Kamuphuli | The construction work of 3.4 km, long tunne] under the | There was no jdes or
Tunnel ; river Kmphull 15 ld.vmng rm mmulm

investment staried poured in. Investors from China, India, Singapore, Japan, and Korea are
showing great interest in Bangladesh. Further, mega projects if completed will facilitae
buoyant economic activities. The biggest underlying strength of Bangladesh cconomy is
domestic consumption. The market for 165 million people is huge. Perspective Plan 2021-2041
projects foreign direct investment to be around 3 percent of GDP. One of the targets of Vision
2021 was to be self-sufficient in food grain production by 2012. Bangladesh already achieved
self=sufficiency in food grain. One of the successes of Bangladesh is more than tripling rice
production since Independence,
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Fﬂ!"ﬂw The operational activities in the Payra Seaporthind

w.'wpm'i of the country, 18 golng on since 2006, Till date,

'|.h= government earned Tk, 236 crore through the
completion of operntional sctivitica of 104 foreign
| commercial vessels.
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Social Seewrity| Total budget
Progamme

allocation in the fiscal 2020-2] is Th. 95
| thowsand 574 crore. At present, 1 crore 20 lukh people are
| petting various allowinces of 145 programs.

Only Tk 373 crore was
allpcated in the socia] safiety
seelar

40.00 Fmr‘rnﬂmh A total of 366 crore free wextbooks were distributed ameng | Free  tentbooks  pever
- o 35,00 e Distribution lhr students since the formation of the government in 2009. | distribiited.
Awnrding of "Vaccine Hero Award”® by Global Alliance for Vaccination And Immunization 30,00 [ Ed __—I-ﬁ-l}mmld-i‘)i_pn;y et wore natieniiival A Thnm:n;m; for |
25.00 ituti the job of 1 lakh 42 thousand wachers of these primary | the  patiomalizstion o
W" leadership and the charter of change 20.00 :leml_ m.mjmm | schoals wiere also nationalized. = educational institutions.
The present government came m power after winning a landslide victory in 2008 15,00 Houses | B Inkh 852 thousand houseless familics will be provided | There wiss no such initiative.
clection with election manifesto of “Charter for Change”. That maniflesto indeed laid 10,00 Awarded to | with shelter during the Mujib birth centenary.
foundation for the Vision 2021 or Digital Bangladesh. The government started journcy 5.00 |the Poor | : — |
al a time when both economic and political situations were abysmal, There was 0‘0" Litersey H.nr,c] At present, the rate of literacy elevited 10 74 percent. Rae Rate of lherney decrensed 1o
widespread prevalence of terrorism, corruption, inefficiency, mismanagement. Further, : . | of primary level school enrolment is about 100 percent. 44 from 65 percent. |
power sector was mired in extreme deficiency, and health, education, agriculture and Numiber of eserst] AT present, the number of wsers of internet is over 11 crore | 1t wil only 35 lakh and that
transport sector were stuck in sluggishness. The government formulated first et Mobile | and that of mobile SIM is about 16 crore and 71 lakh. of mobile SIM was 2 crore
perspective Plan 2010-2021 of Bangladesh with the aim to eradicate hunger, poverty, .- a | P ! e
illiteracy. Priorities of the government in that time was attaining Economic Stability y PP LT T S B \a 4 Digital [ Two hundred 70 digitl services are being provided | Thoughthere was a scope of
and curbing inflation. effective action against corruplion, ensuring economic usage of _‘,3:?’ ’i@ @.ﬂ Qg} _@F A\ i\ @% PO S R h'\ Bangladesh | through 6 thousand 686 digital centers and 8300 e-post | having free submaring fiber
oil, gas, coal, hydro power, wind power and solar energy, elimination of poverty and ¥ G R S DA "LQ BN ﬁ\ [ “mﬁ;d?h el o ol gﬂ" s ey
inequity, establishment of good governance. Digital Bangladesh was built on four [T mﬁu FPRFEIRHCE T
pillars -digital government, human resource development, development of ICT and '":-'.\anﬂm_ e ] — !
1 1 : 5 T il il i T . | f (4] andho  satclhte-1, oI WES DO Concept Or
promotion of industry and connecting citizens. The philosophy underlying the vision Source: World Bank 2:::??;;.:: | Bangladesh lmmdemud‘m:!;ir e of being 370 citss | Dokl cop

2021 includes improving the lives of people by ensuring democracy, people’s right,
transparency, accountability, ensuring delivery of government services to the citizen's
doorsteps. With deft and visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Digital

The last decade is also characterized by success of poverty reduction. According o BBS
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Nu:lu:P:m:r' The construction \\wi nl' 2 thousand 421 megawatts

There was no  pln of

Banplidesh iz now alit £ ONAL estimate, each year on an average poverty has been reduced by one percentage point in the last plant | nuclear power plant at Ruppur in Pabnoa is progressing | building wp any  nuclear

r__'l.ng sthes i gt o decade. Extreme poverty also declined by around one percentage poinl. World Bank estimate | Establishment | fast. porwer plant.

Suecess in MDGs Power | Power production capacity. increased to 24 thousand 421 | Electricity  production was
. ; Product s, At L, 99 le are getting el ly 3200 its which

The last decade has been unforgettable for Bangladesh awarded with number of izt Efﬁf,':'Ummwmvﬁf’h:;ﬂdﬁgu‘;fﬂ f:.mr 41:‘:::::&_ o

international accolades and praises. Among all of those, successes in MDGs remained | d.mng Mujib thh b centenary.

the nm.st_ glluwmg_ As ﬂII-IIIdIVTm{nL Primo Mml;lc_r E'hmk.h Hasm_n prided Ihc_::nqnlry Community | Fourtoen thousand 500 cammunity clinics were cslablishicd t‘mnmwil-y clinics were

by receiving numerous awards from countries and international organizations. Clinie | to reach medical services 1o the door-steps of the people. | shu

Bangladesh was accorded first award on MDGs for reducing child mortality from
UNDP in 2010, The next year, International telecommunication Union, UN Economic
Commission together conferred Bangladesh with the South-South Award. Other
important awards include United Nations World Food Organization’s (FAO) Diploma

Averge Life
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Maore than 23 thowsand physteians were recrulied

| As social security and medicars systems have developed,

the life necoptancy of the people hus inereased to 73,2 vears,

It was only 65.4 years.

Award in 2013 for reducing poverty and malnutrition, South-South Award for ensuring Childand | Currently, child moriulity. rate in the country is 22 (in | Child mortality raie was S0
food security and reducing poverty, ICT Sustainable Development Award in 2015, UN :omm"u"dw | Bkey sl AR eSS iocalty 1o 1ESCR vy o -l
Environment Award, Planct 50:50, from UN Women Agent of Change, Global Women f - 1 e == i)
Leadership Award by Global Summit of Women in 2018 for Women leadership. Other e Thowgh  offorilg ees oquivilence to e | RS & Mockery Wit
= : iy = & e 3 rasha Dawra-e-Hadith, the Thighest lewvel degree of | them I the name of
achievements for the Prime Minister are the International Achievement Award and Education | QuamiMadrasha, about 35 Iakh students of this madrasha | recogaition.
Special Distinct Award for Leadership from IPS International in 2018, Vaccine Hero system were hrought to the natn stream education system,
by Global Alliance for Vaceine and Immunization (GAVT) in 2019, Champion for Skill f 1 ; - = {
Development for Youth from UNICEF in 2019. Bangladesh received the prestigious :ud:lmm I i{;;:m dm'{?d ';' h.ml',i;ﬁw S Mlﬁlﬁq‘: n:: :;:"’ - '-;Ehl*m' b
UN public Service Award 2020 for promotion of transparent and accountabl i | e By (i thine, 00 s e vl ik dge
P BETVICE A & ! promot | paren accountabie Islamic Centre | opazila. By this time, 200 mosques arc visible.
government institutions in 2020. 1t is a long list indeed for the last decade. This paves [Templet |Thmu§zh 6 thousand 430 pre-primery educational centers, | Religion wes used s o |
the way for the attainment of Sustainable Development Goals (2016-2030). Mass Literacy | pre-primary,ethical and seligious knowledge was offered | palitical weapon,
Income country tion Program | o 17 lukh 23 thousand children during 2009-19,
Middle ARt pcuisntion frow LIC 1o 2 Developlug Country Development | Tk 4 crore 10 ki from Hon ble Prine Minister's Rlif | Aieks were  ropesedly
2021 will be the vear of the golden Jubilee of Bangladesh's independence. Vision 2021 of Buddha | l‘:{'-“‘d was g‘;’z:; ‘:;":"%M' ?:‘”‘l" :‘“m“"' "‘“Ihd""d uk |, Lo “?':?“
, 3 3 . 1 5 : 1 | [hl v 10 23
15 prcpam_q_bcar;ng in mind the mf[cslclm; targets to bn_al:tam_cd by 2021. The main ggn] Hihars i I‘r:::l::l::pl o IHTIm-.n N Mj nh"fjm:’l “::;"l":s ﬂ!‘;ﬁ‘ m} Eﬁgﬁ
of the Vision -IUJ-JTWM_“‘ I‘Fm Bangladesh a middle mmrgn_.' f““-'mrwl" bll" 2[;]- lk- - | are working 1o educate 14 thousind buddhist children 10 2006.
g?"l_l!!";es i CJIs' wd. e .DLI!' C‘n"?g?m h". mri:m_nc according to World a’] - = 3 = = Development | The Christian Rr.hgmus Welfare Trust Act 2018 was | Church was amscked in
Classification as lower income country, lower middle income country, upper middle Cheques of financial asistance are being given to the Journalists of Christisnity | formulated, On the occasion of Christmas Day, Tklcrore | 2001,
income country, high income country. Bangladesh crossed the threshold of lower ) ;i | 3% lakh was donated from Prime Minister's Reliel and
middle income country in 2015. Bangladesh attained another glaring success by  shows the incidence of poverty by 1.90 dollar PPP per person fell down 1o 9.2 percent in 2019 | Welfare Fund to 224 churches and other related religious
meeting all eriteria for graduation from LDC status to a developing country by UN,  from 14.8 percent in 2016. Commendable progress is also made in reducing malnutrition. Rate | | organizations. i |l = |
CDP (Committee for Development Policy). Three conditions are to cross threshold of  of malnutrition fell 1o 13 percent in 2017-2019 (3 years average) from 16.6 percent in Various | Mt was decided to give veteran freadom fighter Tk 10 lakh | There was  no  such |
per capita income, human asset index and economic vulnerability. Very recent updnl-:- 2008-2010. Gross enrollment rate in the secondary schools increased to 72.6 percent in 2019 Privileges for| interest free house building loan. The government also | initistive.The freedom
from UN shows B-angla.dcah is most likely to meet all criteria for the second time in  from merely 48.8 percent in 2009, Wonrio:|||Isemducdionily xeoitufly pation facikity, (estival | | FRgee, dn ) iy seses
February 2021 again. As a result, Bangladesh will be considered a developing coun S cottis S| | S SanoR v alcwsnes TR Dy stlowaion md. | SRS 5 RS G e
in 202 PM ainly ﬂe B el gl‘m“fw““u e e ufpgln.gv "mhng Social progress has been attained mainly by reduction in maternal mortality, reduction in infant Fighters | allowance for wedding cercmaony of the female children. honour,
to devise a plan for Vision 2041, the broad goals of which are to become a upper middle martality, neonatal mortality, under-5 mortality. The following table shows the change in the Establishment | The govermment his taken an inilfative o establish 100 special | Thene was no such initiitive.
income country by 2031 and a high income country by 2041. Inst decade: mm: mnu::;m{z :m“ '“;3‘1’:‘;?;;:“’“"“
?ﬂ:ﬂwin socio-cconomic indicators Year Maternal [ Neo natal Infant mortality ~ Infant mortality DeltaPlan | A 100-year Deltn Plan has been sdopted to lead the | There was no such initiative.
= : - S - mortality (per mortality ( (per 1000 live | (per 1000 live birth) | advancement of Bangladesh like the developed world,
As like of economic progress, progress in social indicators have also been in similar 100000 live birth 1000 live birth) birth) efe
pace. In the last decade, Bangladesh stands second in terms of GDP growth rate in the . = 4 Wartien and | National Women Development Policy-2011, National | There was no such initiative.
world. Bangladesh even left behind India in GDP growth rate, Recently foreign reserve 2009 259 | 28 39 50 l thilien | m:'ﬁ"wl;"}ffu},:";mﬁ“;ﬁ:c ;:T'E'.":E;
risen all time high to 43 billion US dollar, which was just 7.5 billion US dollar in 2007. | 2019 165 15 21 78 | e R lED cversi I Act 2010 wers
Other important factor of the economy, remittance increased to 21.7 billion US dollar Source: BBS : | frmulatidtfcihe overal development of women
in 2019-20 from merely 9.7 billion dollars in 2009, The following barchart depicts a ' ladion ‘imlwmtly = - I T — urwal:x Thece was o sach inftiative. |
comparison of growth rate across the globe: Neo natal mortality rate, Infant mortality rate, Under 5 mortality rate were made possible 16 | gppand bnd officos & circle offices and 3 thousand 617 umion
: reduce by half in the last decade. Inclusive growth requires massive investment in health, property land oifices. Services of the c-mutation program have
GDP growth rate in the last decade (2010-2019 education, social protection, infrastructure and research which drew high attention of the already been provided to mare than | crore people.
World 3.0 ll:m.vcrnm-:m during the last decade. Along with improving business unv@nm:nt. private o 7 || The. goMment formuliied Bangledesh Jounalists | Tie was o such inftative.
South Asia investment will be encouraged 10 generate cmplu:n'r!t'nl. The government is now eyeing on Donation for | Welfire  Trust At 2014 through which financial
building knowledge based society, curving corruption, employment generation as part of Journalists | #ssistance of Th. 17 crore 87 lakh was provided to 5,263
LDCs implementing Vision 2041, | journalists till date. During Corons Pandemic, financial
Low and Middle Income | assisiance has been provided to the journalists which is
Vietnam The Author is Member (Senior Secretary), General Economics Division, Bangladesh Planning Commission i unigue in the sub-continent.
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